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FOREWORD 

W ITH the exception of the first “Free schoole/’ the public 
schools of colonial Boston have received but little attention. 
Here and there in the writings on early Boston the names 
of the other schools are mentioned, but that is all. The most extensive 
treatment, which contains but little in addition to its chronological lists 
of masters and ushers at the various schools, would not fill two octavo 
pages. Incidentally, the lists are inaccurate with respect to names as well 
as dates. 

In a publication of 191 1 it is said that “By 1682 the school estab- 
lished in 1 635 had become so crowded that two others were established, 
‘to teach children to write and cipher.’ . . . These, and others estab- 
lished later, became the so-called Grammar Schools of Boston, wherein 
masters taught reading, spelling, grammar, geography, and the ‘higher 
branches,’ ” This looks as if it might have been inspired by a statement 
published eleven years earlier: “In 1682 ... it was ordered in town 
meeting: ‘That a committee with the selectmen consider and provide 
for the teaching of children to write and cipher within this town.’ Ac- 
cordingly, grammar schools were soon opened, with one department for 
teaching ‘writing and ciphering,’ and another department for teaching 
‘reading and spelling.’ . . . These grammar schools of 1682, however, 
were open to boj^ only.” I can discover no other source for it. 

So far, these two statements have gone unchallenged. As a matter of 
fact, no public schools of any sort were established in 1682. The second 
public school, the writing school in Prison Lane (later Queen Street) was 
opened November i, 1684. Until April 20, 1713, when the North 
Grammar School was opened, the “Free schoole” of 1635 was the 
only public “grammar school” in Boston. At no time did the former 
offer anything but the usual program of instruction in Latin and Greek. 

Much has been said about the first Public Latin School, and much 
of it is not so. Brief samples, from publications of 1929 and 1934, will 
suffice. “The first successful attempt to establish a Latin grammar 
school in this country was made in Boston in 1635 from funds sub- 
scribed by forty-five contributors.” These “funds” were not subscribed 
until August 12, 1636. Commenting on “The Latin grammar schools 
... in New England,” the author states that “They were generally 
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planned, supported, and managed by the classes and not in the interest 
of the ma^es. The students paid tuition fees.” Both statements are in- 
correct, as far as the Boston public grammar schools are concerned. 
Another writer says that Ezekiel Cheever was ‘‘a graduate of Cam- 
bridge, England.” He was not. 

The ‘"standard” treatise since 1886, H. F. Jenks’s Catalogue of the 
Boston Public Latin School . . . . With an historical sketchy is not wholly re- 
liable. However, impressed by its great mass of detail, in text and cita- 
tion of sources, many writers have depended on it for their “facts.” 

This little study is an attempt to present, in compact form, a verifiable 
account of the public schools of colonial Boston, the beginnings of the 
school system which celebrates its three hundredth anniversary April 1 3, 
1 935. For this purpose, all available manuscript and printed records have 
been examined. Nothing has been read into them: they tell their story 
without urging. If the account is not complete, the materials will per- 
mit but little more. I have not drawn upon my imagination, nor have I 
used any of the numerous unsupported legends and anecdotes, to fill the 
gaps. The book is designed for those who are interested in documentary 
sources. It may also be useful to one who would essay the more felici- 
tous, definitive history of the Boston public school system. 

The sources include manuscript documents in the Massachusetts Ar- 
chives (at the State House), Boston City Hall, Massachusetts Historical 
Society, Harvard College Library, New England Historic Genealogical 
Society, the Public Latin School library, and the Suffolk County Pro- 
bate Records. Text and notes will reveal, also, the use that has been 
made of colony enactments, early Boston newspapers, diaries, letter- 
books, ledgers, maps, family line-books, the vital records of the Massa- 
chusetts towns, gravestones in theCopp’s Hill, Granary, King’s Chapel, 
and Common burying grounds, and books of epitaphs. The minutes of 
the town meetings and the selectmen’s meetings are the chief sources 
of information. 

It should be noted that the printed town records are not, in every 
instance, faithful transcriptions of the original. Furthermore, the index- 
citations are neither complete nor accurate. The town clerks, them- 
selves, were not always reliable. Names and dates were often entered 
incorrectly. 
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CHAPTER I 
THE SCHOOLS 

T he earliest reference to a public school in Boston is to be 
found in the minutes of a town meeting of April 13, 16355 
at which it “was then generally agreed upon y^ o’’ brother Mr 
Philemon Pormort shalbe intreated to become scholemaster for the 
teaching and nourtering of children w’'^ us.”^ Records of later date do 
not indicate whether the school was opened in 1635. There can be no 
doubt of its estabiishment5 however, shortly after “a general meeting of 
the richer inhabitants,” August 1 2, 1636, who pledged a sum of money 
sufficient to guarantee the first year’s salary for “a free school master of 
the youth. 

It is very probable that, during the early years, the school was con- 
ducted in the homes of the masters. 3 The first building was erected on 
the “way from Haugh® Corner Leading North westerly . . . extending 
as far as M^. Whetcombs Corner.”^ It seems to have met the needs of 
the town until 1655, when the selectmen were instructed “to lay outt 
a peece of Ground” for “the building of a house for instruction of the 

^ For this historic record, I have used the manuscript volume, Records of the ‘^cpvon of 
Boston, 1634-1660, preserved at the City Hall. It should be noted that here (B. R., II, 
5), and in many other instances, the printed records of the town are not faithful tran- 
scriptions of the original. The chirography is not always easy to decipher. 

The abbreviation B. R. is employed throughout to indicate Boston Records, i.e. 
Reports of the Record Commissioners of the City of Boston, 

Adjourned meeting dates are used when indicated by the records. 

^ B. R.y II, 160. 

3 Pormort lived on the west side, near the south corner, of a lane (called Church 
Square, 17085 Comhill Square, 18095 Cornhill Court, 1814) which ran from Corn- 
hill (now Washington Street) westerly, then northerly, then easterly, returning to 
Cornhill opposite Kang (now State) Street. This lane ran around the second building 
(erected 1640) of the First Church, which stood on the site now occupied by the 
building at 209 Washington Street. A location-tablet might be placed on the door 
of the dining-room entrance to the old Young’s Hotel. 

Maude lived on the west side of the “Highway leading from Prison lane up to the 
Common” (now Tremont Street), somewhat south of the site marked by the tablet 
on Pemberton Square. 

Woodbridge’s home cannot be located in the town deeds. See p. 96, infra. 

^ Contemporary records do not supply the date of construction. A schoolhouse, sep- 
arate from the master’s dwelling, is mentioned for the first time in a record of Mar. 29, 
1652 (B. R., II, 109; X, 84). It stood at the rear of the site now occupied by King’s 
Chapel (original building, 1688). Woodmansey’s dwelling, owned by the town, was 
east of the schoolhouse, separated from it by a small plot. 

In the early days, this “way” was called “School house lane,” or “School House 
Street.” It was named “School Street,” May 3, 1708 (B. R., VIII, 51). 
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vouth of the town." Within a few years, it was found that the school 
was too smail to accommodate adequately the number of pupils enrolled. 
On January 30, 1 664/65, the selectmen voted the ‘inlardgment of the 
Towne schoole-house.”^ Evidently they estimated well, for it was al- 
most foitv years before the town voted to build “a New School House 
... in Stead of the Old School House.”^ The selectmen, instructed by 
the town ‘‘to get the Same accomplished,” appointed a committee ‘‘to 
advise there about,” and to consult with the master and usher concern- 
ing certain details of construction. ^ Early in the summer of 1704, the 
old “School-House was taken down and a more comodious one” was 
ready for occupancy in October.^ Samuel Sewall, in a letter to Jeremiah 
Dummer, October 10, 1704, says: “I did not tell you that last Satter- 
day after noon I went to Mr. Chiever, and having a fair occasion, said 
to him how well pleased I was with the building of a New School-house, 
and that it would be very convenient for him to be saluted with a good 
Latin Oration at his entrance into it. But he seemed to reject it with 
some Indignation, and spoke of your mentioning of it to Mr.Williams.”^^ 
In this connection, it may not be inappropriate to reproduce the con- 
tract with the builder: “Agreed w^^ John Barnerd as followeth, he 
to build a new School House of forty foot Long, Twenty- five foot wide 
& Eleven foot Stud, with eight windov^ below & five in the Roofe with 
wooden Casements to the eight Windows, to Lay the lower flowr with 
Sleepers & double boards So far as needfull, & the Chamber flowr with 


5 B. R., II, 129 (Mar. 14, 1655/56). See also B. R., II, 132 (Dec. 29, 1656). This build- 
ing was erected on the old site. 

6B. R., VII, 24. 

7 B. R.-, VIII, 31 (Mar. 13, 1703/4). 

*B. R., XI, 38-39 (June 27, 1704). It is probable that, during the period of con- 
struction, the students attended “at the Town house in the Representatives Room.” 
This arrangement was made June 25, 1721, when it was reported to the selectmen 
that there were “Several Persons in Distinct Houses in School Street near to the Pub- 
lick Gramer Scholl sick of the Small pox which may Prevent many of the youth 
attending the School at that Place” (B. R., XIII, 83). 

^B- R., XI, 42 (Jan. 29, 1704/5): The selectmen voted that “the Congregation of 
French Protestants,” which, since 1687, “had their Publick meetings for the worship 
of God in the Free School-House,” might “have the liberty to meet” in the new 
building “as formerly they did in the Old.” 

The congregation of the First Church (destroyed by fire, Oct. 2, 1711) was per- 
mitted, Dec. 17, 1711, to use the schoolhouse, after five o’clock, “as they Shall have 
Ocation during their present want of a Meeting House” (B. R., XI, 152). A new 
meeting house (the Old Brick) was erected in the following year. 

The Letter-Book of Samuel Sewall, in ColL Mass. Hist. Soc., 6th Series, I, 302. 
Nathaniel Williams was usher to Ezekiel Cheever. 
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Single boards, to board below the plate inside & inside and out, to Clap- 
board the Out side and Shingle the Roof, to make a place to hang the 
Bell in, to make a paire of Staires up to the Chamber, and from thence 
a Ladder to the bell, to make one door next the Street, and a partition 
Cross the house below & to make three rows of benches for the boyes on 
each Side of the Room, to findeallTimber, boards. Clapboards, Shingles, 
navies, hinges. In consideration whereof the S"^. M"*. John Barnerd is to 
be paid One hundred pounds, and to have the Timber, Boards & Iron 
worke of the Old School House.”^^ This is the only known contem- 
porary description of the new building. 

Early in the year 1748, “the Minister Wardens and Vestry” of 
King’s Chapel, planning “to Rebuild said Church and make it some 
what larger,” petitioned the town for a grant of land; “and whereas the 
Town” had “a School house upon part of the Land,” the petitioners 
oiFered to “Purchase and make over to the Town a Peice of Ground” 
for a new building, remarking “that the said Grant will be no detriment 
to the Town as the present School house is much decayed in many parts 
defective, and will in a Short Space of time require to be New Built.”^^ 
The land offered to the town was “over against the present Grammer 
School . . . measuring 34% feet thereabouts on School Street and run- 
ning 97 feet back more or less,” on which the petitioners agreed “to 
Erect ... a New School house of like Dimensions and accomodations 
with the present and finish the same in like decent manner to the Satis- 
faction of the Selectmen; unless the PeU^. should propose a Sum of 
Money to the Acceptance of the Town, instead of Erecting the said 
Building.” 13 This offer, embodied in a town committee report, was ac- 
cepted by the town, April 1 8, 1 748.1^ ^ meeting of June 29, 1 748, 
the chairman of the King’s Chapel committee “made an offer to the 
Select men that if they would Build the Grammer School,” he would 

B. R., XI, 39-40 (July 24, 1704), 41-42 (Oct. 30, 1704)- 

12 B. R., XIV, 144-45 (Apr. II, 1748). Earlier, unsatisfactory petitions had been 
withdrawn: B. R., XIV, 135-36 (Mar. 15, 1747/48), 140 (Mar. 28, 1748), 143 (Apr. 4, 
1748). 

13 B. R., XIV, 147 (Apr. 18, 1748). 

14 B. R., XIV, 148 (Apr. 18, 1748). The close vote of 205 to 197 was “brought in” 
after an unusually stormy meeting, at which one John Pigeon was “observed ... to 
put in about a dozen with the word Yea wrote on all of *em,” for which he paid a fine 
of X5 putting in more than one Vote according to Law.” 

On April 30, 1748 (B. R., XVII, 192), the selectmen accepted, from the King’s 
Chapel committee, the deed to the land for the new school. John Tyng, who voted 
against accepting it, insisted on having his vote recorded, May 4, 1 748 (B. R., XVII, 
192-93). 
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“Pay them or their order” £ 2^00 “old tenor.”^s On this the selectmen 
voted “in the Negative.”^^ 

The building on which the selectmen agreed was “A Brick house of 
the Dimensions following, Vizt. Thirty four feet front towards School 
street. Thirty six feet deep on the Passage and twelve feet studP’^^ At a 
meeting of May 3> ^ 749 ^ ^ spokesman of the K.ing s Chapel committee 
“informed the Select men that every thing was Compleated at the new 
School house by them Built for the use of the Town, and therefore de- 
sired that the Scholars may be removed out of the old School-house, into 
the New, that so the said Committee may go to Work in laying the 
Foundation of their Church,” whereupon it was voted that the “Mas- 
ter of the South Grammer School, be directed to remove his Scholars 
into the New School house, on Monday morning next being the 
Eighth of May instant.”^^ 

Except for the period during which the town was occupied by British 
soldiers, this building was in continuous use throughout the eighteenth 
century. Recalling the day on which the school was closed, Harrison 
Gray Oris said: “On the 19th of April, 1775 , 1 went to school for the 
last time. In the morning about seven, Percy’s brigade was drawn up 
extending from ScoUay’s building thro’ Tremont Street nearly to the 
bottom of the Mall, preparing to take up their march for Lexington. A 
corporal came up to me as I was going to school, and turned me off to 
pass down Court St. which I did, and came up School St. to the School- 
house. It may well be imagined that great agitation prevailed, the British 
line being drawn up a few yards only from the School house door. As I 
15 B. R., XVII, 197. The final cost was £2700 old tenor. 

16B.R., XVII, 198. 

17 B. R., XVII, 198-99 (July 20, 1748). An interesting supplement to this brief de- 
scription appears in a petition from John Ix)vell, the master, May 21, 177^? which 
he f-alk attention to his “interest & care in procuring Subscriptions for further Con- 
veniences & Ornaments to the School House, than the Contractors were obliged to 
furnish: The Effects of which appear in the bight of the Walls of the Room two feet 
above what the Masons were to build them by Contract in the Carvings round the 
top, the Frontispeice of the Doors, the Cornish round the Pediment & Evesj the 
Cupola for the Bell with the Fane upon the top, & the large k commodious Stone 
Steps at the Entrance of the School” (B. R., XVIII, 81). See also B. R., XIV, 208 
(Mar. 9, 1751/52): “Voted that a Porch be built at the South Entrance of the Gram- 
mer School.” 

B. R., XVII, 218. On Mar. 6, 1748/49, the King’s Chapel committee reported to 
the selectmen that “the School house by them Erected on the South Side of School 
Street ... is now finished” (B. R., XVII, 212). It stood at the west corner of Cook’s 
Court (Chapman Place), on the land now occupied by the Parker House. 

The French Congregation was again given permission, Mar. 15, 1748/49, “to Meet 
in the said School house” (B. R., XVII, 213). 
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entered I heard the announcement of ^deponite libros’ and ran home for 
fear of the regulars.” At a meeting of the selectmen^ June 5, 1 776, it 
was Voted, that the Grammar School in School Street be opened.”-® 
For almost a half century, from the date of its establishment, this was 
the only public school in Boston. Town records refer to it as ‘"the 
Schoole,” or ‘"the Free schoole,” until November i, 1684, when the 
first public writing school was opened.-^ It was then called “the Latine 
School,” or “the Free Grammer School. ”2- After the North Grammar 
School was opened April 20, 1713, the old “Free schoole” was called 
the “South Grammar SchooL”23 

At a town meeting, December 18, 1682, the selectmen were in- 
structed “to consider of & pvide one or more Free Schooles for the 
teachinge of Children to write & Cj^her within this towne.”24 Xhe 
outcome of their deliberation was a vote, April 30, 1683, “that Two 
schooles shall be pvided.”-5 No further reference to these schools ap- 
pears in the town records until November 24, 1684, when two of the 
selectmen “made a returney^ accordinge to a former ord^ they had agreed 
with John Cole to keep a Free schoole to teach y® Children of theTowne 
to read & write for one year from the of this instant Nov^”^^ Ap- 
parently, only one school was established at this time; and it may have 
been discontinued for a period after the expiration of John Cole’s one 
year appointment. However, Cole was in charge of the school from 
March 10, 1689/90 to April 12, 1714.2^ 

On March 8, 1696/97, the town “Voted that there be a hous built 

Jenks, H. F., Catalogue of the Boston Public Latin School, established in 1635. With 
an historical sketch (Boston, 1886), “Hist. Sketch/* 37. 

20 B. R., XXV, 2. 

2^ B. R., II, 82, 95, 124, 133, 142; VII, 22, 33, 38, 57, 63, 151. It is called “the gram- 
mer schoole” in but one record. Mar. 26, 1666 (B. R., VII, 30). 

22B. R., VII, 234, 236, 244; VIII, 7, 28, 29, 34, 51, 63, 64, 75, 76, 78, 80, 81, 90. 
Earlier habit persisting, it was referred to as “the Free schoole” in 1685 and 1709 
(B. R., VII, 177; VIII, 63). 

23 Until 1789- Nowhere in the town records of the seventeenth and eighteenth cen- 
turies is it called the “Boston Latin School.” The present official designation is the 
“Public Latin School.” 

24 B. R., VII, 158. 

25 B. R., VII, 161. 

26 B. R., VII, 171, 

27 It is not mentioned in the records of the next five years. 

28 B. R., VII, 200 (Mar. 10, 1689/90). The phrasing, “Ordered That Mr John Cole 
be allowed to keep a Free schoole for reading and writing & y® Select men agree 
with him for his sdery,” indicates a reappointment. See also B, R., XI, 202 (Apr. 13, 
1714). 
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for the Writing school adjoining to the old school house, it is to be left 
with the select men. letter from Sewall to Increase Mather, July 24, 
1 688, places the old schoolhouse in Prison Lane.Town recordsof 1 698- 
1699 refer to “the New School house at Cotton Hill,” and “the School 
house Lately Built in the Prison lane on the side of the hill over against 
the Land of Cap' Sam^^ SewalL” 3 o From 1 708 to 1 788, this school was 
known as the “Writing School in Queen Street.” 

Although the minutes of town and selectmen’s meetings contain no 
record of its existence, there was a “Publick Schoole” at the “North 
End” of Boston, in 1687. Two interesting documents are our only 
sources of information concerning this school. One, bearing no date, is 
“The Humble Petition of Joshua Natstock of Boston,” addressed to 
Governor Andros; 

Whereas the Chief Inhabitants of the North end of the Town of Boston have 
invited yo"^ Petitioner to take upon him the care and Managem' as masP of a 
free Schoole (it being now Destitute) And have as by their annexed Certificate 
recommended him to the Aprobation of the Selectmen, But yo’' Petition’^ being 
unwilling to undertake any place of Publique trust without yo’^ Excell'^'®® Fa- 
vour and direction first had and known.To yo’’ petitioner as in Duty bound 
doth humble referr himself in this matt^ And most humbly prayes y' your Es- 
ceil°^® would be pleased to favour him with a Licence to instruct Youth in the 
School as abovesd, in w*^^ your Petition'' Shall make itt his care and Study to 
perform w' to his Duty in Such an undertaking doth belong.^i 

29 B. R., VII, 226. 

30 B- R., VII, 232 (Dec. 20, 1698), 233 (Jan, 30, 1698/99). See also B. R., XII, 100 
(July II, 1722): “the School house at the uper End of Queen Street.’" 

PrisonLane (Queen Street, 17085 Court Street, 1788) ranfrom Cornhill (now Wash- 
ington Street), opposite King (now State) Street, westerly and northerly to the head 
of Hanover Street. The schoolhouse stood within the lane, on a lot approximately 
where the piesent south entrance to the subway at ScoUay Square is located. This lot 
was at the southern end of an elongated, island-like plot. The location is definitely 
indicated in the report of a survey requested by Samuel Sewall, Dec. 20, 1698 (B. R., 
VII, 232): “The Distance from the Southerly Corner of the New School house at Cot- 
ton Hill to the North^y Corner of Cap^ Leggs Land is 55 foot, from N^y. comer of 

school house to the Southey post of Cap^ Sewells gate, Being the Breadth Cross the 
high way is 53 foot 4 inches, from gate post to the South Easterly end of the school 
house fence, neere the dore of Schoolhouse is 41 foot & a halfe. The Breadth of the 
uper highway between Mr. Coney Sc Belknap on the one side & Cap^ Sewells Land 
on the other side is 17 foot. From the Easterly corner of the School house Cross the 
high way to the N.W. gate post of the house late of Mr Pirkis is 36 foot. From the 
E. comer of school house to the N. corner of the Land formerly belonging to Mr 
John Mears Deceased 1 1 pole Sc one foot. From N. comer Cross the high way to 
Cap^ Bozoon Allens land is 25 foote and a halfe.” 

Enlargements were voted in 1715, 1750, and 1753. 

33 t Massachusetts Archives (Usurpation Papers), CXXVII, 25. 
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It may be inferred, from the omission of his name from the minutes of 
town and selectmen’s meetings, that he was unable to secure the ap- 
pointment from either body. He turned, therefore, to Governor Andros 
who w^as well known for actions contrary to the ‘'‘custom” of the town. 
The reply follows: 

By his Excellency 

Upon the Petition of Joshua Xatstock and Recommendation of many of the 
Inhabitants of the North part of the Towne of Boston I doe hereby approue of 
the Said Joshua Natstock to be Master of the Publick Schoole there and to haue 
and Injoy Such profits Benefitts and advantages as haue been heretofore payed 
and allowed to his predecessors — Given under my hand in Boston the four and 
twentieth day of May, one thousand Six hundred Eighty and Seauen.^^ 

This may have been one of the "‘Two schooies . . . pvided” by the vote 
of April 30, 1683, a conjecture suggested by the phrases “a free Schoole 
. . . being now Destitute,” and “to haue and Injoy such profits ... as 
haue been heretofore payed and allowed to his predecessors.” Such a 
supposition receives support from a statement of June, 1 686, signed by 
the town treasurer, that “the standinge charge of this town at this time 
is about 400^^^. p.ann — ^aboue 200 ^^. of which is in maintaineinge three 
Free Schools, mending the high wayes in Boston, Rumny Marsh & 
Muddie riuer .”33 

Only two schools are designated in the town records of the period 
1635—1700: the Grammar School, on “School house Street,” and the 
Writing School in Prison Lane. Cotton Mather lamented the fact that 
there was no school at the North End in 1685 and decided that he 
would “Never bee at Rest, while our Island here, the North part of 
Boston is without a good Schoolmaster, and a florishing SchooL”^^ On 
May 29, 1 693, the selectmen “Ordered that M'^ Ezekiell Cheever and 
the other school master shall be paid quarterly.”^^ Xhe “other school 
master” was John Cole, of the Writing School in Prison Lane. Again, 
a town action, of March 22, 1696/97, refers to “Mr Cole master of 
the Free writing School of Boston,” which implies but one writing 
schooL 36 

If there were “three Free Schools” in 1686, the one not designated 

32 Ibid (Hutchmson Papers), CCXLII, 342. 

33 B. R., VII, 187. 

34 Tke Diary of Cotton Mather {CoU, Mass. Hist. 5 'oc., 7th Series, VII, 106), entry 
of Oct. 24, 1685. 

35 B. R., VII, 213. 

36 B. R., VII, 277. 
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in the town records became ‘^Destitute’'’ before Alay 24? 1 68y , the date 
of Natstock’s appointment. Certainly, Natstock’s school ceased to exist 
when Andros was overthrown, April 18, 1689.37 F ollowing the gover- 
nor’s departure, the town voted, June 24, 1 689, to restore the former 
Custome & practice in managing the affaires of the free schools ,”38 

It was not until March 1 1, 1699/1700, that the town voted to es- 
tablish a wniting school at “the North end of Boston, in response to a 
request from “Some of the Inhabitants” for “the Libertie of a free 
school, for the Teaching to Write & Cypher.”39 Under the mastership 
of Richard Henchman, the school was opened, November i , 1 700, prob- 
ably in a house rented for the purpose.^^ This served until 1718, when 
the “North- Writing School” was erected “at the Charge of” Thomas 
and Edward Hutchinson, and presented to the town. The new building 
was on Love Street, on “part of that peice of Land w^^ the Town for- 
merly purchased of Susanna Love.”*^^ 

Very likely, the establishment of a writing school at the North End 
inspired the desire for a grammar school, to complete the educational 
facilities of that populous part of the town. The earliest known ap- 
proach to the town on this matter is in a “Proposition for a F ree Gramer 
School at the North End of Boston. Reced Mar. 10'^ 1711-12.” It 
follows : 

3*7 The entxy,“ John Nonstock schoolemaste,” in a “Boston Valuation’* list of Aug. 27, 
168S {Mass. Archi'veSi Usurpation Papers, CXXIX, i39a)y indicates that he was teach- 
ing at that time. In B. R., I, 135, this entry appears as “John Nontock Schoole 
maste.” On July i r, 1650, “Jo Notstock” signed a certificate, in London, as a Notary 
Public {Aspin^all Notarial Records, 314: an item, in the manuscript volume at the 
Boston Athenaeum, which has been reproduced accurately in B. R., XXXII, s^o), 

I have used the initial letter N, because it is unmistakable in four manuscripts. In 
the petition, it looks like an R, and is so deciphered in the imperfect copy published 
in Coll. Mass. Hist. Soc., 3rd Series, VII, r86. If the name is of German origin, it 
should be “Notstock.” 

3 S B. R., VII, 197. Governor Andros arrived in Boston Dec. 19, 1686. 

39 B. R., VII,, 2. 

^0 B. R., XI, 4 (Apr. 28, 1701)- The town records make no reference to the construc- 
tion or location of the school. 

41 B. R-, VIII, 132 (Mar. II, 1717/18)- The land was “formerly purchased” for the 
North Grammar School. See also B. R., VIII, 94 (Mar. 9, 1712/13), loi (Mar. 16, 
1713/14), 103 (May 17, 1714)? 118-19 (Mar. 12, 1715/16). The North Writing 
School stood on the southwest side of Love Street, also called Love Lane (now Tile- 
ston Street, named after Master John Tileston), between Salem Street and Short Lane 
(now Wiggin Street). 

The Rev. Samuel Mather, who had withdrawn from the Second Church, was 
permitted “to Preach on the Lords Days at the North Writing School,” 1741-42, 
while the church at the corner of Hanover and Bennet Streets was under construction 
(B. R., XV, 320, 347-48). 
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C^jnnderati^jn: relating to a free Grader ScA^oI in the i\ortk Pari of Boston 
It Cannot but be Tbot Strange that One Grammer School Should beThot 
snScient for a Town of above Two Thousand Families when the Law of the 
Provinces Imposes one upon Every Town that hath above One Hundred. 

Education is as great and Good an Interest as can be prossecuted by any 
People, and the more Liberally it is Prossecuted the more is done for the honour 
and Welfare of such a People. 

The Gramer School in this Towm is as full of Scholars as can well Consist 
with a faithful Discharge of Duty to them. 

The North Part of this Town bares no Inconsiderable Share in the Publick 
Expences and we hope are not altogether unworthy of the Publick benefitts. 

It is known that when an hundred and odd Children have been found in the 
Publick Gramer School not one of that Hundred nor any but the few odd 
Ones have been Sent from that Part of the Town. 

The Distance hath hindred many Parents from Exposing their Tender 
Children to the Travells of the Winter and the Sumer thither. 

Some that Can’t be sadsfy’d -without bestowing a good Culdvation on their 
Children are at the Charge of a Private Gramer School in the Neighbourhood. 
Others do Send their Children abroad in the Country. 

When the People of that Neighbourhood were Prevail’d withall to Come 
into the Vote for Additional Incouragements unto the Present Gramer School, 
they were made to hope that they should ere long be favoured with another 
Nearer unto themselves. 

If the Town wiH Smile on this just and fair Proposal, it is Probable their 
win Appear some particular Gentleman whose desire to Serve the Publick -will 
Exert itself on this Occasion and make liberal advances towards the Providing 
of such Necessary Preliminaries. 

These Considerations are humbly offer’d to the Inhabitants of Boston to be 
Laid in the BaUances of Equity in the Next General Meeting.^^ 

On the following day, the town thanked Thomas Hutchinson for offer- 
ing to build a schoolhouse ‘'at his own Charge,” and voted “That there be 
a Free Grammer School at the North end of this Town.”"^^ The build- 
ing, erected on Bennet St. late in 1712, was opened April 20, 1713.^^ 

42 This paper, reproduced in the Ne<w Eng. Hist. Gen. Reg., XIII, 260— 6i, was prob- 
ably handed to one of the selectmen for consideration at the next town meeting. 
No signatures are attached to it. 

43 B. R., VIII, 90 (Mar. ir, 1711/12). 

44 B. R., VIII, 91-92 (May 14, 1712). This “peice of Land . . , ab^ fifty one foot in 
breadth & ab^ one hundred feet in length,” purchased from Mrs. Susanna Love, ex- 
tended from Love Stieet to Bennet Street (now North Bennet Streep. The North 
Grammar School stood on the northeast side of Bennet Street, behind the North 
Writing School. 

On Apr. 29, 1719, the town voted “Thanks . . . unto the donors of the Two North 
School Houses” (B. R., VIII, 139). See also B. R., XI, 181 (Mar. 23, 1712/13). 
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Until 1789, when it was discontinued, the school was known as the 

^‘North Grammar SchooL”^^ 

As early as March 12, 1715/16, the town voted “That a writing 
School be Erected at the Southerly part of this Town. After a rather 
leisurely consideration, in town and committee meetings, the town 
finally voted, December 29, 1 7 1 8, to proceed with the construction. The 
building was located “upon y® Comon adjoining to Cowells Lott over 
agt Wainwrights.”^7 Instruction began at the new “South Writing 
SchooF’ shortly after March 15, 1719/20, when the first master was 
appointed."^^ 

According to a town meeting minute of May 17, 1732, the school 
was “Situated at the uper end of Bond Street in the Souther end of Bos- 
tonF ’^9 A visitation report, of June 25, 1 740, refers to “the South Writ- 
ing School in Common SfF’^o The “Propositions for reforming the 
present System of Public Education in Boston,” considered at a meeting 
of October 16, 1 789, place “the School House in West StreetF’^i Most 
of the records, however, use the designation “South Writing School in 

the Common.” 5 2 

In 1720, the public school system of Boston comprised the South 
Grammar School, the North Grammar School, the Writing School in 
Queen Street, the North Writing School, and the South Writing School. 
No changes were made in this scheme until 1 789.53 Except for the brief 
period of the British occupation, the schools were in continuous opera- 
tion from the dates of their establishment . 5 4 


45 B- R., XXVII, 108 (Dec. 9, 1 789): “to be discontinued on Saturday next,” Dec. 12. 
Annexed to the North Writing School. 

46 B. R., VIII, 1 18. 

47 B. R-, VIII, 133-34 (Dec. 29, 1718). See also B. R., VIII, 122 (June 12, 1716), 127 

^ 5 ? 1717)? 132 ^ar. II, 1717/18)5 XIII, 47 (Dec. 6 , 1718). Enlargements were 
voted in 1744 and 1753 (B. R., XIV, 51, 233). 

48 B. R., VIII, 143. 

49 B. R., XII, 34. See also The Letter-Book of Samuel Sewall, in CoU, Mass. Hist. 
Soc., 6th Series, II, 134-36. Pond Street is now Bedford Street. 

so B. R., XV, 246. Common Street is now Tremont Street. 

B. R., XXXI, 209. The school stood near the south corner of the present West and 
Tremont Streets. 

52 The houses on the east side of Common Street were considered “in the Common.” 
63 The first committee “to take into consideration the present arrangement of the 
pubEck schools in this Town” was appointed Dec. 14, 1781 (B. R., XXVI, 220). It 
did not complete its work until Oct. 16, 1789 (B. R., XXXI, 208-10). 

The schools of Muddy River (Brookline) and Rumney Marsh (Chelsea) have not 
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t^n inclucied in the study, tsecause the town did not consider them part of its school 
system. 

54 The South Grammar SchcKsl was closed Apr. 19, 1775 (see p. 4, supra). In his 
‘‘Catalogue of students,” Samuel Hunt, master of the North Grammar School, re- 
fcK to the “cruel Civil War — ^which drove me from my School at the North Part of 
the Town, which I left the 6’^ August,” 1775 (Jenks, op. cii., “Catalogue,” 107)- 
The writing schools may have closed on Apr. 19, or shortly afterward. On June 5, 
1776, the selectmen voted to reopen the South Grammar School, the South Writing 
School, and the North Writing School (B. R., XXV, 2). The South Writing School 
was opened July 22, 1776 (B- R., XXV, 3), and the North Grammar School not 
until Mar. 10, 1779 XXVI, 55). On Nov. 8, 1776, the town voted that the 

“School in Queen Street ... be immediately opened” (B. R., XVIII, 252). 



* 


CHAPTER II 

MASTERS AND USHERS OF THE 
GRAMMAR SCHOOLS 

THE FREE SCHOOL, I 635— 1 684 
THE LATIN SCHOOL, 1684— 1713 
THE SOUTH GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 1713—1775^ 




Philemon Pormort [Master) 

TT a Generali meeting upon publique notice,” April 13, 1635: 

L “Likewise it was then generally agreed upon y^ brother Mr 
Philemon Pormort shalbe intreated to become scholemaster 


for the teaching and nourtering of children us.”^ If he accepted the 
invitation, he may have remained until 1638, when he removed from 


Boston to Exeter, New Hampshire.^ 


Daniel Maude [Master) 

“At a general meeting of the richer inhabitants,” August 12, 1636, 
Daniel Maude was “chosen” master of the school.^ He probably con- 
tinued as master until 1 643, when he went to Dover, New Hampshire, 
as minister.^ 

yohn Woodhridge [Master) 

Probably succeeded Daniel Maude, in 1643. There is but one town 
record of his connection with the school: “Its ordered that the Con- 

1 1 have chosen the first two designations somewhat arbitrarily. See p. 5, supra, for 
names used during the periods indicated. 

2 MS. Records . . . 1634-1660 (see p. i, n. i, supra), and B. R., II, 5. 

Philemon Pormort, b. Grimsby, Lincolnshire, England, s. of Thomas and Dorothy 
(Dawson) Pormort. Was “under age” when his father’s will was proved, Oct. 27, 
1603. Married, at Alford, Lincolnshire, Oct. ii, 1627, Susaima, d. of William Bell- 
ingham. Left Alford after Nov. 24, 1633. Admitted freeman, Boston, Mass., May 6, 
1635 (B- R., XXIX, 136). See also B. R., II, 25, 27, 186, 2125 IX, 3, 4, 7, 10, 13, 26, 
38, 40, 44, 57; XXXII, 9, 75, 161, 233, 290. 

3 Records of the First Church, “1638, 6th of ii moneth:” Pormort dismissed with 
John Wheelwright, with whom he went to Exeter. Later, removed to Wells, Maine. 
Returned to Boston, and died there between 1653 and 1656. 

^ B. R., II, 160. See alsoB. R., II, 17, 166, 168, 170, 196, 198 (a deed, of Oct. 8, 1643, 
mentions “Daniel Maude of Boston”), 2095 XXIX, 137 (admitted freeman, Boston, 
May 25, 1636). 

Daniel Maude, b. 1586, s. of Edward Maude, Master of the Wakefield Gram- 
mar School, Yorkshire; B.A., Emmanuel College, Cambridge, 1606/7; M.A-, r6io; 
d. Dover, N. H., 1655. 

s If Pormort remained in the school until 1638, he probably assisted Maude, as writ- 
ing master. 
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Stable shall pay unto Deacon Eliot for the use of iif Woodbridge eight 
pounds due to him for keeping the Schoole the Last yeare^” Decem- 
ber 1644 .^ 


Robert Woodmansey (Master) 

Date of appointment unknown. Earliest town record, March ii, 
\ai649/50: ‘‘It is alsoe agreed on that Woodmansey, the School- 
^master, shall have fiftye pounds per annum.’’? He may have served un- 
^til shortly before his death, August 13, 1667. 

Daniel Henchman (Usher) 

Agreed with AL Danell Hincheman for £40. p. Ann® to assisst 
C^Woodmancy in the grammer Schoole & teach Childere to wright the 
Yeare to begine the of March 65“6.”s Resigned before Novem- 
ber 7, 1 668, when he was appointed, with three others, to lay out a 
town “about twelve miles westward from Marlborough neare the road 
\to Springfeild.”^ Served again as usher, from March i, 1669/70 to 
AMarch i, 1670/71.^0 

Benjamin Tompson (Master) 

■^Appointed “schole master,” August 26, 1667.^^ At a meeting of the 
selectmen, December 29, 1670, “It was agreed and ordered that Mr 
Ezechieil Cheeuers should be called to, & installed in the Free Schoole 
'^as head Master thereof, which he beinge then present, accepted of: like- 
^wise that M^ Tompson should be inuited to be an assistant to M^ Chee- 
“^Xuers in his worke in the schoole, w^^ M^ Tompson beinge present, de- 
^sired time to consider of & to giue his answere; — And, vpon the third 
^ day of January, gaue his answere to Major Generali Leueret in the 
^negatiue, he haueinge had, & accepted of, a call to Charlestowne,”^^ 

^6 B. R., II, 82. 

7 B. R., II, 99. See also B. R., II, 116 Qune 27, 1653), 139 (Aug. 31, 1657), 148 
(July 26, 1658)5 VII, 30 (Mar. 26, 1666). 

Robert Woodmansey, BA., Magdalene College, Cambridge, 1612/135 M.A., 1616. 

SB. R., VII, 30. 

^ Rees, of the Gmj. and Comp, of the Mass. Bay in Ne^ Eng.y IV, Pt. ii, 409. 

10 B. R., VII, 63 (Nov. 27, 1671). See also B. R., VII, 57 (Dec. 22, 29, 1670). Cap- 
tain in King Philip’s War5 d. Worcester, Oct. 15, 1685. 

11 B. R., VII, 38. 

Benjamin Tompson, b. July 14, 1642; A.B., Harvard, 1662; A.M.5 d. Apr. 13, 
1714. Preacher, poet, physician, teacher. See Evans, C., Amer. Bibliog., I, 224, 225, 
1376, 14895 and Ne^ Eng. Hist. Gen. Reg., XIV, 54, 1415 XV, 113, 1 16. Had taught 
at Newtown, L. I., and Westfield, Mass., before coming to Boston. 

12 B. R., VII, 57. 
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On January 6, 1 670/7 1, he “resigned vp the possestion of the schoole 

& sdioole house.” 


Ezekiel Cheever {Master) 

Appointed, December 29, 16705 received ‘"the key & possestion of 
the schoole ... as the sole Masf" thereof,” January 6, 1 670/7 1 M Served 
until his death, August 21, 1708.^5 

Ezekiel Lewis {Usher) 

“Psuant to a vote of the Town May 8^^ [1699] Ezekiel Lewis was 
agreed with and Admitted an Assistant to his Grandfather, Mr Ezekiel 
Cheever in the Latine free school.’’^^ Latest record, August 31,1 702.^^ 
Probably served until Nathaniel Williams was appointed, in 1703.^® 

Nathaniel Williams {Usher and Master) 

“The Town by their Vote,” June 25, 1703, “do declare their Appro- 
bation of M"". Nathaniel Williams to be an Assistant to m"", Ezekiel 
Chever,” and that he “be allowed the Sum of Eighty pounds for the 
year ensueing in case he accept and perform the aforesaid Service,” 

13 B. R., VII, 57. See also Suffolk Deeds, XII, 69; and Coll. Mass. Hist. Soc., 4th 
Series, VIII, 635. After leaving Boston, he taught at Charlestown, Braintree, and 
Roxbury. 
t4B. R.,VII,57. 

Ezekiel Cheever, b. London, Jan. 25, 1613/14; matriculated at Emmanuel College, 
Cambridge, Jan. 12, 1632/33, but did not graduate; came to Boston, June, 1637; 
schoolmaster at New Haven, 1638-50; Ipswich, 1650-61; Charlestown, 1661-71; 
d. Aug. 21, 1708- 

is See Hassam, J.T., Ezekiel Cheever and Some of his Descendants, in Hist. 

Gen. Reg., XXXIII, 167-202; and The Diary of Samuel Sewall, in Coll. Mass. Hist. 
Soc., 5th Series, V, 443; VI, 52, 171, 230-31, 236. Ibid, VI, 231: “Augt. 23, 1708. 
Mr. Chiever was buried from the School-house. The Gov^, Councillors, Ministers, 
Justices, Gentlemen there. Mr. Williams made a handsome Latin Oration in his 
Honour.’’ See also Evans, op. cit., I, 1384; III, 7870. 

B. R., VII, 238 (Aug. 28, 1699). See also B. R., VII, 236 (May 8, 1699). Ezekiel 
Lewis, b. Nov. 7, 1674; A.B., Harvard, 1695; A.M.; d. Aug. 4, 1755. 

17 B. R., XI, 27. 

B. R., VIII, 28 (Apr. 28, 1703): “Voted that the Selectmen do take care to procure 
Some meet person to be an assistant — in the — Lattin School.” After resigning, 
Lewis took an active part in town affairs. 
i^B. R., VIII, 29; XI, 33 (May 13, 1703). 

Nathaniel Williams, b. Aug. 16, 1675; A.B., Harvard, 1693; A.M.; d. Jan. 10, 
1737/38. Prince, T., Funeral sermon on the Rev. Nathanael Williams . . . (Boston, 
i73^)> 26-27: For a time, missionary in the West Indies, and on his return, private 
schoolmaster in Boston. His appointment at the public Grammar School did not 
“hinder him from employing his Intervals of Time, all along, in the Study and 
Practice of Physick . . . Nor did both these Businesses take off his Heart from the 
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He ‘"entered upon the Service of the Free School the day of July 
last,” 1703.“® Upon the death of Ezekiel Cheever, August 21, 1708, 
he was appointed master; and continued in that position until his r^ig~ 
nation, in 1734.-^ 


Ebenexer Thayer (Usher) 

Probably appointed shortly after December 19, 1709, when the town 
voted to “defray the Charge of an Assistant” to Nathaniel Williams, 
until the “Town meeting in inarch nextP’^z At the meetingof March 1 3, 
1 709/1O5 the town instructed the “Inspectors” to agree with “Thayer 
for his past Service.”^^ 

Edward IVigglesworth (Usher) 

Only town record, June 13, 1715: “Voted. An Addition of Ten 
pounds p Annum to m"" Wigglesworths Sallery as Usher of the Gramer 

SchooL ”24 


Benjamin Gibson (Usher) 

According to an entry, of March 29, 1720, in Samuel SevTalPs diary, 
“The Inspectors of the Grammar Schools met at the Council Cham- 
ber; SewaU, Davenport, Cooke, Savage, and with Mr. Williams the 
Master, approv’d of Mr. Benjamin Gibson, Bachelour, to be the Usher 
in School-street. ”25 Xhe only town record of his incumbency refers to 

MinisterkdV^ oik — And on all Accounts, as a ^kolar, School-Mastery P^siciafiy 
Preacher and Christian, so many Characters united in one Person and in such a De- 
gree, I can’t expect to see another like him.” See also Boston WeeUy Nenjos-Letter, 
Jan. 5~i2, 1738. Williams was chosen Rector (president) of Yale, but declined the 
honor. See Dexter, F. B., Documentary History of Yale University (New Haven, 1916), 
239-40: Letter from N. W.,May 13, 1723, to “the Trustees of Yale College”; and 
Boston Weekly Nevjs-Letter, Apr. 25-May 2, 1723. 

20 B. R., XI, 36 (Nov. 29, 1703), See also B. R., XI, 34 (July 26, 1703). 

21 B. R., XI, 79 (Sept. 6, 1708); XII, 59-60 (Mar. 12, 1733/34), (May 21, 1734). 
Opened a private school, after his resignation. 

22 B. R., VIII, 63. 

Ebenezer Thayer, b. Feb. i, .1688/89; A.B., Harvard, 1708; A.M.; d. Mar. 6, 
1732/33. Became pastor of the Second Church, Roxbury, Nov. 26, 1712. 

23 B. R., VIII, 66. See Evans, op. ciL, I, 2391, 2709, 2967. 

24 B. R., VIII, 113. 

Edward Wigglesworth, b. 1693; A.B., Harvard, 1 7 10; A.M.; S.T.D., Edinburgh, 
1730; first Hollis Prof, of Divinity, Harvard, 1721-65; FeEow, 1724-65; d. Jan. 16, 
1765 - 

See Evans, op. dt., 1, 2594, 3226; II, 3493, 3975, 4209, 4324, 4863; III, 7338, 7592, 
^064, 9541. 

25 CoB. Mass. Hist. Soc., 5th Series, VII, 247. 

Benjamin Gibson, b. Nov. 4, 1700; A.B., Harvard, 1719; A.M.; d. 1723. 
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a payment “for his Services as Usher of the Gramer School . . . Ending 
the Second of May next,” 1 721 Probably served until July, 1 722.” 

Joseph Green {Usher) 

Appointed or Usher ... to Enter upon the Said busynes the 

Sixteenth of July Current,” 1722.^8 Resigned, July 17, 1724.29 

Samuel Dunbar {Usher) 

At a meeting of September 12, 1724, Sam^h Dunbar was ap- 
proved of by the Select men as Usher to m^. Nath^h Williams being 
Recommended by Him from J uly 1 7^^. (at which time m’^. Joseph Green 
Resigned it).”3o Probably served until October 17, 1727.21 

Jeremiah Gridley {Usher) 

Appointed **Usher or assistant to m’^ Nathan^ ^ Williams at the Gramer 
School from the 1 7^^ octo^ Instant,” 1 727.22 Probably served until F eb- 
ruary 4, 1733 / 34 -"" 

John Lovell {Usher and Master) 

Appears, for the first time in the town records, in connection with a 
petition. May 10, 1732.24 Mentioned, July 28, 1732, as “one of the 
Ushers of the South Gramer SchooL”22 Probably appointed shortly 
after March 10, 1728/29, when the town “On the Motion of m"^ 
Nathan^^ Williams for another Usher or Assistant . . . VotedThat there 

^ B. R., VIII, 152-53 (Mar. 14, 1720/21). 

27 B. R., XIII, 100 (July 14, 1722): The selectmen acted on Nathaniel Williams’s 
“need of An Usher or Assistant in the Gramer School.” Gibson had left, or was 
about to leave. 

28 B. R., XIII, 100 (July 14, 1722). 

Joseph Green, b. June 22, 17015 A.B., Harvard, 17205 A.M.5 d. Oct. 4, 1770. See 
Evans, op. cit.y III, 7011. 

R-, XIII, 131 (Sept. 12, 1724). 

30 B. R., XIII, 13 1. 

Samuel Dunbar, b. May ii, 17045 A.B., Harvard, 17235 A.M.5 June 15, 1783. 
See Evans, op. cit., II, 6308, 6309, 61285 III, 6664, 6994, 7185, 8586, 9381. 

31 B. R-, XIII, 170 (Oct. 26, 1727). 

3 ^B. R., XIII, 170. 

Jeremiah Gridley, b. Mar. 10, 1701/25 A.B., Harvard, 17255 A.M.5 d. Sept. 10, 
1767. Editor, Weekly Rekearsaly 1731-325 Attorney General, Mass., 1767. 

33 B. R., XIII, 248 (Jan. 9, 1733/34); XII, 63 (Mar. 20, 1733/34)- 

34 B. R.,xn, 31. 

John Lovell, b. Apr. i, 17105 A.B., Harvard, 17285 A.M.5 177^* See Evans, op. 

city II, 52315 III, 72335 IV, 10043. 

35 B. R., XII, 36. 
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be Alowed the Sum of Eighty Pounds for another Usher of the Said 
School, when a Sutable Person is Provided to the Satisfaction of the 
Selectmen as usuaL” 3 ^Appointed"‘Masterof the South Grammar School 
. . . to Succeed the Rev. Mr. Nathanael WilliamSj’’ May 21, 1734,3? 
Left the school, April 19, 1775.38 

Nathaniel Oliver ^ yunior (Usher) 

Appointed “Usher or A^istant to Mr. Nathanael Williams,” Janu- 
ary 9, 1733/34^ “To Commence from 4^^. Feb .”39 Resigned, Sep- 
tember 10, 1734.^® 

Samuel Gibson (Usher) 

Appointed “Usher of the South Grammar School, in the room of mr. 
Nathanael Oliver ... to enter into that Service, the of Sept"", next, 

1734.41 Last record of incumbency, March 12, 1749/50.42 

Robert Treat Paine (Usher) 

Appointed “usher of said School, to Enter on that Service on Monday 
next the ninth instant,” April, 1750.43 At a meeting of the selectmen, 
August 27, 1 750, “M^ John Lovell Master of the South Grammar 
School appeared and informed that Mr. Robert Treat Paine his Usher 
left that Employment this Day fortnight .”44 


36 B. R., XII, 4, See Jenks, op. cit.y “Catalogue,” i8n. 

37 B. R., XII, 86. See Boston WeeMy Nenjos-Letter^ May 16-23, 1734. 

38 See Harrison Gray Otis’s letter, p. 4, supra. LoveU went to Halifax with the British 
troops, March, 1776, and died there, 1778. 

39 B, R., XIII, 248; XII, 63 (Mar. 20, 1733/34). 

Nathaniel Oliver, Jr., b. June 2, 1713; A.B., Harvard, 1733; A.M.; d. 1769. 

^ B. R., XIII, 258 (Aug. 14, 1734). See also B. R., XIII, 268 (Mar. 4, 1734/35). 

41 B. R., XIII, 258 (Aug. 14, 1734). 

Samuel Gibson, b. Oct. 31, 17115 AJB., Harvard, 17305 A.M.; d. 1750. Brother of 
Benjamin Gibson. 

42 B. R., XIV, 239 (Apr. 4, 1750): “M’^. John Lovell, master of the South Grammar 
School appeared and informed the Select men that his late Usher m^ Samuel Gibson 
dec&d a few days since.” 

43 B. R., XVII, 239 (Apr. 4, 1750). 

Robert Treat Paine, b. Mar. 12, 1730/315 A.B., Harvard, 1749; A.M.5 LL.D., 
18055 d. May ii, 1814. Signer, JDeclaration of Independence5 Attorney General, 
Mass., 1779-905 Judge, Supreme Court, Mass., 1790-1804. 

44 B. R., XVII, 246. 
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Nathaniel Gardner (Usher) 

Appointed "'Usher of the said School,” August 27, 1 750.45 Latest town 
record, May 15, 1759: "‘Voted that the Sum of Sixty Pounds be al- 
lowed and paid to Nathaniel Gardner for his Salary as Usher of the 
South Grammar SchooL”46 

James Lovell ( Usher) 

Probably appointed during the illness of Nathaniel Gardner, who died 
March 26, 1760. Earliest town record, May 16, 1760, "‘James Lovel 
. . . Usher in the South Grammar School’’^? Left, April 19, 1775, 
when his father dismissed the schooL^s 


THE NORTH GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

Recompense Wadsworth (Master) 

Appointed, March 30, 1713, to ‘"enter upon the Service of School- 
master of y® Grammer School at the North on y® 20*=^ of Aprill next.”49 
Served about two months. 


John Barnard (Master) 

""M^ John Barnerd Late of Salem, was by the Sel. men Invited to be y® 
Master of y® Gramar School at the North end of Boston in y® Room 
of M** R. Wadsworth deceaced ... he being now present doth Signifie 
his willingness to Accept thereof and to enter upon y^ Service on the 


45 B. R., XVII, 246. 

Nathaniel Gardner, b. Oct. ii, 17195A.B., Harvard, 17395 A.M.5 d.Mar. z 6 ,ij 6 o. 

46 B. R., XVI, 24—25. See Boston Evening Post, Mar. 31, 1760; “Last Wednesday 
morning died here, ^ter a very short illness with a Fever, Nathaniel Gardner, jun., 
M.A. Several Years usher to the South Grammar Sch9ol in this town.” 

47 B. R., XVI, 43. 

James Lovell, b. Oct. 31, 1737; son of John LoveJl,* A.B., Harvard, 17565 A.M.5 
d. July 14, 1814. See Evans, op, ciL, III, 7232, 86405 IV, 12099. 

4 ^ Imprisoned as a spy by British soldiers, June 29, 1775. See the “Diary kept in 
Boston Goal — Peter Edes — 1775’* (MS. in Mass. Hist. Soc. library), and “Boyle's 
Journal of Occurrences in Boston, 1759-1778” {Nevo Eng, Hist Gen, Reg,, LXXXV, 
25). Exchanged, Nov. 30, 1776. 

Delegate to the Continental Congress5 Receiver of Taxes, Collector of the Port, and 
Naval Officer, at Boston. 

49 B- R., XI, 18 1. In 1709, he substituted, in the South Grammar School, for Na- 
thaniel Williams, “dureing his present Indisposition” (B. R., XI, 91}. 

Recompense Wadsworth, b. Mar. 19, 1688/89; A.B-, Harvard, 17085 A.M.5 d- 
June 9, 1713. Cotton Mather’s treatise, Golgotha ^Boston, 1713), was occasioned by 
Wadsworth’s death. 
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27^^ of August cur^”5o j\|- ]^is own ‘'motion and request^” the select- 
men voted, January 13, 171 8; 19, to “dismiss him from the Sendee of 

Schoolmaster. ”5 1 


Peleg Wisvoall {Master) 

“Invited to take y® charge as master of the Free Gramer School at y® 
North,” April 29, 1719.52 Accepted, and served until February 9, 

1767.53 

Jonathan Helyer ( Usher) 

Appointed, September 7, 1 73S,“Usher of the said School . . . To Com- 
mence the 28^^ of September Currant.”54 At a meeting of the select- 
men, January 20, 1 741/42, “Mr. Peleg Wiswall Master of the North 
Grammar School, Appearing Informed that mr. Jonathan Helyer . . . 

hath now resigned, ”5 5 


Samuel White {Usher) 

Appointed, January 20, 1 741/42, “Usher in the School in the room of 
mr. Jon*. Helyer.”s6 The selectmen reported, May 3, 1745, “that 
they Apprehend the Number of Scholars in the North Grammar School 
so small as that there is no Occasion for an Usher,” whereupon “It was 
Voted that the said Usher M^. White be Continued in said School until 
his next Quarter is compleat and be paid as heretofore, & then be dis- 
charged. ”57 

Ephraim Langdon {Usher) 

Appointed, December 13, 1758. The selectmen “desired that He 

50 B. R., XI, 192- Had been master of the grammar school at Salem. 

John Barnard, b. Feb. 26, 1689/90; A.B., Harvard, 1709; A.M.; d. June 14, 1757. 
See Evans, op, at., II, 3390, 4336, 5737. 

51 B. R., XIII, 48. Ordained, Apr. 8, 17195 succeeded his father as pastor of North 
Parish, Andover, Ma^. 

S2B. R.,VIII, 139. 

Pekg Wiswall, b. Feb. 5, 1682/83; A.B., Harvard, 1702; A,M.; d. Sept. 2, 1767. 

53 Resigned on account of illness. See B . R., XX, 243-44 (Feb. 5, 1767): James Lx)veil 
to have “charge of said School,” temporarily, beginning Feb. 9, 1767. 

54 B. R-, XV, 133. 

Jonathan Helyer, b. Apr. 19, 1719; A.B., Harvard, 1738; A.M.; d. May 27, 1745. 

55 B. R., XV, 324. 

56 B. R., XV, 324- 

Probably one of three Samuel Whites: (t) A.B., Harvard, 1731; A.M.; (2) A.B., 
Harvard, 1740; A.M.; (3) A.B., Harvard, 1741; A.M. 

57 B. R., XIV, 73. 
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would give his Attendance at the School tomorrow,” December 14.^^ 
Served until August, 1765.59 

Andrew Eliot ^ Junior {Usher) 

Appointed, January 1 1, 1 765, “to serve the School in that capacity for 
one Month,” Ephraim Langdon the “Usher . . . being still confined to 
his House.”^^ 


Josiah Langdon {Usher) 

Appointed, December 1 1, 1 7 65, “Usher of the North Grammer School 
in the room of M"*. Ephraim Langdon deceased.”^^ Probably began 
teaching early in February, 17655 at the expiration of Andrew Eliot’s 
“one Month” appointment.^^ Resigned early in 1767.^3 

Samuel Hunt {Master) 

Appointed, April 8, 1767.^4 Permitted, October 19, 1768, to “leave 
the Charge of the School to his Brother during his absence,” in the 
country, “which he thought might be a Week.”^5 Served until Au- 
gust 6, 1775.^^ 


B. R., XIX, 100. 

Ephraim Langdon, b. Aug. 7, 1733; A.B., Harvard, 17525 A.M.5 d. Nov. 21, 

1765- 

59 B. R., XX, 192. See also B. R., XX, 122. 

60 B. R.,XX, 127. 

Andrew Eliot, b. Jan. ii, 1743/445 A.B., Harvard, 17625 A.M.5 A.M. (Hon.), 
Yale, 17745 Librarian, Harvard, 1763-675 Tutor, 1767-745 Fellow, 1772-745 d. 
Oct. 26, 1805. 

61 B. R., XX, 189. 

Josiah Langdon, b. Mar. 3, 1745/465 A.B., Harvard, 17645 A-M.; d. 1779. Cousin 
of Ephraim Langdon. 

62 B. R., XX, 132 (Feb. 6, 1765): Two of the selectmen were appointed “to treat 
with M^" Josiah Langdon respecting the place of Usher to the North Grammar 
School, during the confinement of the present Usher.” 

63 B. R., XX, 243 (Feb. 5, 1767): “declined officiating any longer.” The town clerk 
wrote “Nathaniel,” instead of “Josiah.” This is but one of many clerical errors in the 
town records. 

64 B. R., XX, 249. 

Samuel Hunt, b. Oct., 17455 A.B., Harvard, 17655 A.M.5 d. Sept. 8, 1816. 

65 B. R., XX, 313. William Hunt, A.B., Harvard, 17685 A.M. 

66 Seep. II, n. 54.B.R.,XXV, 2(Juue 5, 1776): Appointed master of the South Gram- 
mar School. Served there until 1805. 



CHAPTER III 

MASTERS AND USHERS OF THE 
WRITING SCHOOLS 

THE WRITING SCHOOL IN QUEEN STREET 


A’ 


yohn Cole {Master) 

PPOINTED, ‘‘to keep a Free schoole to teache y* Children of 

L thisTowne to read & write for one yeare from the of this 
instant Nov^.,” 1684,^ The fact that he received a new ap- 


pointment, March 10, 1689/90, suggests an interim during which he 
was not in charge of the school. ^ However, he served from that date 


until April 12, 1714, when he resigned. ^ 


yacoh Sheafe {Master) 

Appointed, March 16, 17 13/14, “Successor to M*’ John Cole,” and 
“entered upon that Service as master of y® Free writing School in Queen 
Street y® 1 2^^ of April curi.”^ Served until July 1 1, 1 722, when he be- 
came master of the South Writing School.^ 


Edward Mills {Master) 

Appointed, July ii, 1722.^ Probably served until June, 1732, when 
the town “Voted that m^ Edward Mills School master haue an assistant 
being in a Bad State of Health.”^ 

^ B. R., VII, 17 1 (Nov. 24, 1684). 

John Cole, b. Nov. 17, 1643. 

2B. R., VII, 200. 

3 B. R., XI, 202 (Apr. 13, 1714). In a letter to the selectmen, Oct. 15, 1713, he says: 
“I find keeping of the free school grows too hard for me, — and therefore am deter- 
mined to hold it no longer than this year, which ends in the beginning of the next 
April, and is the 30th year of my keeping school” {New Eng. Hist. Gen. Reg.^ XXX, 
236). 

4 B. R., VIII, 1015 XI, 202 (Apr. 13, 1714). 

Jacob Sheafe, b. Feb. 18, 1681/82; d. Dec. 26, 1760. 

5 B. R., XIII, 100. At this meeting of the selectmen, Edward Mills was chosen mas- 
ter of the South Writing School, but the appointment was given to Sheafe, “Signi- 
fieing his Desire to take the Charge of the School in the Common, his father s house 
being near thereto.” 

6 B. R., XIII, 100. 

Edward Mills, b. June 29, 1665; A.B., Harvard, 1685; A.M.; d. Nov. 7, 1732. 
Had been master of a private school for many years. See Mass. Archives, LVIII, 278; 
and B. R., XI, 172 (Sept. 8, 1712). 

7 B. R., XII, 36 (June 27, 1732). See also B. R., XIII, 218 Qune 14, 1732). Outside 
of school hours, for some years before his death, he taught “the Children of such in- 
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Samuel Holyoke {Master) 

Appointed, March 13, 1732/33, “master of the School lately kept by 
M*" Edward Mills Deceaced.”® Serv^ed until early in 1768.9 

Samuel Holbrook [Master) 

Appointed, August i, 1753, “Writing Master at the School in Queen 
Street.”*® After this date, there were two masters at the school. Samuel 
Holyoke was the “Senior Master.” According to a town record of 
August 7, 1754, Holbrook “has resign’d.”** Probably served until 
August 9, 1754. 

John Proctor y Junior [Master) 

Appointed, August 9, 1754, “Writing Master at the School in Queen 
Street ... to continue there until next March.” *2 Served as “one of the 
Masters of the Writing School in Queen Street,” until late in 1 773.^^ 

James Carter [Usher and Master) 

Appointed, May 4, 1768, “Usher to the Writing School in Queen 
Street.”*^The “Selectmen desired Him to attend at the School , . . the 
next Monday being May 9^^. lybS.”*^ Elected master of the school, 
November i o, 1 773, to begin “on Friday next at 9. o’clock in the Fore- 
noon,” November 12.*^ Served until the schools closed, in 1775 . *7 

digent Members of the Church of England Gratis, as are not able to pay for the 
same” {Boston Weekly Hevos-Lettery June 2 1-28, 1733). Appointed by the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts - 
® B. R., XII, 41. Samuel Holyoke, b. Mar. 21, 1694/95; d. Mar. 16, 1768. 

9 Holyoke asked for certain repairs. Sept. 30, 1767 (B. R., XX, 270). 

*oB. R., XVII, 299. 

Samuel Holbrook, b. June 26, 1714; A.B., Harvard, 1734; A.M. Had been usher 
to his brother, Abiah, master of the South Writing School. 

B. R., XrV, 261. See also B. R., XIX, 12 (Aug. 15, 1754): Private school license. 
B. R., XIX, 12. 

John Proctor, Junior, b. Dec. 31, 1726; d. Nov. 4, 1773. Son of John Proctor, 
former master of the North Writing School. Had been usher at the N. W. S. 

B. R., XXIII, 201 (Nov, 10, 1773): ^‘deceased the last Week.” “Boyle’s Journal of 
Occurrences in Boston, 1759-1778” {Ne^ Eng, Hist, Gen. Reg,, LXXXIV, 367), entry 
of Nov. 4, 1773: “Died Mr. John Proctor, aged 48 years, Master of the Writing 
School in Queen-Street.” See also ibid, 265, 267. 

B. R., XVI, 247: “has for some Years past been an Assistant to” John Tileston, 
master of the North Writing School. Had been an apprentice to John Proctor, Jr. 
James Carter, d. 1798. 

*5 B. R., XX, 291 (May 7, 1768). B. R., XXIII, 202. 

*7 Carter was again master of the school after it was opened by town vote of Nov. 8, 
1776 (B. R., XVIII, 252). Appointed, June 5, 1776, “to ofladate” as master of the 
South Writing School, “untill Mr. Holbrook removes to Town” (B. R., XXV, 2). 
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Ahiah Hdhrook 

Appointed, November lo, 1773, on the recommendation of Samuel 
Holbrook and James CarterJ^ Serv'ed until 1775.^9 

THE XORTH WRITING SCHOOL 

Richard Henchman (^Master) 

Appointed, November i, 1700.^® Latest town record, March 14, 
1714/15.22 May have ser\^ed until April 29, 1719. 

Jeremiah Candy (Master) 

Appointed, April 29, 1719, “master for the New writing School at y® 
North.”22 Latest town record, December 2, 1730.23 Probably served 
until the appointment of John Proctor. 

John Proctor (^Master) 

Appointed, March 9, 1730/31.24 Served until March 15, 1742/43.25 

Ziachariah Hicks {Usher and Master) 

Earliest town record, March i, 1732/33: “m^. Hicks assistant to m^. 
Procter.”26 Probably appointed shortly after June 27, 1 732, when the 

IS B. R., XXIII, 202. 

Abiah Holbrook, son of Elisba Holbrook, was the nephew of Abiah Holbrook (see 
n. 31, infra\ and had been one of his pupils at the South Writing School (B. R., 
XXIX, 318). 

19 B. R., XXV, 78 (Oct, 28, 1778): “entered as Usher under” his uncle, Samuel Hol- 
brook, “Master of the Writing School in the Common,” Oct. 26, 1778. Appointed, 
Nov. 18, 1778 (B. R., XXV, 79); resigned, Nov. i, 1779 (B. R., XXV, 103). 

20 B. R., XI, 4 (Apr, 28, 1701). 

Richard Henchman, b. 16555 d. Feb. 15, 1724/25. Son of Daniel Henchman (p. 13, 
supra). Had been schoolmaster at Yarmouth and W^orcester. See The Diary of Sam- 
uel Sewall {Call. Mass. Hist. Soc., 5th Series, VII, 348), entry of Feb. 15, 1724/25. 

21 B. R., VIII, no- Licensed to sell liquor, July 6, 1719 (B. R., XIII, 55), July 10, 
1722 (B. R., XIII, 99), July 8, 1723 (B. R., XIII, 116). See Jets and Resolves of the 
Prov. of the Mass. Bay, X, 291 Qune ii, 1723): “A Petition of Richard Henchman, 
Shewing that for many Years he has taught School in the Town of Boston, but by 
reason of his Lameness, & advanced age, has been lately render’d Uncapable of that 
Work, & thereupon has Obtained a Licence for Retailing of Strong Drink,” 

22 B. R-, VIII, 139. 23 B. R., XIII, 202. 

Jeremiah Condy, b. Jan. 2, 1682/83. 

24 B. R., XII, 21. Had been master of a private school (B. R., XIII, 108). 

25 B. R.,XIV,4. 

26 B. R., XIII, 227. 

Zachariah Hicks, bap. Feb. 22, 1701/25 AJB., Harvard, 17245 A.M.5 d. July 29, 
1761. 
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town instructed the selectmen to provide an usher for the North Writ- 
ing School, Left, to become master of the South Writing School, 
May 13, 1742.2s Appointed, March 15, 1742/43, “Schoolmaster for 
the North Writing School in the room of Mr. John Procter who has 
resigned that place.”29 Resigned in March, 1761.30 

Abiah Holbrook (Usher) 

Appointed, July 1 9, 1 742,“ Usher in the said School under mr. Procter, 
to enter the first of August next.’^^i Served until March 23, 1742/43, 
when he became master of the South Writing SchooL 32 

yohn Proctor, yuntor (Usher) 

Appointed, August 17, 1743, “Usher to m’'. Zech^ Hicks master of 
the North Writing SchooL”33 Served until August 9, 1754, when he 
became one of the masters of the Writing School in Queen Street. 34 

yohn Tileston (Usher and Master) 

Appointed, August 15,1 754, “Usher at the North Writing SchooL ”35 
Succeeded Zachariah Hicks, as master, by town vote, March 23, 1 76 1 . 3 ^ 
“On Wednesday the 2^. of this Insh April . . . Introduced ... as Master 
of that SchooL”37 Served until the schools closed, in 1775.38 

yames Carter (Usher) 

Appointed, April 29, 1761.39 Served until May 9, 1768, when he be- 
came “Usher to the Writing School in Queen Street,”4o 


27 B. R., XII, 35-36. 

28 B. R., XII, 297 (May ii, 1742)5 XV, 344 (“Memorandum** of May 13, 1742). 

29 B. R., XIV, 4. 

39 B. R., XIX, 141 (Mar. 18, 1761): “desired to resign.” B. R., XVI, 56 (Mar. 23, 
1761): “had resign’d.” 

31 B. R., XV, 351. 

Abiah Holbrook, b. July 14, 1718; d. Jan. 28, 1769. After serving an apprentice- 
ship to John Proctor, he had been master of a private school. 

32 B. R., XVII, 10. 33 B. R., XVII, 28. 34 B. R., XIX, 12. 

35 B. R., XIX, 13. 

John Tileston, b. Feb. 27, 1735/365 d. Oct, 13, 1826. Had served an apprentice- 
ship to Zachariah Hicks, from 1749 to 1754. 

36 B. R., XVI, 56. 37 B. R., XIX, 145 (Apr. 1 5, 1761). 

38 Reappointed, June 5, 1776 (B. R., XXV, 2), and served until 1819. See Ne^ Eng, 
Hist. Gen. Reg., XIX, 342. 

39 B. R., XIX, 147. 

40 B. R., XX, 291 (May 7, 1768). Appointed, May 4, 1768 (B. R., XVI, 247). 
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JVilliam Dali (Usher) 

Appointed, Alay p, 17685 to "‘‘go down to M^. Tilestone's School,” 
Hay 9, 1768.^^ Latest town record, July 19, 1774.^- Probably sen-'cd 
until the schcx)ls closed, in 1775.^3 

THE SOUTH WRITING SCHOOL 

jfmes Angler (Master) 

Appointed, March 15, 1719/20, ‘‘School master at y« new writing 
School House at y® South.”^^ Dismissed for incompetence, May 1 5, 

1722.45 

Jacob Sheaf e (Master) 

Appointed, July ii, 1722.46 Latest town record, June 17, 1726.47 
Probably served until May 8, 1727. 

Peter Blin (Master) 

Appointed, May 8, 1727, “Master of the South SchooL”48 Latest town 
record, December 2, 1730.49 Probably served until March 9, 1730/31. 

Samuel Allen (Master) 

Appointed, March 9, 1730/31.50 At a meeting of the selectmen, 
April 28, 1742, “Mr. &muel Allen Master of the South Writing 
School Appeared & Informed that he was very much impaired in his 
Health and could no longer serve theTown as Master of the said School, 

41 B. R., XX, 291. 

William Dali, b. Dec. 20, 17535 d. 1829. At fifteen, Dali was appointed on an ap- 
prenticeship basis. 

42 B. R., XVIII, 18 1. 

43 B. R., XXV, 46 (Aug. 6, 1777}: Reappointed usher in the North Writing School; 
“Services . . . commenced,” June 2, 1777; resigned, Oct. 15, 1777 (B. R., XXV, 50). 

44 B. R., VIII, 143. 

Ames Angier, b. June 29, 1681; A.B., Harvard, 1701; A.M.; d. 1729. Had been 
master of the town grammar school in Watertown, Mass., and had conducted a 
private school in Boston (The diary of John Comer, in Coll, R. L Hist, Soc,, VIII, 
21). See Evans, op, cit,^ I, 1661. 

45 B. R., VIII, 164-65. 

46 B. R., XIII, 100. 

47 B. R.,XIII, 153. 

48 B. R., Vm, 21 1. 

Peter Blin, b. Jan. 16, 1703/4. 

49 B. R., XIII, 202. 

50 B. R., XII, 21. 

Samuel Allen, b. Sept. 7, 1706; A.B., Harvard, 1728; A.M.; d. July 21, 1742. 
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and Desired that some Suitable Person might be Appointed to Supply 
hisplace.”=^ May have sensed until May 1 1, 1742. 

Zachariah Hicks (^Master) 

Appointed^ May 1 15 1742, and “put . . . into Possession of the South 
Writing School as Master,” May 13, 1742.52 Served until March 15, 
1742/43, when he became master of the North Writing SchooL 55 

Jhiah Holbrook [Master) 

Appointed, March 23, 1742/43, “Master of the South Writing School 
in the room of m"", Hicks.”54 Served until January, 1769.55 

Samuel Holbrook ( Usher and Master) 

Appointed usher, by his brother, Abiah, August, 1745.56 Resigned, 
August I, 1753, to become one of the masters of the Writing School 
in Queen Street.57 Appointed master of the South Writing School, 
March 27, 1769.58 Served until the schools closed, in 1775.59 

Joseph Ward (Master) 

Was given “Charge of the South Working [sic] School . . . the 28. of 
January last, and he left it the io‘^. of April,” 1769.^0 

John Final (Usher) 

Earliest town record. May 10, 1757: ‘"John Vinal . , . Usher of the 
Writing School in the Common.”6i His announcement that an evening 

51 B. R., XV, 340. 

52 B. R., XU, 297; XV, 344. See also Boston Weekly Ne^s-Letter^ May 6-13, 13--20, 
1742. 

5 3 B. R., XIV, 4. 

54 B. R., XVII, 10. 

55 Died Jan. 28, 1769. 

56 B. R., XIV, 82 (Mar. 1 1, 1745/46): “Abia Holbrook master of the South Writing- 

School . . . was obliged to appoint his Brother to tend one part of the Scholars . . . 
Seven months past.” • 

57 B. R., XVII, 299. 

s8 B. R., XXIII, ir. Probably did not begin until Apr. 10, 1769 (see Ward). 

59 B. R., XXV, 2 (June 5, 1776): Appointed master of the South Writing Schoolj 
B. R., XXV, III (Mar. i, 1780): Resigned. 

50 B. R., XXIII, 21 (June 28, 1769). Appointed, on the death of Abiah Holbrook. 
“Working” for “Writing” is another clerical error in the town records. 

51 B. R., XIV, 307. 

John Vinal, b. Sept. 13, 1724J A.B., Harvard, 175 if A.M.; d. 1823. See Evans, 
op, cit, VIII, 24962. 
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school “will be opened the Third Day of October [1756] at the South- 
Wri ting-School” indicates that he was an usher there at that time>^ 
Mzj have succeeded Samuel Holbrook, August i, 1 753. Seri'ed as late 
as ]\Iay 15, 1764.^3 

John Fenno [Usher) 

Earliest town record, March 9, 1773.^4 Resigned, March 16, 1774.^5 
Andrew Cunningham [Usher) 

Appointed, March 16, 1774A6 Probably ser\’'ed until the schools closed 
in 1775. 


Boston Gazette, Sept- 13? 27, 1756. 

^3 B. R., XVI, 118-19: Has smallpox. Does not appear again in the town records 
until June 21, 1781 (B. R., XXV, 149), when he was appointed master of the South 
Writing School. Reigned, June i, 1795 (B. R., XXXI, 390); ran for governor, re- 
ceived six votes, Apr. 6, 1795 XXXI, 392). 

64 B. R., XVIII, 1 18. 

65 B. R., XXIII, 213. 

66 B. R., XXIII, 213. Had been one of Abiah Holbrook’s pupils at the South Writ- 
ing School (B. R., XXIX, 319). 

Andrew Cunningham, b. Feb. 16, 1760; d. Aug. 29, 1829. At fourteen, he was 
appointed on an apprenticeship basis. 



CHAPTER IF 

APPOINTMENTS AND QUALIFICATIONS 

T he masters were appointed by the town, or by the selectmen 
on instructions from the town.^ Town appointments were 
made by ‘"Written Votes,” in most instances: 

According to the Vote of Yesterday the To^^m proceeded to the Choice of a 
Schoolmaster for the North Writing School in the room of Mr- John Procter 
who has resigned that place and upon Collecting and Sorting the Votes it Ap- 
peared that Mr. Zechariah Hicks was Chosen by a very great Majority.^ 

When Hicks resigned, John Vinal, usher at the South Writing School, 
and John Tileston, usher at the North Writing School, petitioned that 
they “might be appointed to succeed ... as Master” of the school. “The 
Town having brought in their Votes, upon sorting them it appeared 
that the number of Voters were 403, and that M^. John Tilestone was 
chosen Master of the North Writing School by a very great majority.”^ 
Often the town authorized the selectmen to make appointments, as 
in the vote of March 9, 1767: 

The Petition of a number of Inhabitants “that a Master may be chosen for 
the North Grammar School” was read, and debate had thereon, whereupon 
Voted, that the Selectmen be a Committee on behalf of the Town to make 
choice of a Gentleman out of the Cahdidates that shall offer themselves, as 
they may most approve of as a Master for said School."*- 

At a meeting, April 8, 1767, “The Selectmen in compliance with the 
Vote of the Town at their late Meeting respecting the appointment of a 
Master for the North Grammar School, have unanimously made choice 
of M’^- Samuel Hunt Jun^. of Cambridge to supply that School.’’^ An- 
other illustration of the procedure occurs in a town vote “That the Se- 

^ The first “Inspectors” were requested by the town. Mar. r 3, 1 709/ 10, to agree with 
an usher for the grammar school (B, R., VIII, 66). This did not become the town 
practice. 

^ B. R., XIV, 4 (Mar. 15, 1742/43), Hicks had been elected master of the South Writ- 
ing School, May ii, 1742, “by a handy Vote” (B. R., XII, S97). See also B. R., 
Vin, 29 (June 25, 1703), 139 (Apr. 29, 1719)5 XII, 86 (May 21, 1734)5 XXHI, ii 
(Mar. 27, 1767). Ushers were usually appointed by the selectmen. 

3 B. R., XVI, 56 (Mar. 23, 1761), 

4 B. R., XVI, 200. 

3 B- R., XX, 249. See also B- R., XVI, 13 (I^y 16, 1758): “the Selectmen . . . are 
desired to issue a Warrant for a Town Meeting ... in Order to know whether the 
Town will then desire said Selectmen to appoint a Master for the North Grammar 
School, or an Usher or Assistant to the present Master there.” 
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lectmen take Care to provide a Master for the North Writing School, 
and make a Return of their doin^ therein to the next Town ^'leet- 
Ai! emergency appointments were made by the selectmen, with- 
out consulting the town. Such actions were reported at subsequent town 
meetings. 7 

In some cases, the town requested the selectmen to recommend ‘‘suit- 
able Persons” for appointment: 

The SeL men pursuant to the Town vote and the directions in the Law have 
advised ab^ a Master for the Grammer School at y® North, and Accordingly 
have Treated Recompense Wadsworth as judging him to be a Sutable 

person for that Service, and do accordingly Recomend him to the Town, and 
do propose that Sixty pounds p, annum be allowed him for y® Service.^ 

Usually, the recommendations of the selectmen were accepted and con- 
firmed by town vote. An interesting instance of “disallowance” appeam 
in connection with the new North Writing School: 

Voted. That the Selectmen together with the comittee for Erecting a 
writeing School House at the North — be desired to recomend Some person 
or persons Sutable for a School-master there, and to make Report thereof to 
y® Town at their next meeting.^ 

At the “next meeting,” the town “Voted a disallowance of the Comit- 
tees Report Relating to the Nomination of m"" John Briggs to be mas- 
ter of the New writing School at y® North.”^^ The town was not in- 
fluenced by the presence, on this committee, of Edward and Thomas 
Hutchinson, the two donors of the school. 

The selectmen were enjoined, by the colony law of May 3, 1654? 
“not to admitt or suffer any such to be contynewed in the office or place 
of teaching, educating, or instructing of youth or child . . . that haue 

^ B. R., XII, 13 (M2x. 10, 1729/30)- See also B. R., VII, 236 (May 8, 1699), 238 
(Aug. 28, 1699)5 XrV, 261 (Aug. 7, 1754)5 XIX, 12 (Aug. 9, 1754). 

7 When Robert Treat Paine resigned unexpectedly, the selectmen appointed Nathan- 
iel Gardner “Usher of said School, until further Orders,'* Aug. 27, 1750 (B. R., 
XVII, 246). 

®B. R., XI, 178 (Feb. 16, 1712/13). Nathaniel Gardner, Junior, “having been recom- 
mended to us as a Sutable Person for that trust, and upon Inquiry made into his 
character,** was appointed usher, by the selectmen, Jan. 9, 1733/34 (R- R*? XIII> 
248). Joseph Green and Samuel Dunbar were recommended by Nathanbl Williams5 
Robert Treat Paine and Nathaniel Gardner, by John Lovell; Jonathan Helyer, 
Samuel White, and Ephraim Langdon, by Peleg Wiswall; James Carter, by John 
Tileston5 Abiah Holbrook, by Samuel Holbrook and James Carter5 Andrew Cun- 
ningham, by Samuel Holbrook. 

^ B. R.^ VIII, 137 (Mar. 10, 1718/19). 

B. R., VIII, 138 (Apr. 29, 1719). 
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manifested themselves unsound in the faith or scandalous in their 
Hues,” According to an enactment of June 28, 1 701, grammar school 
masters had ‘‘to be approved by the ministers of the town, and the min- 
isters of the two next adjacent towns, or any two of them, by certifi- 
cates under their hands.”^^ h jg probable that similar approval was re- 
quired for the writing school masters, although they are not men- 
tioned, in this connection, in colony or town actions. In Boston, the 
town ministei^ only were consulted: 

Whereas the Rev^ Ministers of this Town have already (most of them) Signi- 
fied under their hands, their approbation of the Select mens choyce of m^Thom®. 
Robie to Succeed as master of the North Grammar School. 

Voted. That the Town Clerk be directed in the Name of the Sel. men by the 
first opportunity to Give the Robie an Invitation to under take that 

charge as master of the S*^ School, and to desire him (as soon as may be) to 
Signify to them his Mind and Inclination Relating thereto .^ 3 

Robie delayed so long in making his reply, that the town decided, 
April 29, 1 7 1 9, not to “waite any Longer,” and voted “That M’' Pel eg 
Wiswall be by y® Select-men Invited to take y® charge as master of the 
Free Gramer School at y® North.” 

The following action, at a selectmen’s meeting, May 14, 1719, in- 
dicates that a master might be elected before the approval of the minis- 
ters was secured: 

Whereas the Inhabitants of this Town at their Last Publick Meeting did 
make choyce of m"^ Peleg Wiswel to Succeed as Master of the North Grammer 
School 

Ordered. That the Town Clerk be directed to Notify the R^ Ministers 
within the Town thereof, desireing them to Signifie their Approbation of 

the Choyce .^3 

Perhaps the town assumed that the ministers would, as a matter of 
course, approve a son of the Reverend Ichabod Wiswall. 

Newly appointed masters were introduced into their schools by two 
or more of the selectmen. The town voted. May 11,1 742, that “Mr. 
Zechariah Hicks shall be Master” of the South Writing School, “and 

Rees, of the Gem, and Comp, of the Mass. Bay in New Eng.y IV, Pt. i, 182-S3. 

^2 Acts and Risohves of the Priw. of the Mass. Bay^ I, 470: ‘'That no minister of any 
town shall be darned, held or accepted to be the school-master of such town within 
the intent of the law.” 

13 B. R., XIII, 49 (Feb. 10, 1718/19). 

14 B. R., VIII, 139. 

15 B. R., XIII, 53. 
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the Seiect men are desired to Inform him thereof and to Induct him 
into the Said School,” A rather solemn ceremony was used at John 
Tileston'^s induction: 

On Wednesday the z^, of this Ins^ April The Selectmen in Body visited the 
North Writing School, and introduced John Tileston as Nlaster of that 
School- Their Chairman Cushing in the Name of the whole, inculcated 
upon the new Master, not only the common and more ordinary dutys of a 
good Schoolmaster, but also recommended to him such a conduct and be- 
haviour, as the peculiar Circumstances of his School more especially demanded, 
and having expressed their hopes that the Just expectation of the Town from 
his appointment would be answer’d. The Chairman then addressed the Schol- 
ars, exhorting them to behave with all duty and Respect to their new Master — 
to improve -with diligence and chearfulness, the happy advantages they were 
under for gaining usefull knowledge; and above all to avoid and shun those 
Vices and foUys w^hich the Youth of the present Day are too prone to indulge 
themselves in, and to cultivate and practice those Virtues, upon which not only 
their own happiness, but the future prosperity of the Community so greatly 

depended.^7 

This is the only introduction of the sort in the town records. Evidently, 
Thomas Cushing’s admonitions to the master and pupils were ‘‘espe- 
cially demanded” by certain “peculiar Circumstances” of the school. 

With the exception of Maude, Pormort, Woodbridge, Woodmansey, 
Henchman, and Cheever, the masters and ushers at the South Gram- 
mar School were graduates of Harvard College. Maude was a graduate 
of Emmanuel College; and Woodmansey of Magdalene College, Cam- 
bridge. The others did not have college degrees. All the masters and 
ushers at the North Grammar School were Harvard College graduates. 
At the writing schools, but six masters and three ushers were college 
graduates, all of Harvard. Those who did not have college degrees 
were usually men who had had experience as teachers in private schools, 
or in public schools elsewhere. Three had prepared for teaching by serv- 


R., XII, 297. See also B. R., XI, 192 (Aug- 18, 1713): Edward Hutchinson 
and John Ruck were “desired then to Introduce” John Barnard at the North Gram- 
mar School; XX, 244 (Feb. 15, 1767): Joseph Jackson and Samuel Sewall “should 
introduce” James Lovell “into said School.” 

17 B. R., XIX, 145 (Apr. 15, 1761). Upon resigning from their positions, three of 
the masters were formally thanked by the town for their “past Services’" (B. R., XVI, 
56; VIII, loi; XIII, 48). The scarcity of such records suggests that this action may 
have depended on the esteem in which the masters were held. 

18 Zachariah Hicks counted three times: as usher at the N. W. S-, master of the S. W. S., 
and master of the N. W. S, Samuel Holbrook counted twice: as usher at the S. W. S., 
and master of the W. S. Q. St. 
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ing apprenticeships to masters of the town schools, Only one master 
was dismissed for incompetence; the others seem to have been well qual- 
ified for their positions. 

Long incumbencies were not unusual. Xwelve masters served more 
than twenty- live yeare. Peleg Wiswall was master of the North Gram- 
mar School for forty-eight years. The record was held by John Tileston, 
who spent seventy years at the North Writing School: five as appren- 
tice, seven as usher, and fifty-eight as master. 


19 Abiah Holbrook, Jr., to John Proctorj John Tileston, to Zachariah Hicks; and 
James Carter, to John Proctor, Jr. Many of the masters had “graduated” from the 
town schools. 

20 After resignation, some became well-known figures in the colony as public officials, 
preachers, and writers. 



CHAPTER V 
SUPPORT 


AT a general meeting of the richer inhabitants^"’ August I2, 1636, 
/ A “there was given” somewhat more than “towards the 
jL jL maintenance of a free schoolmaster for the youth with us.”^ 
This is the first reference to the support of schools in the records of co- 
lonial Boston. Apparently, the town was not ready to bear the entire ex- 
pense of ^tabiishing a free school. On this occasion, some of the wealth- 
ier, public-spirited citizens decided to encourage the town in connection 
with the plans which had been made in the preceding year A The sup- 
port of the school for at least one year was assured by this donation. 
Records of later date indicate that the school was in continuous opera- 
tion from this time until April 19, 1775. 

According to John Winthrop, Boston, during the period 1630—1649, 
“made an order to allow forever 50 pounds to the master and a house, 
and 30 pounds to an usher . . . and the charge to be by yearly contribu- 
tion, either by voluntary allowance, or by rate of such as refused.’’^ 
There is no reference to this action in the town records, and nowhere, 
throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, do they mention 
any kind of ‘^yearly contribution, either by voluntary allowance, or by 
rate of such as refused.” Furthermore, The Records of the Governor and 
Company of the Massachusetts Bay do not mention a Boston “order” of 
the sort, which Winthrop says “was confirmed by the general court. 
Such a practice may have been considered at the meeting of August 1 2, 
1636, at which Winthrop was present, but it was not established. 

The first General Court enactment on the subject, 1647, required 
“that every township in this jurisdiction after the Lord hath increased 
them to the number of fifty house holders, shall then forthwith appoint 
one within their town to teach all such children as shall resort to him 
to write and read, whose wages shall be paid either by the parents or 
masters of such children, or by the inhabitants in general by way of 


2 B, R., II, 160. of omissions from the record, the exact sum cannot be de- 

termined. The larg^t contributions were from the Governor, and the Deputy Gov- 
ernor. 

2 Philemon Pormort had been invited to become schoolmaster, Apr, 1 3, 1635 (B. R., 

It 5). 

3 Winthrop, John, History of Nenxf Enghmd from 1630 to 1649 Toh. Ed. by 
James Savage. Boston, 1S53), II, 264. 

4 Ed. by N. B. Shurtkff. 5 vols. in 6. Boston, 1853-54. 



34 The Public Schools of Colonial Boston 

supply, as the major part of those who order the prudentials of the town 
shall appoint . . . and . . . where any town shall increase to the number 
of lOO families or householders, they shall set up a grammar school.’’^ 
Each town in the colony was permitted to ‘‘‘appoint” its own method of 
supporting public schools. 

When the town of Boston first considered a method of support, 
at a general meeting of all the inhabitants, it “Ordered,” January lO, 
1 641 /42,“that Deare-Island shall be Improoved for the maintenance of 
a Free schoole for the Towne, and such other Occasions as the Towns- 
men For the time being shall thinke meet, the sayd schoole being suffi- 
ciently Provided for.”^ It was not until December 30, 1644, that Deer 
Island was leased, “unto James Penn, and John Oliver for these three 
yeais next ensuing paying unto the Use of the Schoole seaven pounds 
per yeare.”^At the expiration of this period, it was“lett to Edward Ben- 
dall, January 31, i647/48,“for the tearme of seaven years ... he ... to 
pay to the Towne of Boston the sum of fourteen pounds per annum for 
the scooles use of the sayd Towne in provision and clothing.”^ 

On March 1 2, 1 648/49, the selectmen were instructed to “take order 
aboute Long Hand and Spectacle Hand, with them that now hold it, 
to instate it on them for Inheritance, upon paying a yearly rent upon 
evrye accre for the Schols use.”^ By agreements, of April 9, 1649, 
land on these islands was leased for “six pence an accre per year ... for 
the use of the schole.”^^ 

The town hoped to find, in the three islands, a dependable source of 
income. Within a few years, however, the lessees were in default. At a 


5 Rees, of the Go^u. and Comp, of the Mass. Bay in Ne^ England^ II, 203 (Nov. ir, 
1647). 

6 B. R., II, 65. On Mar. 4, 1634/35, the^jeneral Court granted “Deere Hand, Hogg 
Hand, Long Hand, & Spectakle Ileland — to the inhabitants of Boston . . . payeing 
to the Tresurer . . . the yearely rent of iiij®*’ (Rees, of the Go^. and Comp, of the 
Mass. Bay in Nenjo England^ I, 139). 

7 B. R., II, 82. See also B. R., II, 98 (Nov. 31, 1649)5 VII, 174 (Mar. 4, 1684/85). 

s B. R., II, 92. The period was “made up twenty and one years,” Feb. 26, 1648/49 
(B. R., II, 93). See also B. R., II, 97 (June 26, 1649): “for the schols use,” land in 
Bendail’s Cove leased for £3/2/25 and a “parcill of land by his house” leased to Ben- 
jamin Ward for £3 per annum. B. R., VII, 14 (Feb. 23, 1662/63): Deer Island as- 
signed for thirty-one years, “att £14 rent to be payed yearly ... for the use of the 
Free Schoole.” 

9 B. R-, II, 94. 

B. R., II, 95. See also B. R., II, 140 (Nov. 30, 1657): “two acres” on Long Island 
“lett to Wm. Wimburne for ever, paying a bushel of merchantable barly malt yearely 
to the Schooles use,” from Mar. i, 1657/58. 
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meeting of the selectmen, i\pril 27, 1655, the constable ordered to 
^"distrayne upon Deare Island for the rent that is due.”^^ In the case of 
Long Island and Spectacle Island, ‘‘a considerable part of the rent due 
to the use of the schoole” was ‘‘Nott brought in,” and it was ^"therefore 
ordered that the present renters shall within ten dayes after the date 
hereof,” June 25, 1655, ‘‘come in and cleare their severail payments due 
for said land, upon forfeiture of said lands as by former agreement.” 

Long Island and Spectacle Island are not mentioned, in the records, 
as sources of income after March 1 1, 1666/67, when the town voted 
that the “annuall rent” from these islands “is made voyde.”^^ Although 
Deer Island continued to be leased, the school was not designated as the 
beneficiary of the income after May 25, 1685.^^ 

A town meeting record of March 1 1, 1649/50 refers to “the 2000 
acers” at Braintree, which were “set apart for the schools use.”i5 Moses 
Paine “hath let to him 500 accers of land to be iayd out at Braintry, 
painge forty shillings per annum for ever, for the schols use ... in come 
or porkeat the prize curant ... to be payd into the towne treasuree.”^^ 
“In ans’^ to the petition of the toune of Boston,” the General Court 
voted, October 1 6, 1 660, “to graunt . . . one thousand acres of land, for 
their furtherance & helpe to dischardg y® chardg of a free schoole.”^7 
There seems to have been no pressing need of the grant, for it was not 
until April 25, 1 664, that the selectmen instructed one of their number 
“to looke after the layeing out the 1 000 Ackers of land for the vse of the 
Free Schole.”^^The General Court located the tract “in the wilderness 
on the North of the merimack River.”!^ Nothing was done about the 
matter until January 1,1701/2, when the town clerk was asked to “pro- 
cure a record out of the Secretaiyes office of the Gen^^ Courts grant. ”^0 
The “record” was then filed, and forgotten. Twelve years later, one of 
the selectmen was “desired to Imploy one or more meet persons to find 
out the thousand Acres of Land on the North Side of Merimack a 
River, formerly granted by y® Gen^^ Court to this Town Reffer- 

II B. R., II, 125. 12 B. R., II, 125. 13 B. R., VII, 34. 

14 B- R-, VII, 177; XI, 149-50, 152; VIII, 1215 XIII, 48, 144, 146, 2255 XIV, 236J 
XIX, 154; XX, 2145 XVI, 220, 237-385 XXIII, 168. 

15 B. R., II, 99. There is no earlier record of this action. 

16 B. R., II, 95 (Apr. 19, 1649): "9:2:010,” in the records, should be "19:2:010.” See 
minutes of Feb. 25, i665 (B. R., VII, 33). 

^7 Rees, of the Gofu. and Comp, of the Mass. Bay in New England, IV, Pt. i, 444. 
iSB. R., VII, 22. 

Mass.Archkjes,lNlll, 53 (May 13, 1664; Oct. 19, 1665). 


20 B. R., XI, 14. 
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ence to y® Free School and to make return to the SeL men in order that 
they may know where to find the Same hereafter.”^^ On December 3^ 
172O5 the selectmen voted to employ two surv^eyors “to renew the 
bounds of y® Farm granted to the Free-School . . . the Auntient bound- 
aryes being now difficult to be found.”-- After May 21, 1 735 > grant 
disappears from the records, leaving no trace of income for the school. 

Various parcels of land within the town were rented or sold “for the 
schools use.”-*^ Occasionally, the town received a legacy of land or 
money for this purpose.^s “Itt is ordered that the ten pounds left by 
legacy to the use of the school in Boston by mis. Hudson, deceased, 
shall bee lett to Capt. James Olliver for sixteen shillings per annum, 
so long as he pleases to improve itt.”^^ 

Town and selectmen’s minutes indicate that the sources of income 
for the support of the school, during the seventeenth century, were the 
donations of August 12, 1636, Deer Island, Long Island, Spectacle Is- 
land, the land at Braintree, land in town for building and dock purposes, 
and legacies of land and money. ^'7 In addition, there was the town treas- 
ury in which all moneys were deposited. 


21 B. R., XI, 208 (June 14, 1714). The town did not move to engage a surveyor, 
until Apr. 17, 1716 (B. R., XIII, 3). 

22 B. R., XIII, 77. This vote was repeated, Feb. 20, 1720/21 (B. R., XIII, 79). 

23 B. R., XII, no: “The Committee have also obtained Copys of the Grant.” An- 
other grant, requested at this meeting, and secured Dec. 29, 1735 C^- 

was later sold for £$660 (B. R., XII, 179), but the money was used for repairing the 
town batteries. 

24 B. R., II, 123-24 (Mar. 30, 1655), 126 Quly 30, 1655), 130 (Mar. 31, 1656), 133 
(Feb. 23, 1656/57)5 VII, 38 (Oct, 28, 1667), 150-52 (Jan. 30, 1681/82): Indenture 
of sale, Oct. 20, 1669, recorded. Other rents (1646-1685) for the “free Schoole” are 
indicated in Suffolk Deeds, I, 115-16; II, 121, 259; III, 454; IV, 256, 294; V, 395; 
VII, 170, 292; VIII, 450; IX, 284, 286, 317; XII, 215; XIII, 174, 497; XIV, 135. 

25 The “land that Christopher Stanley gave in his will for the schols use,” mentioned 
in the town records, Apr. 19, 1649 (B. R., II, 95), was “a pcell . . . lying neere to the 
water side & four rodds in length backward” {Suffolk County Probate Records, I, 57). 
See also John Cotton’s will, Nov. 30, 1652: One half of his “ffarme & grounds at 
Muddy River” to the “free Schoole in Boston” {Suffolk County Probate Records, 
I, 73 ). 

26 B. R., II ,124 (Mar. 30, 1655). Will of Mrs. Mary Hudson, Sept. 26, 1651 {Suffolk 
County Probate Records, I, 60-61). Robert Keayne, who died Mar. 23, 1655/56, be- 
queathed “fivety pounds ... to the use of the free school at Boston” {Suffolk County 
Probate Records, I, 167). 

27 As indicated above, the General Court grant of rooo acres was unproductive. In 
1710, Samuel Sewall thought that the first free school had been well taken care of “by 
a Town not eighty years old” (Letter to Increase Mather, Apr. 25, 1710, in Coll. 
Mass. Hist. Soc., 6th Series, I, 391). 
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With the establishment of new schools, the town adopted the practice 
of assigning specified incomes for their support. When “the ’wast Lands 
at Brantree” were sold, the town voted, January 24, 1 708/9, “that the 
income of the five hundred pounds be forever impropriated and im- 
proved for a School or Schools for writeing and Arithmetick-^^s An- 
other grant to the writing schools was made, March i o, 1 7 1 1/ 1 2 : “The 
Sume of one hundred ninety two pounds eight Shill. & Six pence money 
reed for the Land at Brooklyn — the money to be Applyed to the Same 
use that the five hundred pounds for the Land at Brantree is appropri- 
ated .”^9 

The remainder of the “Towns Land at Brantry” was sold in 1 71 1, 
and ^1300, “part of the Purchase money,” was set aside for investment 
“in Some Real Estate for the use of the Pubiick Lattin School. A 
mai^h was “Granted to” Col. Joshua Lamb, April 27, 1 720, “upon his 
paying into the Town Treasury — the Sume of Seventy pounds. And 
the money to be invested in Some Real Estate, for the use of the First 
Free Gramer School in Boston.” 3 i 

At a meeting of May 9, 1 7 1 1 , the town “Voted. That it be left 
the Selectmen to draw up & Offer to the Town Such proposails as they 
Shall thinck proper, in order to an appropriation of the Townes Wharfe 
& Dock at Merryes point, y® Rent of Winimisit Ferry & the Wharfe at 
y® end of Cross Street, For the Support of a Free School or Schools at 
the North end of theTown.”^^ A vote of March 11,1711/12 appro- 
priated “the Townes Wharfe, Dock and Flatts at the North Battree , . . 
towards the Support of the Free Grammar School at the North end of 
Boston . ”3 3 The town, at this time, was considering the establishment 
of another grammar school. 

When it was decided, March 1 3, 1 7 1 5/1 6, “That a writeing School 
be erected at the Southerly part of this Town,” the “United Committee 
who have money to lay out” was “desired to apply the Same, for such a 

28 B. R., VIII, 56. See also B. R., VIII, 73. 

29 B. R., VIII, 90. 

39 B. R., VIII, 77 (Mar. 13, 1710/11), 81 (May 9, 1711). On the latter date, Samuel 
Sewall was released from “an Annual Quit claim of Forty Shillings. Issueing out of a 
Ceader Swamp ... in Brooklyne, Appropriated to the use of the Grammar School,’* 
in consideration of an abatement of £yo on a sale of land to the towii. The ,^70 were 
to be invested for “the use of the Free Grammar School.” 

31 B. R., VIII, 146. 

32 B, R., VIII, 81. The wharf and dock at Merry’s Point were leased for £10. 

33 B. R., VIII, 90. 
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SchooL”^-^ In 1 721 5 Samuel Sewall gave, “for the Use of” the South 
Writing School, an “Annuity of yearly Rent of Five pounds four shil- 
lings . . . out of a certain piece or parcel of his Pasture-Land called Elm 
Pasture.”^ 5 After Sewall’s death, his heirs were released from the “An- 
nuity . . . Charged on . . . Elme Pasture . . . upon their Paying the Sum 
of One Hundred Pounds . . , Which Sum is Hereby Appropriated and 
Sett apart for ever to be let to Intrest . . . for the use and Benefit of the 
SchooL”^^ 

For “the Support of the Writing Schools,” the town instructed a 
committee, March 9, 1724/25, “to Erect a building . . . The Income 
and Rent thereof to be paid into the Town Treasury Annually.”^^ Xhe 
“Warehouse opposite the Golden Ball . . . was a Donation to theTown 
and the Income appropriated for the Maintenance and support of the 
Publick Schools .”38 

Boston shared, also, in certain fines that were provided by General 
Court enactment. A law, passed June 29, 1700, required that all who 
sold “wine, brandy, rhum, or other distilled liquors, beer, ale, perry, or 
cyder, by retail, without having licence . . . shall forfeit and pay the sum 
of four pounds, one-half thereof to the informer, and the other half to 
and for the use and support of a free grammar- or writing school or 
schools in the town where the offence shall be committed.” 39 Those who 
failed “to give a true list of their estate and polls” were subject to a fine 
of forty shillings, one “half to be paid for and towards the support of the 
schoolmaster in said town.” 4 o 

The brief treatment in the preceding pages includes every recorded 
town and colony action on the support of schools in colonial Boston. 
Because of the incompleteness of the records, it is impossible to estimate, 
for any particular year, the sum of money available, from all sources, for 
the use of the schools. In case of deficiency, the town had recourse to its 
treasury, or to a “rate” which included the school among other “nec- 
essary Charges.” Postponement of payments for salaries and for repairs 
of school buildings was not unknown, but eventually these obligations 
were met. 

34 B. R., VIII, 118. See also B. R., X, 86 (June 17, 1717). 

35 The Letter-Book of Samuel Sewall {Coll, Mass, Hist, Soc,^ 6th Series, II, 134-36). 

36 B. R., XII, 34 (May 17, 1732). 37 B. R., VIII, 189. 

38 B. R., XVI, 144-45 (May 14, 1765). 

JR£cs, of the G(y=v. and Comp, of the Mass. Bay, I, 435, 477 (June 18, 1701), 529 
(July 31, 1703). 

Ibid, I, 516 (Mar. 17, 1702/3). 
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x*\t no time during the colonial period was there a special tax in Bos- 
ton for school purposes only. It was nece^ry, occasionally, to raise 
money for the maintenance of the schools; but, in every instance, these 
institutions were listed with other town charges. The practice is suffi- 
ciently illustrated by the action of a town meeting, September 1 8, 1 699 : 
‘•'It was then voted that the Selectmen should raise a Tax on the inhabit- 
ants of town to the value of £800 for the relief of the poor, for the 
payment of Schoolmaster & payment for repairing of the Town house 
and all other necessary Charges arising w^rin town.”-^^ 

In the town meeting minutes of March 12, 1710/ ii, the statement, 
‘'^the Free School is maintained cheifly by a Town Rate on the Inhabit- 
ants,” should not be misinterpreted. It refers to the general tax, not to 
a special levy for the school. When Samuel Sewall gave an annuity of 
^5/4/0 to the South Writing School in 1721, he said, in his deed, that 
it was for the purpose of ‘‘ie^ening the Town-Tax made for the pay- 
ment of Salaries of Writing Schoolmasters.”^3 He referred not to a tax 
levied for that particular charge, but merely to that part of the general 
tax receipts which was used for the writing schools. Each of the three 
writing school masters received 100, in 1721. It may be of interest to 
note that the general “grants,” or taxes, to be “Raised on the Inhabit- 
ants & Residents of this Town for defraying the Necessary Charges,” 
in 1719, 1720, 1721, and 1722, were ;^i8oo, £2000^ £2joOy and 
^£2500.44 

At a meeting of March 1 1, 1750/51, “The Petition of several In- 
habitants praying the Town would Consider of the great Expence oc- 
casion’d by the Publick Schools, and determine whether one Grammar 
School, and two Writing Schools are not sufficient for the Education of 
the Children of the Town. — ^was Read .”45 Although the “said Petition 
was withdrawn,” a committee was appointed “to make a full and par- 
ticular Enquiry into the present State of the Town, and what are the 
Causes of the great Expence thereof, and Consider what Method the 
Town can take in order to prevent or reduce the same.”^^ The schools 
were considered in the first section of the committee’s report: 

41 B. R., VII, 238. See also B. R., VII, 187 (May 14, 1686); VIII, 3 (Mar. n, 
1699/1700}, 7-8 (May 12, 1701). 

42 B. R., VIII, 78. 

43 See note 35. 

44 B. R., VIII, 138, 145, 154, 166. 

45 B. R., XIV, 187-88. 

46 B. R., XIV, 192 (Mar. 12, 1750/51). 
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That the Charge of supporting the several Pubiick Schools amounted the 
last Year to more than % part of the whole Sum drawn for hy the Selectmen; 
bat altho this Charge is very Considerable, & the number of Schools is greater 
than the Law requires, Yet as the Education of Children is of the greatest Im- 
portance to the Community; the Committee cannot be of Opinion that any 
Saving ca.n be made to Advantage on that head; except the Town should think 
it ei|xdieiit to come into Alethods to oblige such of the Inhabitants w’ho send 
their Children to the Pubiick Schools and are able to Pay for their Education 
themselves, to ease the Town of that Charge by assessing some reasonable Sum 
upon them for that purpose. 

After this ‘Taragraph was Debated, and the following Question put 
Viz^ Whether theTown will come into any Alteration or other method 
than they now have relating to the Schools,” the town “Voted in the 
Negative, & that that Paragraph of said Report be not Accepted.”^? 
The genera! tax voted in 1 7 50, and 1 75I5 £4.000 “lawful money” 

in each year A® The salaries of schoolmasters and ushers amounted to 
^670, in 1751. 

The schools established by the town of Boston were “public schools,” 
open to all They were also “free schools,” in which no tuition-fees 
were imposed upon residents of the town.^^ Non-residents were obliged 
to pay for the instruction of their children; 

Whereas the Support of the Free Schools of this Town hath been, and still 
is, at y® Cost & charge of the Inhabitants of y® Said Town and the Select men 
being informed of Several Instances, of Children Sent to 7® Schools, whose 
parents, or others who of Right ought to defray the Charge of their Educa- 
tion, do belong to other Townes or Precincts. 

Where fore they y® S'^ Select men do direct the S^ School masters to demand 
& receive of the persons Sending any Such children the accustomed recompence 
for their Schooling, and to Return unto y® Select men a List of their names, 
once (at y® L^t) every year.so 

In addition to the “accustomed recompence,” there were fees for “en- 

47 B. R., XIV, 197-98 (May 14, 1751). 

4SB. R., XIV, 177 (May 15, 17^0), 197 (May 14, 1751), 

49 When the selectmen decided, Apr. 30, 1683, to “pvide” two writing schools, it 
was “agreed — such psons as send theire children to schoole (y^ are able) should 
pay somethinge to y® Master for his better incouragement in his worke’^ (B. R., VII, 
158, 1 61). It was found, however, that the master’s salary could be increased; and the 
suggestion was not put into practice (B. R., VII, 171). 

so B. R., XI, 137 (June 18, 1711). In aU cases, whether of non-residents, or of those 
who had just removed to Boston, applications for admittance had to be submitted to 
tte selectmen for approval. SeeB. R., XV, 225 (Feb. 27, 1739/40); XIX, 240 (Dec. 15, 
1762), 295 (Dec. 29, 1763). 
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trance” and ‘‘firing” which were paid by non-resident pupils. On 
April 2, 1 725, Samuel Sewall “paid Entrance-i\Ioriey 5%” at the Writ- 
ing Schcx)l in Queen Street, for his nephew, Benjamin Sweet, who had 
come from Newbury to live with him. He paid five shillings “To Mr 
Sheaf for Fuel,” September 29, 1725A1 

A small fee for fire-wood, called “firing,” or “fire-money,” was ex- 
pected of residents whose “circumstances” permitted. 52 It was not de- 
manded by town regulation, however. In Ezekiel Cheever^s day, it was 
six shiilin^.53 Entrance fees were not required of r^ident pupils, al- 
though some of the masters regarded such charges as their perquisites. 
After an “enquiry into the Circumstances of the NoithWriting School,” 
in 1741, the selectmen reported to the town that no “Children of the 
Town have been refused, that could Read in the Psalter, nor any De- 
mand of Entrance Money made of the Inhabitants, but only from 
Strangers Children, of which there is now about Ten in the School, and 
that for Firing some that are in low Circumstances Pay Nothing, others 
as they think fit, so that One with Another, it Amounts to about Five 
Shillings a peice, the which Perquisites the Master insists on as his right 
and without it, can’t Subsist in keeping the SchooL”54 Ten years later, 
the town “Voted that the several Masters of the Publick Grammar 
Schools and Writing Schools in the Town be directed not to refuse tak- 
ing into their respective Schools, any Child or Children that may be 
brought to ’em for Education, in case Enterance money (so called) is 
not paid said Masters, and also that they shall not demand any Pay or 
Allowance for Instructing such Children, as belong to the Town, and 
that attend in School hours only . . . Also Voted that the Selectmen . . . 
give Directions to said Masters what money they may receive from the 
Scholars, for defreying the Expence of Firing.” ss The town records do 


51 Both records are in Samuel Sewall’s ledger (MS. at the New Eng. Hist. Gen. Soc-), 
fol. 178. 

52 B. R., XIV, 162 (May 9, 1749): “the Selectmen are desired to provide suitable 
Books for” reading and spelling, “at the Charge of the Town, to be given to such 
Poor Children as they may think proper.” 

ssThe “Accompt of Martha Balston late Ballard,” Apr. 27 .1716 {Suffolk Comty 
Probate Records^ XIX, 253): “To Cash p^. M^. Cheivers for 7 years firing him 
[Robert Ballard, her son] at 2. . 2. . ” 

5 4 B. R., XII, 279 (May 8, 1741). See also B. R-, XV, 288 (Apr. 15, 1741). 

55 B. R., XIV, 199 (May 14, 1751). See al^ B. R., XXXI, 18 (Apr. 5, 1784): “Voted 
that the practice of Schoolmasters in receiving Entrance & Fire Money (so called) be 
abolished as inconsistent with that Freedom of Education which was originally in- 
tended in the Institution of the Publick Schools,” 
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not indicate the amounts of the fees for entrance, or for the tuition of 
non-residents. 

The schools were designed to be free of charges to the residents of 
Boston. ‘^Our free schcxsls seem to have been interested for the Benefit 
of the Poor and the Rich; that the Children of all, partaking of equal 
Advanteges and being placed upon an equal Footing, no Distinction 
might made among them in the Schools on account of the different 
Circumstances of their Parents, but that the Capacity & natural Genius 
of each might be cultivated & improved for the future Benefit of the 
whole Communitv.”^^ 


56 B, R., XXXI, 16: A town committee report, Apr. 5, 1784. 



CHAPTER VI 

SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES 

AS a rule, the salaries of the mastere and ushers were paid from the 
Zjk town treasury, ‘‘Voted that Benjamin Gibson be allowed 
jL JL & paid out of the Treasury the Sum of fifty pounds for his 
Services as Usher.” ^ In a few instances, money owing to the town was 
pdd directly to the masters, and not to the treasurer. Robert Wood- 
mansey, in 1657, was “alowed to have the rent [;^2] due from Leiut. 
Richard Cook for these two yeares past.”^ At a meeting of May 29, 

1 ^ 93 ^ ‘‘Ordered that Ezekiel Cheever and the other school 

master shall be paid quarterly and that orders be passed to the Treasurer 
for it. Mr Cheever saiery to be sixty pounds in mony and that Mr 
Nathaneel Oliver bee discharged from all former dues for the Marish 
hired of theTown upon his payment of the present quarters rent to Mr 

Cheever. ”3 

In 1684, John Cole “agreed ... to keepe a Free schoole to teach y* 
children of the Towne to read & write for one yeare . . . for which the 
Towne is to pay him 10^^. in mony & 20^*^. in Countrie pay as mony, or 
at mony price. ”4 This is the only town record of payment to a school- 
master of Boston, in provisions, or other commodities. Ezekiel Chee- 
veris salary, in 1693, was “to be sixty pounds in mony.” After this date, 
sums of money are indicated in all records of salary payments. 

In most cases, salaries were determined and voted in town meetings. 
The records of the period 1635—1775 indicate the amounts of some 
three hundred and nine salary awards to masters and ushers. Of these, 
but thirty-three were voted by the selectmen. From 1644 (the year of 
the first salary record) to 1 700, there were six salary actions by the se- 
lectmen, and two by the town; from 1701 to I7I3> seventeen by the 
selectmen, and five by the town; from 1 7 14 to 1774, ten by the select- 
men, and two hundred and sixty-nine by the town. Before 1750, most 
of the salary awards were determined at the town meeting in March; 
after that date, in May. 5 

^ B. R., VIII, 152-53 (Mar- 14, 1720/21). 

2 B. R., II, 139 (Aug. 31, 1657). See also B. R., II, 109 (Mar. 29, 1652), 1 17 (Aug. 28, 

1653)- 

3 B. R., VII, 215- This marsh had not been designated as a source of support for the 
school. 

4 B. R., VII, 171 (Nov. 24, 1684). 

5 Of two hundred and eight awards during the period 1750—1774, only twenty-two 
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Before 1713, the selectmen appear to have acted largely on their own 
authoritv in awarding salaries. In all cases, however, including those 
in which definite orders were not given them, the authority which they 
exercised was conferred upon them by the town. Occasionally, in that 
early dav, they received specific instructions from the town, “x'^t a pub- 
lick meeting of the inhabitants of Boston,” March 13, 1 69 ^/ 99 ? 
“Voted, That an .Assistant be Provided to be w“- Mr. Cheever, in the 
Latine School,” and that it “be left to the Selectmen, to make Choice of 
the pson, and to Treat him about his Sallarj', making report thereof 
to the Town.”^ In May, the town voted “That the Selectmen shall 
w^^ IVP Ezekiel Lew^is, firr his Salary as an i\ssistant to ... hlr 
Ezekiel Cheever in the Latine School, not exceeding 40’"*. p. yezr”’' 
The final memorandum on the matter is contained in the selectmen’s 
minutes of .August 28, 1 699 : “ Psuant to a vote of the Town May 8'^. 
M’'. Ezekiel Lewis was agreed with and Admitted an x\ssistant to his 
Grandfather, Mr Ezekiel Cheever in the Latine free school, his salary 
at psent to be 40''^. p. year.”8 After 1713, the sums designated by the 
selectmen were those which were customarily assigned by the town, 
and most of these were awarded in connection with emergency ap- 
pointments. 

The town did not establish a “pay day,” on which all schoolmasters 
received their stipends. Each salary was “to be paid quarterly as it shall 
become due.”** The quarters began with the dates of appointment. This 
good intention was not always carried out, however. Salary payments 
were often in arrears. A full year’s salary was owing to Daniel Hench- 
man after he left the “free Schoole.”i° In a petition of 1687, or 1688, 
addressed to Governor Andros, Ezekiel Cheever remarked that “there 
is due to me about fifty five pounds for my labours past.”ii At that time, 
his salary was^fio per year. Not long afterward, the selectmen “Ordered 
y* Cap‘ Townsend pay Mr Ezechiell Cheev” io“. pte of Areeres due 
to him From theTowne.’’^^ Cheever’s usher, Ezekiel Lewis, appointed 

were not fixed in May; and, of the latter, seven were determined Mar. 10, i 75 i/ 52 > 
and eight on July 19, 1774. The other seven attached to emergencies. 

6 B. R., VII, 234. r B. R., VII, 236. 

SB. R., VII, 238. See also B. R., VII, ij8 (Dec. 18, 1682), i6r (Apr. 30, 1683), 171 
(Not. 24, 1684), 227 (Mar. 22, 1696/97). 

9 This phrase occurs in most of the records of salary actions. 

19 B. R., VII, 63 (Nov. 27, 1671). 

Mass. ArcAhses (Hutchinson Papers), CCXLII, 343. 

B. R., VII, 201 (Mar. ii, 1689/90). 
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August 285 16995 awarded, March 2, 1701/2, 1.5.0. for his 

Sallery to y® 28^^ of Feb^ iast.’’^^ His next payment was awarded six 
months later. 

At times, the town considered other obligations more prising, and 
gave them precedence. This practice, repeated throughout the years, in- 
spired many petitions from the masters. In 1 705, the town treasurer was 
instructed to ‘‘teke care for the payment of the Severall School-masters 
out of the firet money he can procure.” As late as 1776, a committee 
appointed ‘‘to examine the State oftheTown Treasury,” asked “whether 
it would not be best, in future, that the Money granted for ^ch particu- 
lar Year, should be invariably applied to defray the Expenses of that 
year only, & that it be made a Rule, that the fii^t Draughts should be 
paid first.” The committee expressed the “Opinion, that a Regulation 
of this kind, would be for the Credit of the Town, & encourage the 
Hearts of the Officers of the Town, as every Man [would] then be 
assured of his Money in his Turn, without any needles Attendance, 
& the Punctuality would prevent those useful Servants of the Town, 
the Schoolmasters^ from appearing, by their Heirs, as Creditors of the 
Town.”i6 

Of particular interest, at this point, are the minutes of a “Meeting of 
the Freeholders and other inhabitants,” May 1 1, 1762: 

The Petition of a number of the Masters of the Town Schools, setting forth, 
that they meet with great difficultys in obtaining payment of the several Sal- 
aries which the Town has been pleased to assign them — that notwithstanding a 
Vote formerly passed for their payment Quarterly, they having been to their 
great distress kept out of their pay from Year to Year, and for what they do 
receive at any time are obliged to the friendship of particular Gentlemen, who 
by the kind permission of the Collectors, are willing to pay their Taxes into 
their hands, that your Petitioners have some of them nine some twelve and 
some eighteen Months Salary due to them — that they are informed that the 

13 B. R., VII, 2385 XI, 17. 

R., XI, 27 (Aug. 31, 1702); “Ezekiel Lewis is allowed £22.ic^ for his haife 
years Sailer.** 

15 B. R., XI, 49 (Nov. 9, 1705). See also B. R,, XV, 150 (Dec. 21, 1738): “Treasurer 
Wadsworth has represented to us, that thro’ the Deiciency of the Collectors, tte 
Treasury is in great want of money to answer the Draughts that are from time to 
time made on it — Where by the School masters. Watchmen and other Officers are 
put to great straits.** 

16 B. R., XVIII, 258 (Nov. 27, 1776). See also B. R., XVI, 274 (Mar. 13, 1769): 
“Voted, that the Town Treasurer be and hereby is impowered to give his Negotiable 
Notes on Interest to the Administrators or Executors of the deceased School Masters, 
for the Balances respectively due to the said deceased Masters.” 
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greatest part of the Tases belonging to the Town is already paid in, or engaged 
to others, so that they have no prospect of any further payment till the new’ 
Taxes are issued, which tis probable will not be done till some time in the next 
Winter — that this delay of payment obliges them to purchase the necessarys of 
life at a disadvantage Upon long Credit, or to become troublesome to their 
friends by borrowing Money for their Supplys, not to mennon the continual soi- 
licitude and anxiet}" which such dependant circumstances necessarily create. 
The same being read, and duly considered, it appear’d to the Town that the 
most likely methed to answer the end proposed by the Petitioners must be the 
raising or borrowing a sum of Ivloney sufficient to defray the common and ex- 
traordinary charges of the Year; it was therefore 

Voted that the sum of Eight Thousand Pounds be raised by a Tax upon the 
Polls and Estates within this Town for relief of the Poor, and defreying other 
necessaiy^ Charges, arising within the Towm the ensuing Year — 

Voted, that M *■. David Jeffries Treasurer of the Town be an hereby is directed 
and fully Impow’er’d to borroiv upon Interest of any Person or Persons, a Sum 
not exceeding Fifteen hundred Pounds lawful Mony, for the Payment of the 
School-Masters Salarys now^ due; the wages of the Watch, as also what may 
be owing to the Master of the Alms House; the Money so borrowed to be re- 
paid in twelve Months out of the £Sooo — ^now Voted to be raised by a Tax.^7 

In every year but one, from May 1 1, 1 762, to May 14, 1 773, the town 
treasurer was “directed and Impowered to allow the several School- 
masters Interest on the Sums due to them from the date of their War- 
rants to the time of payment.”^^ 

In times of high prices, some of the salaries were increased in re- 
sponse to petitions from the mastersA^ Payments were made in old tenor 
during the years 1742-1749, a period of currency depreciation. The 
Situation and the practice are illustrated in the town meeting minutes 
of May 12, 1747: 

The Petition of Zachariah Hicks master of the North Writing School 
setting forth that four Years ago he had Two hundred Sc Eighty Pounds old 
tenor Bills granted him by the Towm for his Support which at that time was 
to his full content and Satisfaction, but within that course of Years the currency 
of the province has sunk in its Value to that Degree that the aforesaid Sum is 
become very far Short of Answering the purpose for which it was designed, and 
he is thereby Exposed to such Difficulties as are too great an Incumbrance to 

17 B. R., XVI, 73. 

R., XVI, 95, 116, 146, 186, 214, 247, 284; XVIII, 58, 82, 141. 

B. R., VIII, 196 (Mar. 15, 1725/26): Peleg WiswaE was voted an addition of 
“in Consideration of the Extreme prise of Provisions.” 
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him in the faitlifiil Discharge of his Trast, Praying the Town to Grant him 
such fmther allowance as they shall think proper, was now read & after some 
Debate thereon. — 

Voted that the Sam of one hundred Pounds old tenor Bills be Added to 
Hicks’s Sallary for the Year ensuing, the same to be paid him Quarterly, and 
to Commence the 22^^. of March last.^o 

At this meetings “The Petition of John Proctor jun^. Usher of 
the North Writing School praying for an Addition to his Salary was 
taken into Consideration and after some Debate thereon/’ it was“ Voted 
that the Town will not at present make any Addition to Proctors 
Salary.” 

Until 175^5 grammar school masters usually received the larger 
stipends .21 An interesting exception was made in the case of John Proc- 
tor, whose salary, as master of the North Writing School, was larger, 
during the years 1 734-1 741, than that given to John Lovell, master 
of the South Grammar School, In 1735, Proctor received an increase of 
‘Tn consideration of” his “extraordinary Ability, Care, and Dil- 
igence in bringing forward the Youth under his Tuition, in the Arts of 
Writing, Arithmetick &c, the excellent economy of his School, And 
the Government thereof, As well as the Great Number of his Scholars.”^^ 
According to a record of May 8, 1 741, he had “for some time paid an 
Assistant One Hundred pounds, p. Annum, out of his Salary.”23 Large 
enrollment was a factor which occasionally influenced the town in its 
determination of salary allowances to masters whose teaching was satis- 
factoryA^ Presumably, the same stipends were granted, in 1 735, to John 
Lovell, and to Samuel Holyoke, master of the Writing School in Queen 
Street. From 1 758 to 1771, with the exception of 1762, the master of 
the South Grammar School received the largest of the school salaries. 
The reasons for most of the differences, from the earliest y^rs, can only 
be surmised: the records do not explain all the salary awards. 

Occasionally, the master shared his salary with his usher, i.e. the 
usher was paid by the master, and not directly from the town treasury. 
“In as much as the Gramer School at the North End of the Town of 
which m’' Peleg Wiswall is the Master is much increased in the Num- 

20 B. R., XIV, 115-16. See also B. R., XIV, 65 (Mar. 25, 1745): Petitioa of Abiab 
Holbrook, “Setting fortb that his Salary which is now but Two hundred pounds a 
year old tenor, is not sufficient for his Support and maintenance.” 

See Appendix A, p. 79, for list of salaries. 

22 B. R., XII, 109 (May 7, 1735). ^ ^79 (May 8, 1741). 

24 The North Writing School was the largest school in Boston at the time. 
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l>er of the SchoIIere, and that no Usher is alowed to assist him in his 
School . . . Voted That there be an Addition of Forty Pounds to the 

said Wiswalls Salary/ 

By another arrangementj the master was allowed a certain sum, not 
called an ‘\\ddition to his Salary,’’ which was to be paid to his usher. 
The town voted, May 1 5, 1 754, "‘that the Sum of Thirty four Pounds 
lawful money be Allowed to M"". Abiah Holbrook Master of the South 
Writing School in the Common for such Usher as he shall Employ in 
said School.”-^ The amount 'which the master paid to his usher was de- 
termined by the town, or by the selectmen acting on instructions from 
the town. ‘‘It was voted,” June 12, 1758, “that the Selectmen be and 
they hereby are desired to appoint an Assistant to the Master of” the 
North Grammar School, “and that the Sum of One Hundred and 
tv^'enty Pounds be allowed for the Yearly Salary of said Master and As- 
sistant, and that such a part thereof be paid to the Assistant as the Select- 
men shall agree with him for.”^^ Jn the usual practice, the ushers re- 
ceived their salaries from the town treasury.^s 

When John Tileston, apprentice to Zachariah Hicks, was appointed 
usher to his master, August 15, 1753, the town voted that Hicks “be 
paid for his Service as shall be agreed on or allowed by the Selectmen.”^^ 
Tileston’s “time,” or “hire,” belonged to Hicks, and when he received 
a town appointment, the town was obliged to pay the master for his serv- 
ices. Upon the expiration of his apprenticeship, Tileston received a 
salary of from the town.^o In 1761, John Proctor, Junior, master 
of the Writing School in Queen Street, was “allowed for the hire of his 
Apprentice James Carter as an Assistant to M"". Tileston Master of the 
North Writing School, at the Rate of ^^34 p. Annum.”3i Carter was 
voted a stipend of ;^5o, after he had completed his apprenticeship.^^ 

2S B, R., XII, 7 (May 6, 1729). See note 23, also B. R., XV, 288 (Apr. 15, 1741), and 
B. R-, XIV, 77 (Mar. 10, 1745/46): Abiah Holbrook asks “that he may be foim- 
burs’d what he has already paid for Assistance in his School.” 

2^ B. R., XIV, 260. See also B. R., XVI, 59, 75, 94, 116, 146, 186, 213, 247, 283-845 
XVIII, 23-24, 18 1. 

27 B. R., XVI, 15. See also B. R., XXIII, 213 (Mar. 16, 1774): Andrew Cunning- 
ham, appointed usher to Samuel Holbrook, was to “be allowed by him the town’s 
allowance of X34*” 

2* B. R., VIII, 63 (Dec. 19, 1709): “Voted. That the Town will defray the Charge 
of an Assistant” to Nathaniel Williams. See also B. R., VIII, 65 (Mar, 13, 1709/10). 
^ B. R., XIX, 13. Hicks was “allowed” ,^34. 

3 ®B. R., XIV, 298 (Mar. 15, 1757). 

31 B. R., XIX, 170 (Dec. 2, 1761). 32 b. R., XVI, 1S5 (May 26, 1766). 
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Salaries were supplemented by ‘‘grans,’” “allowances,” and “^r- 
quisites,” The records indicate that many of the grants were not con- 
sidered as permanent increases in salaries. Most were awarded for the 
purpose of relieving temporary financial embarrassments. A few were 
rewards of merit, as in the case of John Vinal, who was allowed ^^30 
“for his extraordinary servi'ces in times past.^^s James Carter, usher in 
the Writing School in Queen Street, whose ^kry received a 

grant of each year from 1 768 to 1 773, “as an encouragement for 
him to exert himself in the Ser\dce of the Town.”34 From 1765 to 
1774, a similar allowance of ^£40 was made to James Lovell, whose 
salary was £60y as usher in the South Grammar School. 

Gratuities were also awarded when the town discharged masters or 
ushera for reasons which did not reflect on ability or character. When 
the selectmen informed the town. May 3, 1 745, “that they Apprehend 
the Number of Scholars in the North Grammar School so small as that 
there is no occasion for an Usher,” it was voted that the usher “be Con- 
tinued . . . until the next Quarter is compleat and be paid as heretofore, 
& then be discharged, and that there be Allowed him the Sum of Thirty 
pounds old tenor over and above his Salary, as a Gratuity.”36 in view of 
the circumstances attaching to Daniel Henchman’s resignation as usher 
in the “first Free schoole,” he was “allowed ;^io ouer and aboue his 
yeares sallery ... as a gratuity from the towne for not haueinge suffitient 
warninge to prouide otherwise for him selfe.”37 Benjamin Tompson, 
who refused to serve as an usher to Ezekiel Cheever, was given ^10 
“out of the town treasury beside his yearlie sakry .”38 

Illnesses and the infirmities of old age were sympathetically consid- 
ered by the town. Generous allowances were made, and salaries were 
voted as usual. A grant of £1^ was made to “John Vinal Usher to the 
South Writing School ... in consideration of the Straits and DiflScultys 
he has been reduced to by means of Small Pox.”^^ In the case of Ephraim 
Langdon, “the late Usher of the North Grammar School,” who had 
“before he deceased been detained from attending his duty the space of 
three Months by reason of Bodyly indisposition,” the town voted that a 

33 B. R., XVI, 76 (May ii, 17^2)* 

34 B. R., XVI, 247, 283,- XVII, 24, 58, 82, 140. 

35 B. R., XVI, 146, 185, 213, 247, 283; XVIII, 23, 58, 81, 140, 180. 

36 B. R., XIV, 73. 

37 B. R., VII, 63 (Nov. 27, 1671). 

38 B. R., VII, 58 (Jan. 30, 1670/71). 

39 B. R., XVI, 118-19 (May 15, 1764). 
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Draft shall be made on the Treasury for the amount of the Deceased 
Salary the Time he was akent from School, payable to the Adminis- 

One of the selectmen was appointed, December 16, 1766, ‘‘to wait 
upon Master Wi^Ii & desire him not to expose his health by attending 
School this Winter ... his Salary shall be drawn for notwithstanding.”-^^ 
Peleg Wistvall was then eighty-three years of age, and had “great Infer- 
mities.” In the following February, the selectmen persuaded him to re- 
sign: “He said he was sensible of the difficulties coming on before his 
last confinement & that he had for some Weeks past thought it his duty 
to let the Selectmen know his infirmities would prevent his further at- 
tendance upon the business of said School and after some further dis- 
course resigned the place as Master of said School; adding that he had 
spent his Estate in the Towns service and hoped they would not let him 
suffer to which it was reply’d by them that the disposition of the Town 
was such that we could not doubt he would be provided for during the 
remainder of his Days.”^^ The town then “Voted, that the Sum of One 
hundred Pounds be and hereby is granted to Peleg Wiswell, for his 
support the ensuing year.”^^ 

Dwellings, owned by the town, were provided for some of the mas- 
ters. The selectmen’s minutes, of March 29, 1652, refer to the “Liber- 
tie” granted to Richard Cook, “to set a house one theTowne’s ground, 
which is betwixt the towne’s house in which M^. Woodmansy now 
liveth,and the town schoole house.”^^ The “towne’s house” may have 
been occupied by Woodbridge in i645."^s Woodmansey lived in this 
house at the time of his death, August 1 3, 1 667.^^ Two years later, his 
widow was informed by one of the selectmen “that the towne occasions 

40 B. K., XX, 192 (July I, 1766). 

41 B. K., XX, 240. 

4s B. R-, XX, 243 (Feb. 5, 1767). 

43 B. R-, XVI, 200 (Mar. 9, 1767). He died Sept. 2, i767.Wiswallwas the only school- 
master of Boston -who was granted a retiring allowance during the colonial period. 
John Tikston was pensioned in 1819. 

44 B. R., 11, 109. See also B. R., II, 116 Qune 27, 1653): 40 shillings to Woodman- 
sey, “as part of his repayres to his house.” 

45 B. R., II, 86 (Oct. 28, 1645). See p. 96, infra. It should be noted that the 
“garden plott” assigned to Daniel Maude, Apr. 17, 1637, was merely one of the town 
allotments to the inhabitants of Boston (B. R., II, 17), and not an allo-wance for the 
support of a schoolmaster. 

46 B. R., II, 142 (Jan. 25, 1657): “the house belonging to the schoole shall bee re- 
paired;” 148 Quly 26, 165B): “Woodmansyes house shall sufficiently repayred 
before -winter.” 
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need the vse of the schoole house,” and that she should ‘‘prouide other- 
wise for her seifef’^? Woodmansey requited that she be supplied 
with ‘‘a house to live in, if she remoueth from the schoole house,” to 
which the town responded that it would "‘allowe her ^^8. p. an for that 
end, dureing her widdowhood.”-^^ 

The records suggest that Ezekiel Cheever lived in the “schoole 
[dwelling] house,” and not in rooms in the building which was used for 
instruction.49 On January 6, 1670/71, Benjamin Tompson “declared 
his remouail to Chariestowne,” and “resigned vp the possestion of the 
schoole & schoole house . . . And it was further agreed that the said 
Cheeuers should be allowed sixtie pounds p. an for his seruice in the 
school out of the towne rates & rents that be longe to the schoole, and the 
possestion & vse of y® schoole housef’so After many years of occupancy 
by the masters of the school, the house was in such a state of disrepair 
that the town was moved, March ii, 1699/1700, to “Consider ateut 
repairing or Building, or hiring a House for Mr Ezek^^ Cheever.”si 
A year later, it was “Voted That a House be Built for Old m'". Eze^. 
Cheever;” and two of the selectmen were “appointed to provide a 
House for M^ Chever to dwell in untill a house be built for him. ” 5 2 
F rom May 3, 1 70 1 , until October or November, 1 702, when the new 
building was completed, Cheever lived in a house rented for him by the 
town .53 Upon his appointment as master, Nathaniel Williams was “in- 
vited to remove into y® House where Cheever dwelt .”54 After 1734, 
the house was occupied by John Lovell, who succeeded Williams .55 
During the incumbency of Edward Mills, the town appropriated a 
dwelling for the master of the Writing School in Queen Street, The 
first master, John Cole, lived in a rented house, for which the town 

47 B. R., VII, 51 (Dec. 27, 1669). 

48 B. R., VII, 53 (Mar. 14, 1669/70). In these two records, “the schoole hou^’’ was 
“the towne*s house,” mentioned in 1652, a dwelling separate from the school building. 
45 > Jenks and later writers say that he lived in the school building, 

SOB. R., VII, 57. 

51 B. R., VII, 241; VIII, 4. See also B. R., XI, 8 (Aug. 25, 1701): “M^ EzekieU 
Chever is allowed fifty Six Shillings for Several! years repaires of his house School 
house as p his acco^.” 

52 B. R., VII, 244 (Mar. 10, 1700/1)5 XI, 3 (Apr. 28, 1701), 

53 B. R., XI, 8 (Aug. 25, 1701), 1 1 (Nov. 24, 1701), 17 (Mar. 2, 1701/2), 20 (Mar. 30, 
1702), 22 (May 12, 1702), 27 (Sept. 28, 1702^ See Appendix B, p. 89, for location 
and description of the house. 

54 B. R., XI, 79 (Sept. 6, 1708). See al^ B. R., VIII, 765 XIII, 66, 69, 100; XII, 26. 

55 B. R., XV, 137 (Sept. 20, 1738): “the Towns House where m^. John Lovell dwells 
in School Street5” XVI, 88, 93; XX, 220. 
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2imd€ him an allowance.s^ Cole’s successor, Jacob Sh^fe, preferred to 
live at ‘‘his father’s house . . . near” the South Writing School.^^ After 
the death of Edward Samuel Holyoke was permitted “to haue the 

use of the Hou^ M"" Mills lived in/’ss jn turn, this house was occupied 
by John Proctor, Junior, and Jam^ Cziter,^^ Proctor’s colleague, 
Samuel Holbrook, did not live in a dwelling provided by the town, nor 
did he receii'e an allowance for rent. 

Some of the masters lived in houses which they rented. They re- 
ceived compensation, however, in the form of rent-allowance voted by 
the town. The records mention grants of ^4 lawful money to £jo old 
tenor, “for y® Hire of a House,” to Richard Henchman, master of the 
North Writing School, and to John Barnard, Peleg Wiswall, and Sam- 
uel Hunt, masters of the North Grammar School.^® Only one of the 
ushers was considered in connection with his rent. In reponse to the 
“Petition of Mr. Zech, Hicks,” the town voted, March 1 1, 1734/35, 
“That the sum of Twenty Pounds be allow’d & paid to the said Mr. 
Hicks in Consideration of his House Rent, and in Addition to his Salary 
for this year.”6i There appears to have been no provision of dwellings 
or rent, during the colonial period, for the masters of the South Writing 
School.^2 

In addition to the various grants, certain perquisites were allowed the 
roasters. The earliest reference to these occurs in a letter from Samuel 
Sewall to Increase Mather, April 25, 1710: “At the last Anniversary 
Meeting the Town augmented the Masters Salary to One Hundred 
pounds p. annum. What with that, and some small perquisits, a humble 


56 B. R., VIII, 104-J (May 17, 1714): Upon his resignation, the town voted him a 
“grant” of “Two pounds and Sixteen Shillings in Consideration of what he formerly 
pd for the Rent of his School-House.*’ 

57 B. R., XIII, 100 (July II, 1722). 

5 «B. R., XII, 41 (Mar. 13, 1732/33), See also B. R., XIII, 240. 

59 B. R., XX, 296 (June 15, 1768): “the widow of said Master Holyoke having re- 
movedj” XXIII, 214 (Mar. 23, 1774): “the House the widow of the late M^ Procter 
lived in is now empty.” Evidently, the widows were not forced to vacate their homes 
immediately. A record of Mar. 12, 1779 (B. R.,XXVI, 58) refers to Carter’s “House 
being found by the Town.” 

^ B. R., XI, 4 (Apr. 28, 1701), 10 (Nov. 24, 1701), 17 (Mar. 6, 1701/2), 22 (May 25, 
1702), 36 (Nov. 29, 1703); 'V'lII, 104 (May 14, 1714), no (Mar. 14, 1714/15), 119 
(Mar. 13, 1715/16), 126 ^ay 15, 1717), 143 (Mar. 15, 1719/20); XIV, 135 (Mar. 15, 
1747/48); XVIII, 158 (Mar. 5, 1774). 

B, R., XII, loi. This action was not repeated. 

B. R-, XXVI, 57 (Mar. 12, 1779): Samuel Holbrook granted ,^30 “in consider- 
ation of his House Rent.” 
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Christian ]Man that loves Work more than Wages, needs not be dis- 
couraged.”^3 When John Lovell was appointed master of the South 
Grammar School, May 21,1 734, the town "‘Voted, That the Stipend, 
Pay or Salar}^ with the Emoluments of the said School now belonging 
to the Rev, Mr. Williams, the present Master thereof. Shall be and be- 
long to the said Mr. LoveL”^^ The nature of these “Emoluments” is 
revealed in John Proctor’s reply to “the Complaint of his refusing to 
take the Children of some Families of low Circumstances in the World, 
and insisting on large demands for Firing & Entry money &c.,”in which 
“he Informed that as to Firing, he had not more than Five Shilling a 
piece, one with another (some paying and ^me not) and as to the Entry 
money, he has not Demanded any of the Town Inhabitants, but of 
Strangers, of which he has now about Ten in his School, And that . . . 
if he had not the whole of the Perquisites, he could not keep the 
SchooL”^5 The selectmen reported to the town, May 8, 1741, that 
there were “about Two Hundred and Eighty Scholars” at John Proc- 
tor’s school. At “Five Shillings a piece,” the fire-money amounted to 
,^70. This sum, in the depreciated currency of the time, would not have 
purchased a year’s supply of wood for Proctor’s dwelling and school- 
house. In 1 75 1 5 the selectmen were ordered to set the fee which the 
masters might demand for “firing. Neither this nor the amount of 
the entrance fee appears in the town records. 

Samuel Holbrook, upon his appointment as one of the masters of the 
Writing School in Queen Street, August i, 1753, was “allowed Sixty 
Pounds p. annum, and also allowed to improve the School for his own 
advantage out of School hours, and to be entitled to the Perquisites of 
the School (the Fire money excepted).”^^ His successor, John Proctor? 
Junior, received a salary of j^yo, and “one half the Perquisites of the 

School (the Fire Money excepted) also . . . the improvement of the 

School out of School-hours.”^^ Proctor was obliged to share the per- 
quisites with the other master of the school. 

^3 CdL Mass. Hist. Soc., 6tli Series, I, 391-93. 

^ B. R., XII, 86. After tlie reversion of Thomas Gunter’s lease, Lovell was permitted. 
May 20, 1 772, to “have the use of the Cellar under the South Grammar School” (B. R., 
XVIII, 81). He may have had an income from it. 

^5 B. R., XV, 288 (Apr. 15, 1741). 

66 B. R.,XII, 279. 

67 B. R., XIV, 199 (May 14, 1751). “Entrance & Fire Money” were abolished by a 
town vote of Apr. 5, 1784. FiieWod was provided by the town (B. R., XXXI, 18). 

68 B. R., XVII, 299. The salary of Samuel Holyoke, the other master, was £80. 

69 B. R., XIX, 12 (Aug. 9, 1754). 
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By making ink themselves, the masters may have been able to save a 
smail sum from the town’s ink allowance, that is, when it was paidJ® 
The town voted, .\Iarch 23, 1753, that Abiah Holbrook, master of the 
South Writing School, Scholars under his Care with Ink 

as he requests in his Petition, provided he will do it for Four Pounds 
Lawful l\Ioney a Year.” 7 i Thirteen years later, he ''applied to the Se- 
lectmen to have a Draft for Supply of Ink agreeable to the Vote of the 
Town for Eight yors past, it not having been drawn for since May, 
1 7 5 8. ”72 fiis brother, Samuel Holbrook, master of the Writing School 
in Queen Street, August i, 1753 — August i, 1754, was allowed only 
‘'Twenty Shilling ... for Supplying the Scholars with Ink during the 
Time he was Master.”^^ 

From the diary of John Tileston, it may be inferred that the masters 
were permitted to sell paper, pencils, quills, and copy-books to their 
pupilsA"^ A small but steady income was realized from these items. 

The most profitable of the perquisites was “the improvement of the 
School out of School-hours.” Masters who desired it were granted the 
privilege of using the school buildings for the instruction of private 
pupils, at hours which did not conflict with the regular schedule of the 
public schools. Abiah Holbrook was given “Liberty ... to keep a private 
School to teach youth the Rules of Psalmody Agreeable to his Petition 
therefor.”75 His “singing School” was open only “during the Summer 
Season.”76 In the winter, his usher, John Vinal, conducted evening 
classes in writing andarithmetic “at the South- Writing-SchooL”^^ Some 
of the masters must have added an appreciable sum to their incomes by 
giving private instruction. 

John Tileston's diary, entry of Apr. 9, 1764: “Ingredients for i quart of Ink — ^4 
ounces of Galls of Aleppo, 2 ounces of Copperas, 2 ounces of Gum Arabic** (Coles- 
worthy, D. C., John Tileston s School; also his diary from 1761 to 1766. Boston, 
1887, p. 72). 

B. R., XIV, 234. See also B. R., XIV, 230--31 (Mar. 13, 1753). 

72 B. R., XX, 216 (May 26, 1766). See also B. R., XIX, 73 (Jan. 30, 1758): “A draft 
for Ink for the Schooh.” 

73 B. R., XIV, 216 (Aug. 7, 1754). 

74 Op, cit.y 72: “Sept. 16 [1764] Bought of Capt*n Boroughs ... ten thousand quills 
at 45s. per thousand . . . likewise ... 4 thousand for Master Proctor. . . . Oct. 10 [1764] 
Made 5% books, best paper.” 

75 B. R., XVII, 76 (Aug. I, 1744)- As already noted, this privilege was given to 
Samuel Holbrook and John Proctor, Junior. 

Boston Gazette, June 26, 1744. 

Ibid, Sept. 13, 27, 17565 B. R., XIX, 145 (Apr. 15, 1761). John Tileston’s diary 
mentions his “evening School,** and “private scholars” {of, cit., 72). 
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An inter^ting comment on the colonial practice appears in the report 
of Comittee appointed to consider of a future Arangement of the 
free Schools in this Town,” April 5, 1784: 

MoreoTer the Practice of the School-jMasters in instrucdng the same Chil- 
dren who are indtled to the Benefit of the publick Schools, at other Hours than 
those devoted to the Town hath a Tendency to draw’ their Attention from the 
Publick to the private Schook, to incite an odious Distinction betw^een those 
whose Parents can Afford the Expence of their Attending the private Schools 
& those w4o cannot. — ^And it greatly increases the General Expence of Edu- 
cation. — It is therefore the Opinion of the Committee that the Schoolmasters 
employed by the Towm ought not to teach such of the Male Children of the 
Inhabitants as are under the Age of fourteen years, in the same branches of 
Learning at their private and the publick Schools — 

If the foregoing Opinions of the Committee respecting the Practice of the 
Schoolmasters shall meet the Approbation of the Town, they will in that case 
be abridged of certain Perquisites which they have heretofore received, with, 
at least the tacit Consent of the Towm; and therefore the Committee beg leave 
to recommend to the Consideration of the Town Whether such Adition should 
not be made to their Salaries as to enable' them to support their owm Children 
& Families and in the Exercise of that Cardinal Virtue, Prudence to lay up for 
them such a Moderate Overplus, as every industrious Sc provident Inhabitant 
wishes to do for his own Family at the Period of Needfulness or Life — But if 
the Towm should think it proper that the practice should continue with Respect 
to the Instruction of any of the Children at what are called private Hours, the 
Committee recommend that the terms of Instruction at such Hours be regu- 
lated by the Selectmen or a standing Committee for regulating the Schoois.^^ 

The ‘‘Report having been read and considered,” the town “Voted, that 
the Selectmen be directed not to employ or Continue any Person as a 
Publick Schoolmaster or Usher who shall not agree to have the Terms 
of Instruction of the Children of the Town at Private hours regulated 
by the Selectmen.”^^ Apparently, the town was not ready to grant large 
increase in salaries. 

In order to encourage grammar school masters, the General Court 
granted them exemption from poll and estate taxes.^o This statute, re- 
enacted almost every year from 1 692 to 1 7 75, did not refer to the writ- 
ing school masters. In this connection, as the following petition indi- 
cates, the law seems to have been rather liberally construed by the 
town, or its agents: 

78 B, R., XXXI, 17. 

79 B. R.,XXXI, 18. 

80 Acts and Resolves of the Prov, of the Mass. I, zg (Juiie 24, 1692), and vols. ff. 
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The PetitioE of Edward !Mills of Boston 

Hnmblj Sheweth 

That Whereas the Govemm^ of this Province have been the singular Patrons 
of liberal! Education and use many wayes to encourage all Tutors and Students 
therein & particularly b].’ an Act for Apportioning & Assessing of Taxes &c: 
Have (amongst others) extended immunities therefrom to Granmi^ School 
l^iasterSy who have ever had the benefit of that exemption, & AH still have it 
except yo’" Petitioner Who, tho he has Sent Sundry Students from his School 
to Colledge, & been serving the Town in the capacity of a Gramm^ Tutour 
for the space of near Twenty Years, is made now a Single instance, by Assess- 
ing not only his School House but even his Poll &:c^ While meer Writeing 
iVlasters in this Town are (some from all Taxes, Others from y® Poll) excused- 
Yo^ Petitioner therefore Prays Yo^ Hono^® favourable consideration that he 
may injoy those incouragem*® he humbly conceives himself intituled to, 
either by a clause to be added to the Act Relating to School Masters whereby 
yo^ Petitioner may be intituled to the full benefit of Act or othenvise as to 
your grave Wisdomes shall seem meet. 

The Court ordered, November 8, 1710, “that he be exempted from 
public Taxes, in manner as Grammar Schoolmasters are by LawP’Si 
If Mills’s testimony is reliable, the town assessors used their own dis- 
cretion in the matter of taxing the writing school masters of his day. 
The only recorded petition of this sort from one of the public writing 
school masters was disregarded by the town. 

The records contain many petitions for allowances and additions to 
salaries. As one might expect, some of the masters petitioned periodi- 
cally. Although there were complaints of inadequacy and delay, the 
salaries of the schoolmasters were usually higher than those of the vari- 
ous town officials. 


Mass. Archi^eSj LVIII, 278; Acts and ResohueSy IX, 150 (Nov. 8, 1710). Mills con- 
ducted a private school at this time. 

B. R-, XVI, 207 (Mar. 23, 1767): Abiah Holbrook asks for consideration **with 
respect to his Taxes.” 



CHAPTER VII 
SUPERVISION 

T hroughout the colonial period, the public schools of 
Boston were administered by the town. ^ Schools were estab- 
lished and sources of income were designated by the vote of 
the “Freeholders and other Inhabitants.” The town, or the selectmen 
instructed by the town, appointed the masters and ushers, and deter- 
mined salaries and allowances. For the purpose of expediting the details 
of school operation, the town delegated authority to the selectmen. As 
agents of the town, they were responsible for the active supervision of 
the schools.^ 

During the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, supervision 
was carried on by occasional visitation. Much of the inspection was quite 
informal, the selectmen visiting singly, or otherwise, whenever they saw 
fit. As circumstances warranted, the town or the selectmen considered 
the various needs of the schools, and voted special investigations. 

For reasons not revealed in the records, the town voted, December 19, 
1 7 09, “That a Committee be chosen to consider of the aflEaires relateing 
to the Gramer Free School of this Town, & to make report thereof.”^ 
At the town meeting of March 1 3, 1 709/ 1 o, the committee submitted 
the following suggestion : 

We further propose and recommend as of Great Service and Advantage for 
the promoting of Diligence and good literature. That the Town Agreeably to 
the Usage in England, and (as we understand) in Some time past practiced 
here. Do Nominate and Appoint a Certain Number of Gentlemen, of Liberal 
Education, Together with Some of y® Rev*^ Ministers of the Town to be In- 
spectors of the S^ Schoole under that name Title or denomination. To Visit y® 
School from time to time, when and as Oft, as they shall thinck fit to Enform 
themselves of the methodes used in teaching of y® Scholars and to Inquire of 
their Proficiency, And be present at the performance of Some of their Exercise, 
the Master being before Notified of their Comeing, And -with him to consult 


^ Governor Andros usurped some of the authority of the town, in school matters, 
during his administration. After his removal, the town voted, June 3, 1689, “that 
the former Custome & practice in managing the affaires of the free schools be restored 
& continued,’* 

2 The selectmen were reminded. Mar. 14, 1663/64, that the authority on all matters 
of public concern was in the town meeting (B. R., VII, 20-21). 

3 B. R., VIII, 63. 
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aod AiiFise of further !VIethcKis for y* Advancement of Learning and the Good 
Government of the Schooled 

Upon considering ‘'the Said Report in the Several Articles thereof,"" 
the town voted ""to male: choice of [hve] Inspector according to the 
aforesaid proposalls ... to Sen^e for one year ensuing.” Although the 
recommendation refers to a “usage ... in Some time past practiced 
here,” the action of this meeting established the first “Inspectors” of the 
grammar school. ^ 

Before this time, the ministers had played a part in the visitation of 
the school The records do not indicate w^hether they did so on their 
own initiative or by invitation of the town or selectmen. Cotton Mather 
decided, on June 7, 1699, to “visit all the schools; and endeavor to 
speak such things both to the Teachers and the Scholars, as they may 
all bee the better for!”*^ In May, 1 7 18, he noted that “a fresh visitation 
of our Schools, will give me now some Opportunities for the Doing of 
Good more Wayes than one.”^ His special attention was given to the 
North Grammar School, which was near his home.^ According to the 
records, he was invited to attend but one of the annual visitations.^ Ap- 
parently, the other visits were wholly gratuitous. 

There were no ministers among the inspectors appointed March 1 3, 

1 709/1 c: Waite Winthrop, Samuel Sewall, Elisha Cooke, Isaac Ad- 
dington, andThomas Brattle.This action so displeased Increase Mather, 
pastor of the Second Church, that he expressed his disapproval in a letter 
to Samuel Sewall, April 24, 1710: 

Sir, I understand that there is a discourse about Visitors for the School, and 
that your self intends to speak with me about that Afiair, and to desire that I 
vrould be concerned. I therefore send this to prevent you from that trouble; for 
I am not willing to be concerned; for 2 Reasons; i . I have no Call to that Serv- 
ice. I cannot but judge that the Ministers of the Town are the fittest persons 
in the World to be the Visitors of the School. But the Town (I hear) has left 
them out of their Vote; which has been a great disrespect, and Contempt put 
upon (not me but) aU the Ministers in Boston. They must be very fond of the 
Office (which I am sure I am not) who shall now run before they are called. A 

4 B. R., VIII, 65. This action did not reflect upon the ability of Nathaniel Williams, 
“the present master of whos: qualificadons and fitness for that imployment we tak: 
for granted everybexly must be abundandy Satisfied” (B. R., VIII, 64-65). 
s The records contain no reference to an earlier usage of this sort. 

^ The Diary of Cotton Mather, in CoU. Mass, Hist, Sac., 7th Series, VII, 304. 

7/^/4 VIII, 533. 

VIII, 236, 472, 531, 548-49? 580. 

^ B. R., XIII, 153 (June 17, 1726): invited for June 24, 1726. 
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Secondary call from T. B. &c. I esteem as none at all. 2 . 1 am stricken in years. 
Tiiat wMch. was a Recreation to me formerly, is now a Barden. I may not then 
concern myself wdtii a new office . . , 

NcFcrtlieless, I purpose (if God wdll) to goe to the Schoolhouse, and preach 
a Sermon to the children; but not as a Visitor. And therefore I am not willing 
that any one should goe with me (especially not any of the Visitors chosen by 
the Town) For which cause I shall conceal the day of my doing that Service 
from every-body, until! the work is over.^<^ 

Judge Sewall replied immediately^ as follows; 

Reverb Sir, I am favoured wdth yours of yesterday. The purpose there 
mentioned, I Entreat you to Review, and alter ... As for the business of the 
Visitation, the Town also came into that, with this caution, that the Visitors 
should stand but one year. And I am confident, they designed not to- offend, 
much less to contemn any of the honoured Pastors. But many times you know, 
Im mtium ancit cuipae fuga. For which, in their behalf, I ask your Pardon. Four 
of this year’s Visitors were bred and bom in the Town, and bear a considerable 
part of its charge. Mr. Brattle is a good Scholar, and exceils in Mathematicai 
Learning, upon which Account Respect is due to him. As for any Exorbitances 
of his, the Town is far from abetting him in them. And therefore I humbly en- 
treat you to do what Service you shall chuse, for the School; only cond^cend to 
do it upon the Tenth of May, the Time apointed by the Visitors; your work 
will thereby be much more Beautifull, much more Honourable, much more 
profitable. Boston of the Massachusets invites you, calls you. Courts you.^^ 

As Sewall stated, the visitors were to “stand” for one year only, but, at 
the meetings of March 1 2, 1 7 1 o/i i and March i o, 1 7 1 2/1 3, the same 
men were “chosen to be Inspectors of the Free Gramer School for the 
year ensueing.”^^ At the latter meeting, the town “Voted, That a Co- 
mittee Shall be raised to Inspect the Free writing Schools which are 
Supported at the Townes Charge, And . . . That John Clark Esq"", 
ColF Adam Winthrop & Major Thomas Fitch be the S*^ Comittee.”^^ 
Again, the town expressed its dissent from Mather’s opinion that the 
ministers were “the fittest persons in the World to be the Visitors.” 

In the following year, the ministers were included: the town voted 
“That y® Sel: men together with the Reverend Ministers of this Town 
be desired to be the Inspectors of the Free Grammar Schook for the 
year ensuing.”^^ This vote, with similar phraseology, was repeated at 

Tbe Letter-Book of Samuel Sewall, in CoU, Mass. Hist. Soc.^ 6tli Series, I, 393-94- 

Ibidj I, 391-93. 

B. R., VIII, 75y 95. Inspectors were not elected at the meeting of Mar. 10, 171 ijiz. 
Probably the earlier group continued to smre. 

13 B. R., VIII, 94 (Mar. 9, 1712/13). B. R., VIII, 100 (Mar, 16, 1713/14). 
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the next four annua! meetings, ^5 The ministers were chosen again^ at 
the meeting of March 9, 1 7 1 8/19, but they were to serve with a com- 
mittee of seven men,, only one of whom was a selectman. These seven 
were re-elected March 15, 1719/20; the ministers were not men- 
tioned. ^ 7 The omission of the writing schools after March 9, 1 7 1 2/1 3 
is not significant: no doubt they were included in the annual visitations. 
From March i 3, 1720/21 until the end of the colonial period, the town 
voted annually ^‘that the Select men and Such as they Shall desire to 
Assist them be Inspectors ... of the Schools for the year ensuing.’’^^ 
Throughout this time, the selectmen regularly invited the ministers 
and others to accompany them. 

As the years went on, the visitation committee grew until it num- 
bered fifty or sixtv who actually attended on the day of the annual visit. 
At times, it included the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, members of 
the Council, Representatives to the General Court, the overseers of the 
poor, the selectmen, the ministers, judges, and many others. An ac- 
count of Jonathan Belcher’s visit of J une 19,17 34, may be of interest : 

Last Wednesday being the Day appointed by the Select Men for the Visit- 
ation of the Free Schools in this Town, they resolved to attend that Service 
with some of the Ministers of the Town as usual. His Excellency Governor 
Belcher being apprised of their Resolution, took that opportunity of paying the 
Schools a Visit, at the same time to shew his Respect to the Town, and give his 
Countenance and Encouragement to Learning among us. At the two Gram- 
mar Schools his Excellency was Saluted by the two Masters in Latin Orations, 
to which his Excellency returned his Answer in Latin, as elegantly as kindly. 
His Excellency being gratified with the Reception which he had met with at 
th^e and the other Schools and pleas’d with the Improvement of the Children 
in them, directed the Masters respectively to allow their Scholars a Play Day; 
and then Invited the Masters, together with the Visitors of the Schools, to an 
Entertainment in the Evening.^^ 

If Governor Belcher was invited, it must have been an afterthought. 
His name does not appear in the list of those who were “desired,” at a 
meeting of June 5, 1 7 34, “to Accompany the Select Men on that Serv- 
es B. R., VIII, 1 09 (Mar. 2 1 , 1 7 14/1 5), 1 1 7 (Mar. 1 2, 1 7 1 5/1 6), 1 24 (Mar. 11,1716/17}, 
129 (Mar. 10, 1717/18). 

^6 B. R., VIII, 136. 

17 B. R., VIII, 142. 

B. R., VIII, 15 1. The phrasing varies but slighdy from year to year. 

79 See Appendix C, p. 91. Occasional attendance by successful private school masters 
and former public school masters insured capable inspection. 

29 Boston Gazette, June 17-24, 1734; Boston Weekly Nems-Letter, June 20-27, i734* 
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ice, and to meet at the Town House, at 9 of the Clock in the morn- 
The selectmen may ha\'e permitted the Governor to act as host 
at '"an Entertainment in the Evening.” They had already voted, how- 
ever, ""That a Dinner be provided at IVIrs. Wardalls, and the afore men- 
tioned Gentlemen, with the several School blasters be Invited to Dine 
with us.”^2 

As early as June 5, 1733, the selectmen voted that a ""Dinner be pro- 
vided” for the school visitors.^3 Although the records of 1733—1774 
refer to but eighteen visitation dinners, they may have been provided 
annually- The masteis were specifically invited to attend the dinneis of 
^ 733 ? ^ 734 > ^.nd 1739.-^ At a selectmen’s meeting, June ii, 1765, 
Williston was directed to call upon M"". Wiswall & M"". Level, 
the Masteis of the two public Grammar Schools for the Nam^ of the 
Fathers of those Children who are In their highest Forms, and will 
leave School this Season, that those Parents may be invited to attend the 
Visitation, and dine at Faneuil Hall on said Day.”25 

By 1 764, these entertainments had outgrown the accommodations at 
Mrs. WardweU’s, or the Orange Tree Tavern, where they were usually 
held. In that year, the selectmen voted ‘"That a Dinner be provided at 
Faneuil Hall for about 50 Gentlemen on the Day for visiting the Schools, 
and that Ballard shall have the dressing thereof, and also furnish 
the Liquors that may be wanted.”26 Qn “account of the present dis- 
tress,” in 1774, ‘^the dinner usual on such dzys was laid aside .”27 
The nature of the inspection is indicated in the visitation report sub- 
mitted to the town, March 19, 1738/39: 

The Report of the Select Men of the Visitation of the Public Schools, be- 
ing Printed, was Read, as follow. Viz*. 

To the Inhabitants of Boston, Town Meeting assembled. 

Mar. 12, 1738 

Pursuant to a Vote of the Town of Boston at their annual meeting the 1 3 th. 

21 B. R-, XIII, 254. This visitation, appointed for Tuesday, June 18, may have been 
postponed to June 19, when the selectmen learned that the Governor would be 
pleased to attend on that date- 

22 Voted June 5. 

23 B. R., XIII, 241. 

24 The ushers were included, in 1739. 

25 B. R., XX, 161. This is the only invitation to the parents which appears in the 
town records. 

26 B. R., XX, 84 0 % 6, 1764). 

27 B. R., XXIII, 222 (July 6 , 1 774). The ‘^present distress*’ was an epidemic of small- 
pox. 
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of Marcli, 1737. Drairing Us the Select Men to Visit the several Public Schools 

in the Town, &c. — 

We accordingly Attended tliat Service on the 26tli, of June last past. Ac- 
companied by the following Gentlemen, A iz^. 

The Hon. Thomas Hutchinson Esq"*. 

The Hon. Adam Winthrop Esq^ 

The Hon. Ezekiel Levins Esq^. 

The Hon. Anthony Stoddard Esq^. 

The Hon- Jacob Wendell Esq^. 

The Rev. Mr. William Hooper 

The Rev. Mr. Samuel Mather. 

And now Report, as follows. 

That the Number of Scholars instructed in the Public Schools is as follows, 
Yiz^. 

In the South Grammar School, about One Hundred and Twenty. 

In the North Grammar School, about Sixty. 

In the North "Writing School, about Two Hundred & Eighty. 

In the Writing School in Queen Street, about Seventy three. 

In the South Writing School, about Sixty two. — 

That We heard the Performances of the Lattin Scholars at each Grammar 
School, And inspected the Performances of the Scholars in the other Schools, 
both in Writing and Arithmedck, And heard the younger Scholars read — ^And 
that in general they perform’d to the great satisfaction of the "Visitors — ^And We 
have grounds to hope that the Masters in the said several Schools do faithfully 
Dischardge the Trust reposed in them. 

And We look upon it as a point of Justice due to the Master of the South 
Writing School, to Report, that the Writing both of the Master and Scholars 
has been of late much improved. — 

John Jeffries. 

Jon*. Armitage. 

David Collson. 

Alex*. Forsyth. V Select Men. 

Caleb Lyman. 

Jonas Clarke. 

Tho®. Hutchinson Jun’^. ^ 

Voted, That the Report of the Select Men, of the Visitation of the Schools, 
now Read, be Accepted — 

Voted, That the Select Men be, and hereby are Desired to Visit the Public 
Schools within the Town, the year ensuing. Desiring such Gentlemen to ac- 
company them therein, as they shall think proper, And that they Report 
thereon.2^ 


28 B. R., XII, 212-13. Meeting assembled March 12, adjourned to March 19. 
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Reports of the annual visitationsj which were usually made late in June 
or early in July, were presented at the town meetings in the following 
spring. 

The annual visitation reports from March 19, 1738/39 to May 10, 
1774, constitute our chief source of information concerning ‘'‘the 
Number of Scholars instructed in the Public Schools.” For the years 
^ ^35“^ 739? there is but one record which indicates the number of stu- 
dents enrolled in any of the public schools. On March 1 3, 1 709/1 07‘The 
Committee chosen by the Town the 19th of December Last, to con- 
sider the Affaires relating to ye Free Grammar School of this Town” 
expressed the opinion that “the worke of that School do’s necessarily 
require the Attendance of a master and an Usher, and it seems Im- 
practicable for one person alone, well to Oversee the manners of So 
great a number of Scholars (oft: times more than a hundred).”^^ If the 
selectmen made regular “returns” in the earlier period, the statistics 
were not entered in the minutes of the town or of the selectmen. A com- 
plete report does not appear in the records until March 19, 1738/39.31 
The statistics appear on the following page.32 

Verifiable population statistics will not permit a satisfactory estimate 
of the proportion of the total population enrolled in the schools. The 
total white population of Boston in 1742 was 15,008.33 In that year, 
there were 535 — 3.56 per cent — ^attending the schools. The school en- 
rollment in 1765 was 6.26 per cent of the white population,34 

In addition to the annual visitations, the town found it nec^sary, at 
times, to order a “particular Enquiry”: the selectmen were “desired to 
Visit the several Schools in the Town, and particularly Enquire into 
their State & Circumstances, and the proficiency of the Scholars that 
attend at said Schools, and report thereon as soon as may be.”3s The 

29 The thirty-four reports which contain enrollment statistics attach to visitations 
made on the following dates: June 17 (i), 19 (z), 22 (3), 23 (2), 24 (i), 25 (5), 26 (2), 
27 (i), 28 (3), 29 (3); July I (3), 4 (2), 5 (2), 6 (i), 7 (i), II (2). Until 1745, the re- 
ports were presented at the March meeting; after that date, at the May meeting. 

30 B. R., VIII, 65. 

31 Reproduced on p. 62, supra, 

32 The arrangement is mine. Initials are used to indicate the South Grammar School, 
North Grammar School, South Writing School, North Writing School, and the 
Writing School in Queen Street. See Appendix D, p. 93, for sources, which axe at- 
tached to the appropriate dates. 

33 B. R., XV, 369 (Dec. 14, 1742). Total: 16,382. Negroes: 1374. 

34 B. R., XIX, 170 Quly 29, 1765). Total: 15,520. Negroes and Indians: 848. **White 
People under Sixteen*’: males, 4109; females, 4010. 

35 B. R., XrV, 65-66 (Mar. 25, 1744/45). 
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selectmen were instructed not only to “Enquire into the behaviour of 
the Scholars and the Government and Regulation they are under, and 
give such Directions to the Masters of said Schools concerning them, 
as they shall judge needful,” but also to ascertain “whether there is any 
Neglect of Duty in the Masters or Ushers of said SchooIs,”36 

Following such a “particular Enquiry,” Ames Angier was dismissed 
from his position as master of the South W riting School, May 1 5? 1 7 • 

The Return of the Cofiuttee about m’’ Ames Anger Sc the South School viz^. 
Pursuant to the directions of the freeholders &: Inhabitants of the Town at 
their Annual meeting in March last. 

36 B. R., XIV, 233 (Mar. 23, 1753); XVI, ii (May 16, 1758); XII, 306 (Sept. 13, 
1742}: One of the selectmen moved “that the Town would take into their Consider- 
ation some proper Method for the better Government & Regulation of the North 
Writing School.^’ 
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Pen Townsend, Jeramiah Allen Esq^, & John Edwards together with 
the Select men. Yissitted the wrighting School at the Soatherlj End of Boston 
on Thirsday the 24th ap^^ 1722. and Examined the Scholars under Ames 
Angers tuition as to their proficiency in Reading wTiting Scyphering & the mas- 
ters ability of teaching & Instructing youth Sc his Rales Sc methods therefore. 
And are of Opinion That it will be no Service to the Tovm to Continue 
Anger in that Employ .37 

Before considering Jeremiah Condy’s request for an ‘‘Addition to his 
Salary/’ the town “d^ired” that its committee “in an Espesial Mafier 
Vizit Condys School and Report to the Town at their Meeting the 
Ability and Industry of the said Condy and the Proficiency of the 
Scholais under his Tuition.”38 another occasion, a visitation com- 
mittee was instructed to “direct m’' Peter Blin to a more Constant & 
diligent application to the dischardge of the Trust Comitted to him.”39 
Desiring something more convincing than the usual report submitted 
by the selectmen, the town voted, March 29, 1734, “That the several 
Writing Masters ... do pr^nt, at the next General Town Meeting, 
Some of their own performances in Writing, for the Town’s inspec- 
tion.”'^® A criticism of the effectiveness of the supervision carried on by 
the selectmen appears in a proposal submitted to the town meeting of 
May 7, 1735: 

Tliat there be a Committee specially Appointed to make strict Enquiry into 
the Ability and Learning of the Masters of the Free Writing Schools within 
this Town, and what Proficiency the Children under their Care have made, or 
are like to attain in Reading, Writing and Arithmetick For as the want of Able 
and Accurate Masters in Initiating Youth in the Rudiments of Learning will 
prove fatal and prevent the true design of Education — It is therefore hoped 
that as this Town has appeared Generous in the Encouraging Learning and 
good Literature, it will ever be Supply’d with School Masters Equal to such 
an Excellent Employment, And that they may be duly and honourably En- 
couraged.41 

To this, the selectmen replied “That the Town has alwaj^s been in the 

37 B. R., VIII, 164. 

38 B. R., XII, 8 (May 6, 1729), There were no ministers on this committee. 

3 ^ B- R., XII, 14 (Mar. 9, 1729/30)- Among the “directions,” voted by the select- 
men, May 25, 1719, for “the Masters of the Free writeing Schools,” -was the follow- 
ing: “That the accnstomary School Hours be duly Attended” pS. R., XIII, 53). 
After investigating “Complaints that were made against” Zachariah Hicks, the se- 
lectmen reported, June 12, 1758, “that tte neglect of Duty complained of was not 
for want of Fidelity . . - but that it was occasion’d wholly by his Indisposition”(B. R., 
XVL 14). 

40 B. R., XII, 75. 41 B. R., XII, 108. 
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practice of Appointing a Committee for that Service.’^ Instructions that 
they "^Visit the Public Schools more frequently than has hitherto been 
Practice’ sugg^t that the selectmen had been relying chieiy on the 
annua! \isitatioiis.+- 

In spite of contemporary criticisms, it may be said that the public 
^hoois of colonial Boston were fairly well administered and supervised. 
An examination of the available records will convince one that the town 
was, at all tim^ attentive to their welfere. 


42 B. R., XIV, 233. 



CHATTER Fill 
STUDIES 

T he traditional program of the writing schools consisted of 
writing and arithmetic. Usually, these are the only subjects of 
instruction mentioned in the records. The ability to read was 
considered a prerequisite to entrance into the schools, at the age of seven. 
In reply to a “Complaint,” John Proctor, master of the North Writing 
School, stated, at a meeting of the selectmen, April 15, 1741, “that he 
has refus’d none of the Inhabitants Children, but such as could not Read 
in the Psalter.” ^ His practice, with reference to admittance, was not 
disapproved when it was reported at the next town meeting.^ In some 
of the writing schools, however, the masters gave instruction in reading 
to those who needed it. At a visitation of June 26, 1738, the committee 
“inspected the Performances of the Scholars , . . both in Writing and 
Arithmetick, And heard the younger Scholars read.”^ On April 30, 
1683, a committee “apoynted by the towne to consider of and provide 
one or more free schooles for teachinge of children to write and cipher,” 
voted that“Two schooles shaU be pvided.”^ One school only was opened, 
November i, 1684, at which the master was appointed to teach “Chil- 
dren . , . to read & write ,”5 Ames Angier taught “Reading writing 
Scjrphering,” in 1722, at the South Writing School.^ 

In 1 7 1 9, the selectmen voted “That the following directions be given 
to the Masters of the Free Writeing Schools within this Town viz^. 

I . That morning and evening prayer be attended in the Schoois. 

2. That a Portion of Gods Word be read by Some of y® Scholars 
morning and Evening by turns. 

3. That the Schoilars be Catechized every Saturday after the form 
of the Assemblyes Catechism. 

4. That proper Seasons be Stated & Sett a part for the Encourageing 
of good Spelling. 

5. That the accustoniary School hours be duly Attended-”^ 

I B. R., XV, 288. 2 B. R., XII, 279 (May 8, 1741). 3 B. R., XII, 213. 

4 B. R., VII, 161 (Apr. 30, 1683). On Dec. 18, 1682, the town instructed the ^lect- 
men to “consider of & pvide one or more Free Schools for the teachinge of Children 
to write & cypher” (B. R., VII, 158). 

5 B. R., VII, 171 (Nov. 24, 1684). 

^ B. R., VIII, 164; XIII, 100 (July ii> 1722). See also B. R., XII, 108 (May 8, 1735): 
“Readily, Writing and Arithmetick.” 

7 B. R., XIII, 53 (May 25, 1719)* 
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Thirt¥ years later, the town voted '■‘that the Selectmen for the time be- 
ing, be and hereby they are desired to Recommend to the Masters of the 
Schcx)!s that they instruct their Scholars in Reading & Spelling and the 
Selectmen are desired to provide suitable Books for that Purpose at the 
Charge of the Town, to be given to such Poor Children as they may 
think proper.”^ So far as the records permit reconstruction, it may be 
aid that, as early as 1 7 19, the wanting schools taught spelling, reading, 
writing, arithmetic, and the catechism,^ 

The town records contain but two references to the program of stud- 
ies at the Grammar School. Daniel Henchman was appointed “to as- 
sisst !VF Woodmancy in the grammer Schoole & teach Childere to 
wright, the Year to begine the of March 65-6.”^^ Writing was 
taught at the school throughout the period during which it was the only 
public school in Boston. 

From the establishment of the first public school until the system was 
reorganized, in 1 789,^16 entrance requirements at the grammar schools 
were the same as those at the writing schools. Boys were admitted at 
seven years of age, if they could read satisfactorily. Before 1684, some 
of the grammar school students who had not learned to write attended 
private schools, from eleven to twelve o’clock in the mornings, and 
from five to six in the afternoons, for instruction in that subject. The 
custom was continued, even after the public writing schools were opened. 

The second reference to the grammar school program occurs in a 
“Memorial” which the selectmen “oflFered” to the town, March 13, 
1710/11: 

Whereas according to the information of Some of the Learned, who have 
made Observation of the easie & pleasant Rules and Methodes used in Some 
Schools in Europe, where Scollars p’haps within the Compass of one year, have 
attained to a Competent Proficiency So as to be able to read, and discourse in 
Lattin and of themselves capable to make Considerable Progress therein; And 
that according to the methodes used here Very many hundreds of boyes in this 
Town, who by their Parents were never designed for a more Liberal Education 
have Spent two, three, four years or more of their more Early dayes at the Lattin 
School, which hath proved of very Little, or no benefit as to their after Ac- 
complishm^. 

s B. R., XIV, 162 (May 9, 1749). 

^ Pupils of the time used a separate edition of the Westminster Shorter Catechism, as 
well as that which was appended to the Ne^ England Primer. 

B. R., VII, 30 (Mar. 26, 1666). 

From its establishment until Nov. i, 1684, when instruction began at the writing 
school in Prison Lane (later Queen Street). 



Studies 69 

It is tkerelore proposed to the Toi-’ra that thej would Recomend it to those 
Gentle"^ whom they shall chuse as Inspectors of the Schools, Together wkh 
ministers of the To\to, To Consider whether in this To'^m (Where the Free 
School is maintained cheifiy by a Town Rate on the Inhabitants) That Siap- 
poseing the former more Tedious and burthsnsome methode may be thought 
the best for such as are designed for Schollars (which is by Some questioned). 
Yet for the Sake & benefit of others w’ho usually are the greater number by far 
in Such Schools, Whether it might not be adviseabie that Some more easie and 
dehghtfiill methodes be there attended and put in practice. And to Signifie to 
y® Town their thoughts therein, in order to the Encourageme^^ of the Samed^ 

The town records do not mention any subsequent action on these sug- 
gestions for reforming the instruction in Latin. 

Cotton Mather, who was untiring in his ‘‘Concern” for the schools, 
must have known about the proposed reform. It may have been the in- 
spiration for the following entry in his diary, March, 1710/1 1 : 

I am concerned for the Welfare of the great Grammar Bchodl of the Town, 
I would unite Counsils with a learned, pious, honourable Visitor of the School, 
to introduce divine good Intentions into it. This Among the rest; that Castalio^ 
and Posseiius, be brought into the School; and that the Lads for their Latin 
Exercises, turn into Latin such Things as may befriend the Interests of Christi- 
anity, in their Hearts and Lives; — ^particularly, the Quaesdons and Answers, 
in our Supplies from the Tower of Dasoid,^^ 

No doubt, Mather carried out his intention of recommending these 
works, but the town paid no attention to his suggestions. Castalio does 
appear among the texts used at a much later date, however. 

The earliest known comprehensive “acct of the Methodes of In- 
struction” and the books used in the school, during the colonial period, 
appears in a letter of 1712, from Nathaniel Williams, the master, to 
Nehemiah Hobart: 

B. R., VIII, 78. At this time, there were two public writing schools in Boston. 

13 ColL Mass. Hist. Soc., 7th Series, VII, 49. 

Sebastien Chiteillon, Diahgorum sacrorum ad Imguam et mores puerorum forman- 
dos Ebrihj. Antwerp, 15525 Basel, 15575 London, 1565, 1573, 15805 Edin., 1698. 

Johannes Po^Iius, Syntaxis Graeca — Wittenberg, 1561, 1568, 15865 Cambridge, 
16405 Apophtkegmata Graecolaiina . . . y. PosseUi flii, Fiankfurt, 16165 and Dialogues 
contcdnmg all the most usefud nmrds of the Laime tmgue . . . London, 1623, are po^i- 
bnities. The first two are recommended in Charles Hook’s Ne^ disc&very of the old 
art of teacJm^ schoHe, London, 1660. 

Cotton Mather, The man of Godfurmshed. The njxy of truth, laid out ^th a three- 
fold catecMsm III. Supplies from the toaxier of Dasuid . - . Beaton, 1708. 

The letter is reproduced in an excellent article on *‘T1 k teaching of Latin and 
Greek at the Boston Latin School in 1712,” by K. B. Murdock, in Pubs. Colomal 
Soc. Mass., XXVII, 21-29. 
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The three first years are spent first in Learning by heart & then acc: to their 

capacities ondcrstanding tlie Accidence and Noinenclatory in construing & pars- 
ing acc: to the English rules of Syntax Sententiae Pueriles Cato & Corderiiis 

& Attops Fables J 5 

The 4^^ year, or sooner if their capacities allow it, they are entred upon 
Erasmus to which they are allou’d no English, hot are taught to translate it by 
the help of the Dictionar}’ and Accidence, which English translado of theirs is 
written down fair by each of them, after the recital of the lesson, and then 
brought to the Master for his obsenr^ation and correction both as to the Trans- 
ktio & orthography: This w'hen corrected is carefully reserved till frydaj, and 
then render’d into the Latin of the Author exactly instead of the old W’ay of 
Repitition,and in the afternoon of that day it is (a part of it) varied for them as to 
mood tense number &c and given them to translate into Latin, still keeping to 
the words of the Author, an Example of which you have in the paper marked 
on the backside A. These continue to read Aesops Fables with y® English trans- 
lation, the better to help them in the afores^ translate. They are also now initi- 
ated in the Latin grammar, and begin to give the iatin rules in Propr: As in 
pres: & Syntax in their parsing; and at the latter end of the year enter upon 
0\dd de Tristibus (which is recited by heart on the usual time of fryday after- 
noon) & upon translating English into Latin, out of Oarretson s Exercises. 

The fifth year they are entred upon TuUies Epistles (Still continuing the use 
of Erasmus in the morning & Ovid de Trist; afternoon) the Elegancies of which 
are remarkd and improv’d in the afternoon of the day they learn it, by translat- 
ing an English which contains the phrase somthing altered, and besides recited 
by heart on the repetition day. Ov: Metam: is learn’d by these at the latter end 
of the year, so also Prosodia Scanning turning & making of verses, & 2 days 
in the veeek they continue to turn Gar: Engl: Ex: into Latin, w the after- 
noons exerc: is ended, and turn a fable into verse a distich in a day.^^ 

^5 Latin Accidences by John Stanbridge, John Brinsley, Charles Hoole, and Ezekiel 
Ch^ver were published before 1712. Very likely, Williams used J short introduction 
to ike Latin tongue, for the use of the Icruoer forms in the Latin School. Being the Acci- 
dence abridged and compiled in that most easy and accurate method <wherein the famous 
Mr. E^cekiel Cheeper taught ^ and nx)Mck he found the most advantageous ^ seventy 
jears experience, Boston, 1709- 

Popular Nomenclators, at the time, were: Nomenclaiura brevis , . . London, 1674, 
and Nomenclaiura brevis reserata . . . London, 1676. 

Cato’s Precepts, and Sententiae Pueriles, translaied gramTmticoRy by John Brinsley, 
London, 1622; Catonis Disticha de Moribus . . .ly J. Hoole. Latin-English. London, 
1659, 1670, 1704. 

Many La tin and English editions of Corderius’ Colloquies and Aesop’s Fables had 
appeared before 1712, 

Erasmus’ CoUoquia famiUaria, de Copia Verhorum,2JihAdagia were all used, at this 
time, in grammar schools in England. The Colhqmafamiliaria appeared in an Eng- 
lish translation by “H. M.,” in London, 1671. A fly-leaf inscription, ‘‘J^^seph Sewail 
Ejus Liber 1 701,” on a copy of the Amsterdam 165S edition of the CoUoquta suggests 
that Joseph Sewall used the book while under Cheever’s tuition. 



Studies 71 

Tke sixtk year tliey are entred upon TulHes Offices & Luc: Flor: for the 
forenoon, continaing the use of CHdd’s Metam: in the afternoon, & at the end 
of the 1' ear they read Virgil: The Elegancies of Toll: Off: are improved in the 
afternoon as is afores^ of Toll: Epist*. 8 c withal given the master in writing 
when the lesson is recited, & so are the phrases they can discover in Luc: FI: 
All which that have been mett with in that w^eek are comprehended in a Dia- 
logue on Fryday forenoon, and after noon they tom a Fable into Lat: Verse. 
Every w'eek these make a Latin Epistle, the last quarter of the Year, wffien also 
they begin to learn Greek, & Rhetorick.^^ 

The seventh Y ear they read Toilie’s Orations Sc Justin for the Latin & Greek 
Testam^ Isocrates Orat: Homer 8 c Hesiod for the Greek in the forenoons & 
Virgil Horace Juvenal 8 c Persius afternoons, as to their Exercises after the after- 
noon lessons are ended they translate Mundays 8 c Tuesdays an Eng: Dialogue 
containing a Praxis upon the Phrases out of Godwin’s Roman Antiquities. 
Wensdays they compose a Praxis on the Elegancies 8 c Pithy sentences in their 
lesson in Horace in Lat: verse. On Repition days, bee: that work is easy, their 
time is improved in y® Forenoon in makeing Dialogues containing a Praxis upon 
a Particle out of Walker, in the afternoon in Turning a Psalm or something 
Divine into Latin verse. Every fortnight they compose a theme, & now & then 
turn a Theme into a Declamation, the last quarter of the year.^S 

This program must have been approved by the town, and it may have 

William Lily’s Propria quae maribus^ ^uae genus ^ As in praesenti^ Syntaxis, mihi 
construed was often lx)und with his Short Introduction of Grammar^ and Brtvisnma 
institutio, before 1712. John Clarke comments on this little text in his Esscy upon the 
Education ofTouth in Grammar Schools (London, 1720), 25-26. 

J. Garretson, English exercises for school-boys to translate into Latin, comprising all 
the rides of grammar, and other necessary observations j ascending gradually from die 
meanest to higher capacities, London, 1683, 1687, 1690, 1698. 

Cicero’s Epistolae, de Officiis, and Orationes; and Ovid’s de ‘Tiistibus and Meta- 
morphoses had also appeared in English translations before 1712. 

The Epitome rerum romanorum, by Lucins Amnaeus Florus, had been translated 
into English by ^‘E. M. B.” (Oxford, 1636), and John Davies (London, 1667). A 
well-known Latin edition was the Epitome in usum Delpkind. London, 1692. 

William Dugard, Rhetorices elementa quaestionibus et responsionibus explicata — 
7th ed., London, 1673. 

Justin’s Historia (an abridgment of Trogus Pompeius’ history of the world from 
Ninus, founder of the Assyrian empire, to the reign of Augustus) and the Safyrae 
of Persius had also appeared in English translations. 

Isocrates, Orationes. London, 1615, 1676. 

Thomas Godwin, Romanae historiae anthoU^me, An English exposition of the Ro- 
mane antiquities voherein many Romane and Englishe offices are parallelled and ctivers 
obscure phases explained, Oxford, 1613, 1614, 1623, 1625, 1633; London, 1658, 1668, 

1685, 1686, 1696. 

William Walker, Treatise on English particles, shevting muck of the variety of their 
signffications and uses in English: and hovo to render them into Latine according to the 
propriety and elegancy ofthatlanguc^e. With apraxis on the j^z^.London, 1655, 1663, 

1686. 
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k'fn in tht fii’Ilryji’ing Vi*ar^ fnr the Nr^rth Grammar 

khM>L 

III eymgT of E/ekke Cheever, Cotton Mather refers to the jears 
W'hcri he was >mr of Cheeverk papih.: 

A Tribe ef WcJ-iryniCted Yoiith 
lAlI 'ALai the-;' C'lfte to Lint, and Tcii with Trath, 

Aih the Eight parti cf Speech he taught to them 
Tht; now Emplov to Trumpet kis Esteem. 

We Learnt Pressodia^ but with that Design 
Our Alasten Name should in our Verses shine. 

Our Weeping Ovid bat instructed us 
To write open his Death, De Tristibiss. 

Tally we read, but still with this Intent, 

That in his praise we might be Eloquent. 

Our Stately Aurgil made us but Contrive 
A? cur Anchises to keep him Alive. 

And if we made a Theme, ’twas with Regret 
We might not on his IVortli show all onr Wit. 

Grammar he taught, which ’tw^ his work to do; 

But he would Hagar have hor place to know. 

He taught us Lilly, and he Gc^pel taught; 

And us poor Children to our Saviour brought, 
blaster of Sentences, he gave us more 
The [jiV] wc in our Sentendae had before. 

We L»niY Good Things in Tuili^ Offices; 

But we from him LeamY Better things than these. 

With Cato’s he to us the Higher ^ve. 

Lessons of Jesus, that our Soufe do save. 

W’e Constru’d Ovid’s Metamorphosis, 

But on ourselves charg’d, not a Change to missA^ 

All the^ are includoi in the account written in 1712 by Nathaniel 
WilMaim. Obviouslyy Mather had no intention of giving a complete 

list of his studies. 

John Barnard, ^)cakmg of his early years (1690-91) at the ^hen^i, 
says that Cheever “put our clas upon turning Ae»p’s Fables into Latin 

Cotton Matte, Corderms Jmerkmus — (teton, 1708), 26-29. Matte probably 
atten^d t!» school iroin 1669 to 1674, 



Grammar School from 1 766 to 1773, contains the following account: 

Enteral Loveff s school at seven years . . . We stndiai Latin from S o’clock 
dll 1 1 j and from i til dark — The coii23e of study was^ grammar; Esop, with 
1 translatioii; Clarke’s Introduction to writing Latin; Entropins, with, a trans- 

•® John Barnard’s antohiogiaphy, in Cdi. Hsit. Sor., 3rd Series, V, 178-80* 
Barnard was bom Xov. 6, 1681. “In the spring of my eighth year I sent to the 
Grammar-school * . . after a few weeks, an odd accident drove me from the school . . . 

E spent a year and a halF’ at a private school, “and again I was sent to my aged 
VIr. C!«ver” {ifeW, V, 178). 

A mani^aipt at the Mass- Hist. Soc. Another, with variant spelling, in titt library 
yf tlte Public Latin School. 

John Clarke, An mtmAuetim ts the moMn^ ofhaAn, comprising , - • £ 4 ? stAss^ce of 

sjfUax London, 1740. Many editions. 

Flarins Eutropius’ Historm had appeared in many Latin and English ailtions: 
ab Amm Fabri fUa , .,m $ssMm Delpkmi . . . Chrfbrd, i% 5 , 17035 

London, 1716; Msdrspii Mstmrmc rmwarme brmmrmm . . . WM. m EngBA irmshAm 
^ y. C. [John Clarfe], London, 17^2, 1728, 2744, 1750? *759- 
“Horace Belph’'* refers to tite wel-ksown Delphiii editions mch m tM (^cra — 
rum m^rp. et mMh P. RjodelSi, ad Mswn T^elpMm (London, 1690), or , . . emm 
firfij L. hesprm m mmm DdpMni (Lemdon, 1699, 1705, 1717)- 

Wiliam Eang, An Mskmc^ acemmt if the hestlmt mi herms^ neemmj /or &• 

^mderstasMimg f rfr erndmt . - - Ixjindon, 1710, 1715, 1722, 1727. 

Gradm ad Pmmassmm spm mzms symmpmmm^ epi^imuMt pkrasmm ^tkamm 
w ^sermm tMsemms . . - €^pMS ememk^simm . . . London, f%i, 1713, 1729, 1749- 
Ader, P., Gradm ad Parmassm . . . Londosx, 1694. 

® If IMbaire’'s list is mmifae;, Lovdl omlttecl 'Cato, pmerSes^ 'Ovid’s de 

Cicero’s ik C^w, Lnciw Whsm^ rtetewte, Juto, I«scrajie% IfaicKi, Jn- 
wnal, I%rsiii% Walker, and Gtxlwia. Ife addal EntiopitB, Cei^alj% C»ar*s £ 7 #w- 
Mwtorr, Tamcte, Be^Am Gmk, and tte Cm akf ad Pmmmsmm. 
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ktion; Corderius; Ovid’s Metamorphoses; Virgil’s Georgies; Aeneid; Caesar; 
Cicero. In the sixth year I began Greek, and for the first time attempted Eng- 
lish composition, by translating Caesar’s Commentaries. The master aHowed us 
to read poetical translations, such as Trappe’s and Dryden’s Virgil. I was half 
way through Virgil when I began Greek with Ward’s Greek Grammar. 

After Cheever’s Latin Accidence, we took Ward’s Lily’s Latin Grammar. 
After the Greek Grammar, we read the Greek Testament, and were allowed 
to use Beza’s Latin translation. Then came Homer’s Iliad, five or six books, 
using Clarke’s translation with notes, and this was all my Greek education at 
School. Then we took Horace, and composed Latin verses, using the Gradus 
ad Pamassum. 

I entered college at the age of fourteen years and three months, and was 
equal in Latin and Greek to the best in the senior class. Xenophon and Sallust 
were the only books used in college that I had not studied.^3 

The tale is continued by Harrison Gray Otis, who tells of the texts used 
during the years 1773-1775* 

Gentlemen, — I send you as requested some reminiscences connected with 
the old Latin School in Boston. I was a pupil— first of Master Lovell, after- 
wards of Master Hunt. I perfectly remember the day I entered the School, 
July, 1773, being then seven years and nine months old. Immediately after the 
end of Commencement week, I repaired according to the rule prescribed for 
candidates for admission to the lowest form, to old master Lovell’s house, situ- 
ated in School Street, nearly opposite the site of the old School house. I was 
early on the ground, anticipated only by Mr. John Hubbard who lived near — 
it being understood that the boys were to take their places on the form in the 
same routine that they presented themselves at the house. The probationary ex- 
ercise was reading a few verses in the Bible. Having passed muster in this, I was 
admitted as second boy in the lowest form. 

I attended school from that time until April, 177 5 (the day of the Lexington 
battle), being then on the second form. The school was divided into seven 
classes. A separate bench or form was allotted to each, besides a skipping form, 
appropriated for the few boys who were intended to be pushed forward a year 

23 Fowle, W. B-, “Schools of the olden time in Boston,” in TAe Common School Jour- 
nal, XII (Boston, 1850), 311--12. Fowle had Homer s copy of the manuscript cata- 
logue of students (1734-1774), prepared by James Lovell, which is now in the library 
of the Public Latin School. 

Joseph Trapp, "The Aeneis of Virgil, translated into English Hjerse. 2 vols. London, 
1718-20J and later. 

John Dryden, The works of Virgil Translated into English ^erse. London, 1697} 

and later. 

William Cambden, Institutio Graece grammatices compendiaria . . . Edited by John 
Ward. London, 1754,* and later. 

Theodore de B^ze, No%>um Testamentum . . . Geneva, 1565; and later. 

Samuel Clarke, Homeri Ilias. Graece et Latine . . . London, 1729; and later. 
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in advance. The books studied the first year were Cheever’s Accidence, a small 
Nomenclature, and Corderius’ Colloquies. The second year, Aesop’s Fables, 
and towards the close of it, Eutropius and Ward’s Lily’s Grammar. The third 
year Eutropius and Grammar continued, and a book commenced called Clark’s 
Introduction. In the fourth year, the fourth form, as well as the fifth form and 
sixth, being furnished with desks, commenced “making Latin,” as the phrase 
was, and to the books used by the third form Caesar’s Commentaries were added. 
After this were read in succession by the three upper classes, TuUy’s Orations, 
the first books of the Aeneid, and the highest classes dipped into Xenophon and 
Homer. 

School opened at 7 in the summer and 8 in the winter, a.m., and at i p.m. 
throughout the year. It was ended at 1 1 a.m. and 5 p.m., at which hours the 
greater part went to the writing-school for an hour at a time — but a portion 
remained and took lessons in writing of “Master James,” son of the Preceptor, 
and some young girls then came into the school.^^ 

Together, the two lists for the period 1766-1775 agree substantially 
with Dolbeare’s. Castalio, Garretson’s Exercises^ Terence, and King’s 
Heathen Gods appear to have been discarded. The larger number of 
omissions in Otis’s account may not be significant. Allowances should 
be made for recollections written in later life.^s The fact that Jonathan 
Homer did not read Xenophon suggests that it was elective. 

The ‘‘Books to be used in the respective Classes,” according to a town 
committee vote of December i, 1 789, included all those listed hy Dol- 
beare, with the exception of the Latin Testament and Terence, and 
the addition of the “Selectae e Veteri Testamento Historiae” and “Tul- 
lies Offices.”^^ At this time, the Grammar School was “divided into 
four Classes.” 

The old seven-year program, begun at the age of seven, was very 
similar, and in no respect inferior, to the course ofiFered at the best gram- 

24 Jenks, op, cit, “Hist, Sketch,” 35-36. The school year was twelve months, as at 
the writing schools. 

William Lily, A short introduction of grammar generally to be used . . . ist ed., Lon- 
don, 1574- Edited by J. Ward, London, 1732. 

“Memoranda from an interleaved almanac for the year 1773, in the handwriting 
of J. Green,” in Jenks, op, cit., “Catalogue,” 100, n. i: “July 26th. I enter’d at Latin 
School and began ye accidence . . . Sept. 6. We began Nomenclator. 20th. Began in 
Corderius.” 

25 Otis wrote the letter December 17, 1844, seventy-one years after he entered the 
school. 

26 The System of Public Educcction Adopted by the Town of Boston, i^th Octob. 1789 
(Boston, 1789. Copy in H. C. L.), 3. The omission of a “Dictionary” and a “Greek 
Lexicon” (by Homer and Otis, and in the list of 1789) is not significant. Every pupil 
owned these books. 
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mar schools in England during the seventeenth and eighteenth centu- 
ries. It was designed to give the pupils a mastery of the Latin and Greek 
languages, and an acquaintance with some of the best authors in those 
tongues. 

If Cotton Mather had had his way, the purposes of the writing and 
grammar schools would have been somewhat different. ‘‘Is there no 
Possibility for me to gett the Prosecutions and Operations of Piety into 
the Schools; that the Education there, may not only have Piety inter- 
mixed with it, but become the principall Intention of it? This would I 
make a Point of much Consideration, and be restless till I see a good 
Progress made in the Design.”^? As a matter of fact, the religious ele- 
ment played a relatively small part in the programs of instruction. 

The purposesof the public schools of colonial Boston were adequately 
expressed in the report of a town committee, April 5, 1 784 : “they can- 
not on this Occasion, avoid expressing a Veneration for our Ancistors 
for their Wisdom, Piety and early Care in providing for the Instruction 
of Children, not only in Reading, Writing and Arithmetick which are 
Necessary to qualify them for common and ordinary Employments, but 
also in establishing Grammar Schools in which such of them as may be 
inclined may have the oppertunity of being initiated into a further De- 
gree of Education, whereby they may be rendered more eminently use- 
ful to the Community as they successively enter upon the Stage of 
Life .’’28 


27 The Diary of Cotton Mather, entry of March, 1715/16, in Coll. Mass. Hist. Soc., 
7th Series, VIII, 341. See also ibid, 216, 226, 337, 345, 365, 451, 453. 

B. R., XXXI, 16. The grammar schools of Boston were not established or main- 
tained as preparatory schools for Harvard College. 
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APPENDIX A 
SALARIES 


MASTERS 



Robert 

N.G.S. 

s,w,s. 

N.W.S. 

fF.S.Q.St. 


Woodmansey 





1650 

£so 

E2xkiel 

Cbeever 





1671 

£60 




John 






Cole 

1684 





£3° 

1693 

^60 




1697 




Richard 

Henchman 

£\° 

1701 




£^o 

X40 

1702 




£io 

£40 

1703 





Nathaniel 

Williams 

1710 

jCioO 

John 

Barnard 




1713 


£60 



Jacob 

Sheafe 

1714 


£80 


£60 

£70 

1715 


£80 


£60 

£70 

1716 


2^0 




1718 

Ds° 

Pdeg 


Jeremiah 

£xoo 



Wiswall 


Condy 


1719 


£100 

Ames 

Angier 

£100 


1720 



Doo 



1723 

Z150 





1724 


£13° 




1726 


£x6o 

Peter 






Blin 



1727 



£100 



1729 


£200 

2x20 
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S.G.S. 

N'.G.S. 


N.fF.S. 






John 

Proctor 



1731 




£100 



1732 




£160 







Samuel 

Holyoke 


1733 

John 

Lovell 



L190 


£x20 

1734 

£150 



L240 


LI50 

1735 





1736 

£210 






1737 


£280 




£200 

1738 

£250 



L280 


1741 



Zachariah 

L280 






Hicks 




1742 

£30° 


£200 

Abiah 

Zachariah 






Holbrook 

Hicks 



1743 

£35° 

£33° 

£200 

£280 



1745 



L300 




1746 

£4.00 






1747 



L380 

L380 



1748 

£600 

0\ 

0 

0 

£600 

£600 



1749 

£600 



£xoo 


£80 

1750 

£120 

£i2o 

£100 


1751 

£120 

£t2o 

£100 

£100 


£80 

1752 

£120 

£120 

£100 

£100 

Samuel 

£80 






Holbrook 

1753 

£120 

£I 20 

£100 

£zoo 

L60 

£80 






John 

Proctor, J 

r. 

1754 

£120 

Li 20 

£100 

£100 

£7° 

L80 

1755 

£120 

£120 

£100 

£100 

£So 

L80 

1756 

£120 

£i2o 

£100 

£xoq 

£80 

L80 

1757 

£120 

£120 

£xoo 

£xoo 

L80 

L80 

1758 

£120 

£80 

£100 

£xoo 

L80 

L80 

1759 

£120 

£60 

£100 

£xoo 

L80 

L80 

1760 

£120 

£60 

£100 

Lioo 

L80 

L80 





John 







Tileston 



1761 

£120 

£80 

£100 

Lioo 

L80 

£80 

1762 

£100 

£80 

£100 

Lioo 

LlOO 

£80 

1763 

£120 

£100 

£100 

Lioo 

LlOO 

£80 

1764 

£120 

£100 

£100 

Lioo 

LlOO 

£80 
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S.G.S. 

N.G.S. 

S.W.S. 

N.fV.S. 

mS,Q.SL 

1765 

lino 

£100 

£100 

£100 

£100 

£80 

1766 

£120 

£100 

Samuel 

Hunt 

£100 

£roo 

£100 

£80 

1767 

£120 

£100 

£100 

£100 

£100 

00 

0 

1768 

£120 

£100 

£100 

Samuel 

Holbrook 

£100 

£100 


1769 

£120 

;^I00 

^100 

^100 

£100 


1770 

£120 

^100 

£100 

^100 

£100 


1771 

£120 

£120 

£100 

£100 

£100 


1772 

£120 

£100 

£100 

£100 

£100 


1773 

£120 

£120 

£100 

£100 

£100 

James 

Carter 


1774 

£120 

£120 

£100 

£100 

£100 





USHERS 



S.G.S. 

N.G.S. 

S.JV.S. 

N.W,S. 

W.S 


Daniel 

Henchman 


1666 

Ezekiel 

Lewis 


1699 



1701 

as 


1702 

as , 

Nathaniel 

Williams 


1703 

£80 


1704 

£80 


1705 

£80 


1706 

£80 

Ebenezer 

Thayer 


1710 

ao , 

Benjamin 

Gibson 


1720 

Joseph 

Green 


1722 

£50 

Zachariah 

Hicks 

1733 


£100 
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S.GM, 

Nathaniel 

KG.S, 

s,w.s. 

N.W.S. w. 


Oliver 




1734 

X80 

Samuel 

Gibson 




1735 

£100 



£\20 

1737 

;£i25 

Jonathan 


XI50 



Helyer 



1738 


£9° 



1741 



Abiah 

Holbrook 

£\8o 

1742 



£180 

£200 




John 

Proctor, Jr. 


1743 

£.^S° 



^120 

1745 




£n° 

1746 

0 

0 



£soo 

1748 

Robert T. 


Samuel 



Paine 


Holbrook 


1750 

Nathaniel 

Gardner 


^50 

£s° 

1751 

£so 


£5° 


1752 

£so 


£s° 

£so 

1753 

£s° 



John 

Tileston 

1754 

£50 



;^34 

1755 

£60 




1756 

£60 




1757 

£60 

Ephraim 

John 

£s° 



Langdon 

Vinal 


1758 


£60 

£50 

£5° 

1759 

£60 

Z60 

£50 

£s° 


James 

Lovell 




1760 

^60 

£60 

£50 

£s° 

ij6i 

^60 

£60 

;^ 5 o 


1762 

£(>0 

£60 

£s° 


1763 

£60 

£60 

£s° 


1764 

£60 

£60 

£so 
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S.G.S. 

N,G.S. 

Andrew 

S.W.S. 

N . W . S . 

WS , Q . St . 



Elioi 




1765 

£60 

£60 






Josiah 


James 




Langdon 


Carter 


1766 

£60 

7^60 


£s° 


1767 

£60 



£s° 

WilUam 

James 





DaU 

Carter 

1768 

£60 




^50 

1769 

£60 




£50 

1770 

£60 




£50 

1771 

£60 




£so 

1772 

£60 




£50 

1773 

£60 


Andrew 


£50 

Abiah 




Cunningham 


Holbrook 

1774 

£60 


;^34 


£50 


The foregoing tables present the salaries which appear in the town records, 
exclusive of special or temporary allowances and grants made by the town. 
It will be noted that salary payments were made in old tenor during the 
years 1742—1749, a period of currency depreciation. The sources, listed under 
schools, are attached in chronological order to the names of the masters and 
ushers. 

South Grammar School 

John Woodbridge, B. R,, II, 82 (Dec. 2, 1644): ‘‘Its ordered that the Con- 
stables shall pay unto Deacon Eliot for the use of m’^ Woodbridge eight 
pounds due to him for keeping the Schoole the Last yeare.” The constables 
were also collectors of taxes, rents, and fines. Obviously, was not Wood- 
bridge’s total salary. Deacon Jacob Eliot was one of the selectmen. 

Robert Woodmansey. B. R., II, 99 (Mar. ii, 1649/50). 

Daniel Henchman, B. R., VII, 30 (Mar. 26, 1666). 

Ezekiel Cheever. B. R., VII, 57 (Jan. 6, 1670/71), 215 (May 29, 1693); XI, 
32 (Apr. 26, 1703)* 

Ezekiel Lewis, B. R., VII, 238 (Aug. 28, 1699); VIII, 7 (May 12, 1701); 
XI, 17 (Mar. 2, 1701/2), 27 (Aug. 31, 1702). 

Nathaniel Williams. B. R., VIII, 29 (June 25, 1703); XI, 39 (July 1 1, 1704); 
VIII, 34 (Mar. 12, 1704/5% 37 (Mar. ii, 1705/6), 65 (Mar. 13,1709/10), 
133 (June 23, 1718), 139 (Apr. 29, 1719), 147 (Sept. 28, 1720), 170 
(Mar. II, 1722/23). I have included the temporary additions to Williams’s 
salary, because they were continued from year to year, and were finally made 
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permanent. See Samuel Sewall’s letter to Increase Mather, Apr. 25, 1710, 
in Coil. Mass. Hist. Soc., 6th Series, I, 391-93* 

Ebenexer Thayer. B. R., VIII, 66 (Mar. 13, 1709/10). 

Benjamin Gibson. B. R., VIII, 152-53 (Mar- 14, 1720/21). 

Joseph Green. B. R., XIII, 100 (July 14, 1722). 

Nathaniel Oliver. B. R., XIII, 248 (Jan. 9, 1733 / 34 )- 
John Lovell. B. R., XII, 86 (May 21, 1734), 138 (Apr. 2 8, 1 7 3 6), 1 8 9 ( Mar . 1 4, 
299 (May II, 1742); XIV, 18 (May 4, 1743), 93 (May 14, 
1746), 134 (Mar. 15, 1747/48), 177-78 (May 15, 1750), 199 (May 14, 
1751), 212 (Mar. 10, 1751/52), 242 (May 28, 1753), 259 (May 1 5 , 1754 ), 
274 (May 16, 1755), 290 (May II, I 75 <^), 3^7 (May 10, 1757); XVI, ii 
(May 16, 1758), 24 (May 15, 1759), 42 (May 16, 1760), 58 (May 12, 

1761) , 75 (May II, 1762), 94 (May 10, 1763), 115 (May 15, 1764), 145 
(May 14, 1765), 185 (May 26, 1766), 213 (May 8, 1767), 246 (May 4, 
1768), 283 (May 5, 1769); XVIII, 23 (May 8, 1770), 57 (May 27, 1771), 
81 (May 20, 1772), 139-40 (May 14, 1773), 180 (July 19, 1774). Shared 
^13/6/8 with James Lovell, May 8, 1767, for instructing North Grammar 
School pupils, “for about Six Weeks” after the resignation of Peleg WiswaH. 

Samue/ Gibson. B.R.y XU, loi (Mar. ii, 1734/35), 154 (Mar. 14, 1736/37); 
XIV, 18 (May 4, 1743), 86 (Mar. ii, 1745/46), 174 (Mar. 12, 1749/50): 
Xioo old tenor “in full for past Services.” 

Bobert Treat Paine. B. R., XIV, 178 (May 15, 1750). 

Nathaniel Gardner.B.R., XIV , (May 14, 1751), 213 (Mar. 10, 1751/52), 
243 (May 28, 1753), 259 (May 15, 1754), 275 (May 16, 1755), 290-91 
(May II, 1756), 307 (May lo, 1757); XVI, 12 (May 16, 1758), 24 
(May 15, 1759). 

James Lovell. B. R., XVI, 43 (May 16, 1760), 59 (May 1 2, 1761), 7 5 (May i r, 

1762) , 94 (May 10, 1763), ri6 (May 15, 1764), 126 (Aug. 16, 1764): 
voted ;£’5 o “as a Gratuity for his services,” 146 (May 14, 1765): “Voted . . . 
a further Sum of Forty Pounds ... as an encouragement,” which was added 
every year until 1774. B. R., XIV, 185 (May 26, 1766), 213 (May 8, 
1767), 247 (May 4, 1768), 283 (May 5, 1769); XVIII, 23 (May 8, 1770), 
58 (May 27, 1771), 81 (May 20, 1772), 140 (May 14, 1773), 180 (July 19 
1774). As indicated above, he shared ^Ci 3/6/8 with John Lovell, May 8, 
1767. 

North Grammar School 

Recompense Wadsworth. B. R., XI, 178 (Feb. 16, 1712/13); VIII, 93 (Mar. 9, 
1712/13); XI, 181 (Mar. 30, 1713). Wadsworth’s name does not appear 
in the table because he died within three months after his appointment. His 
salary would have been JJoo. 
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John Barnard. XI, 192 (Aug. 18, 17I3);VIII, loi (Mar. 16, 1713/14), 
no (Mar, 14, 1714/15), 119 (Mar. 12, 1715/16)- 

Peleg WiswalL B. R., VIII, 136 (Mar. 10, 1718/19): “Voted, a grant of one 
hundred pounds for one year who Shall be Settled in and perform the Serv- 
ice of School master” at the North Grammar School. Wiswail was ap- 
pointed, Apr. 29, 1719 (B. R., VIII, 139). B. R., VIII, 183 (Mar. 9, 
1723/24), 196 (Mar. 15, 1725/26); XII, 7 (May 6, 1729), 167 (May 3, 
1737); XIV, 8 (Mar. 16, 1742/43), 18 (Mar. 4, 1743), I34“3S (Mar. 15, 
I 747 / 48 )» 178 (May 15, 199 (May 15, 1751), 212 (Mar. 10, 

1751/52), 242 (May 28, 1753), 259 (May 15, 1754), 274 (May 16, 1755), 
290 (May II, 1756), 307 (May 10, 1757); XVI, ii (May 16, 1758), 24 
(May 15, 1759X 42 , 43 (May 13, 1760), 58 (May 12, 1761), 75 (May 1 1, 

1762) , 94 (May 10, 1763), 1 15 (May 15, 1764), 145 (May 14, 1765), 185 
(May 26, 1766). On May 6, 1729, Wiswail was allowed £j[.o for an usher. 
He received grants of ^loo. Mar. r6, 1742/43; Mar. 15, 1747/48; 
and ,^20, May 13, 1760. 

Jonathan He Iyer. B. R., XV, 133 (Sept. 7, 1738). 

Samuel White. B. R., XV, 324 (Jan. 20, 1741/42): probable salary 
which had been granted to his predecessor. B. R.,XIV, 8 (Mar. 16, 1742/43): 
;^40 old tenor “Added to his Salary.” 

Ephraim Langdon. B. R., XIX, 1 00 (Dec. 1 8, 1 7 5 8); XVI, 2 5 (May 15,1759), 
43 (May 16, 1760), 59 (May 12, 1761), 75 (May ii, 1762), 94 (May 10, 

1763) , ii6(May 15, 1764), 146 (May 14, 1765). 

Andrew Eliot ^ Jr. B. R., XX, 127 (Jan. ii, 1765). 

Josiah Langdon. B. R., XVI, 185 (May 26, 1766). 

Samuel Hunt. B. R., XVI, 213 (May 8, 1767), 246 (May 4, 1768), 282-83 
(May 5, 1769); XVIIl, 57 (May 27, 1771), 81 (May 20, 1772), 140 
(May 14, 1773), (July 19, 1774). Granted ^^30, Mar, 5, 1774, “to 
enable him to provide a House for himself the present Year” (B. R., XVIII, 
IS9)- 


South Writing School 

Ames Angier. B. R., VIII, 143 (Mar. 1 5, 1719/20). Very likely, his successor, 
Jacob Sheafe, received the same salary. 

Peter Biin. B. R., VIII, 21 1 (May 8, 1727); XII, 4 (Mar. 10, 1728/29), 

Samuel Allen. B. R., XII, 250 (Mar. 1 1, 1739/40): “Voted, That the Sum of 
Thirty Pounds p Annum, be — Added to Mr. Samuel Allen’s Salary.” 
Total salary not indicated. 

Zachariah Hicks. B. R., XII, 297 (May ii, 1742). 

AhiahHolbrook.^.V^.iKIV,iZ (May 4, 1743), 65 (Mar.2 5,i745),i78 (Mayi 5, 
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1750), 199 (May 14, 1751), 212 (Mar. 9, 1751/52), 243 (May 28, 1753), 
259, 260 (May 1 5, 1754), 274 (May 16, 1755)^ 290 (May 1 1, 17 307 
(May 10, X757); XVI, 11-12 (May r6, 17$^), 24 (May 15, I759)» 42 
(May 16, 1760), 58“59(May 12, i76i),75 (May ii, 1762), 94 (May 10, 
1763), 116 (May 15, 1764), 146 (May 14, 1765), 185, 186 (May 26, 
1766), 213 (May 8, 1767), 246, 247 (May 4, 1768). Holbrook was 
granted ^34 for an usher. May 1 5, 1754, and May 14, 1765; ^£40, May 26, 
1766; May 8, 1767, and May 4, 1768. 

Samuel Holbrook. B.R,,XIV, 179 (May 15, 1750), 199 (May 14, 1751), 213 
(Mar. 9, 175T/52); XVI, 283 (May 5, 1769); XVIII, 23 (May 8, 1770), 
57 (May 27, 1771), 81 (May 20, 1772), 14-^ (May 14, 1773), 180, 181 
(July 19, 1774). He was allowed ,^34 for an usher, July 19, 1774. 

JohnVinal. B. R., XVI, 12 (May 16, 1758), 25 (May 1 5, 1759), 43 (May 16, 
1760), 59 (May 12, 1761), 75 (May ii, 1762), 94 (May 10, 1763), 116 
(May 15, 1764). Voted a grant of ,^30, May r i, 1762. 

Andrew Cunningham. B. R., XXIII, 213 (Mar. 16, 1774). 


North Writing School 

Richard Henchman. B. R., XI, 4 (Apr. 28, 1701), 10 (Nov. 24, 1701), 17 
(Mar. 6, 1701/2), 22 (May 25, 1702); VIII, 104 (May 14, 1714), no 
(Mar, 14, 1714/15)- 

Jeremiah Condy, B. R., VIII, 139 (Apr. 29, 1719). 

John Proctor. B. R., XII, 27 (Mar. 13, 1731/32), 48 (May 28, 1733), ^^9 
(May 7, 1735), 201 (May 17, 1738), 279 (May 8, 1741). Although his 
salary, on appointment, does not appear in the records, it is easily deter- 
mined that he was granted £,100 bX that time. Additions of £60y £'^0, £^o, 
and ,^40 make the salary £2^0, which is mentioned in the record of May 8, 
1741. 

Zachariah Hicks. 4.0 (Mar. 13, 'i732l‘^'£)y loi (Mar. ii, i734/35)» 
170 (Maj 4, 1737), 279 (Ma7 8, 1741); XIV, 4 (Mar. 15, 1742/43). 
115-16 (May 12, 1747), 149-50 (May 10, 1748), 178 (May 15, 1750), 
199 (May 14, 1751), 213 (Mar. 10, 175V52). 243 (May 15, 1753), 259 
(May 15, 1754). 274 (May 16, 1755), 290 (May ii, 1756), 307 (May 10, 
1757); XVI, 12 (May 16, 1758), 24 (May 24, 1759), 4^ (May r6, X760). 

Abidh Holbrook. B. R., XV, 351 (July 19, 1742). 

John Proctor, Jr. ' 2 >. R.,XVII,45 (Dec. 26,1743); XIV,65 (Mar. 25, 1745), 
150 (May 10, 1748), 179 (May 15, 175°). 213 (Mar. 10, 1751/52), 259 
(May 15, 1754). 

John Tileston. B. R., XIV, 298 (Mar. 15, 1757); XVI, 12 (May 16, 1758), 
25 (May 15, 1759), 43 (May 16, 1760), 59 (May 12,1761), 75 (May ir. 
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1762), 94 (May 10, 1763), 1 16 (May 15, 1764), 146 (May 14, 1765), 
185 (May 26, 1766), 213 (May 8, 1767), 247 (May 4, 1768), 283, 284 
(May 5, 1769); XVIII, 23, 24 (May 8, 1770), 57, 58 (May 27, 1771), 81, 
82 (May 20, 1772), 140 (May 14, 1773), 1^0 ^774)* Tiieston 

was “Voted . . . the Sum of Tliirty four Pounds . . . for providing an Assist- 
ant/’ 1761-65, 1769-73. 

James Carter. B. R., XVI, 185 (May 26, 1766), 213 (May 8, ijSj). 

William Dali. B. R., XVIII, r8i Quly 19, 1774). 


The Writing School in Queen Street 

John Cole. B. R., VII, 17 1 (Nov. 24, 1684), 227 (Mar. 22, i 6 g 6 jgj); XI, 3 
(Apr. 28, 1701), 7 (July 28, 1701), 9 (Oct. 27, 1701), 15 (Jan. 26, 1701/2), 
21 (Apr. 27, 1702), 25 (July 27, 1702). 

Jacob Sheaf e. B. R., VIII, loi (Mar. .16, 1713/14), no (Mar. 14, 1714/15), 
131 (Mar. II, 1717/18). 

Edward Mills. B. R., XII, 7 (May 6, 1729): “Voted . . . an Addition of Twenty 
Pounds.” His salary was at least £100, the sum received by his predecessor 
in 1718. 

Samuel Holyoke. (Mar. 12, 1732/33), loi (Mar. ii, 1734/35), 
202 (May 17, 1738); XIV, 178 (May 15, 1750), 199 (May 14, 1751), 212 
(Mar. 10, 1751/52), 259 (May 15, i754)> 274 (May 16, 1755), 290 
(May II, 1756), 307 (May 10, 1757); XVI, 12 (May 16, 1758), 24 
(May 15, i 759)» 43 (May 16, 1760), 59 (May 12, 1761), 75 (May ii, 
1762), 94 (May 10, 1763), 1 15 (May 15, 1764), 145 (May 14, 1765)', 
185 (May 26, 1766), 213 (May 8, 1767). 

Samuel Holbrook. B. R., XVII, 299 (Aug. i, 1753): “to be allowed Sixty 
Pounds p. annum, and also allowed to improve the School for his own ad- 
vantage out of School hours, and to be entitled to the Perquisites of the 
School (the Fire money excepted).” The fire money belonged to Samuel 
Holyoke, the other master of the school. B. R., XIV, 259 (May 1 5, 1754): 
£]o. Resigned before Aug. 9, 1754. 

John Proctor, Jr. B. R., XIX, 12 (Aug. 9, 1754): “to be paid at the rate of 
Seventy Pounds lawful money p. annum, to be entitled to one half the Per- 
quisites of the School (the Fire Money excepted) and also to have the im- 
provement of the School out of School-hours.” The fire money and the other 
half of the perquisites belonged to Samuel Holyoke. B. R., XIV, 275 
(May 16, 1755), 291 (May ii, i 7 S^)y 3^7 (May 10, 1757); XVI, 12 
(May 16, 1758), 24 (May 15, 1759% 43 (May 16, 1760), 59 (May 12, 
1761), 75 (May II, 1762), 94 (May 10, 1763), 115 (May 15, 1764), 
145-46 (May 14, 1765), 185 (May 26, 1766), 213 (May 8, 1767), 246 
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(May 4, 1768), 283 (May 5, 1769); XVIII, 23 (May 8, 1770), 57 (May 27, 
1771), 81 (May 20, 1772), 140. (May 14, 1773 )* 

James Carter. B. R., XVI, 247 (May 4, 1768), 283 (May 5, 1769); XVIII, 
24 (May 8, 1770), 58 (May 27, 1771), 82 (May 20, 1772), i4o(May 14, 
1773), 180 (July 19, 1774). In every year from 1768 to 1773, he was 
“Voted ... a further Sum of Twenty five Pounds ... as an encourage- 
ment.” 

Abiah Holbrook. B. R., XVIII, 1 80 (July 19, 1774). 



APPENDIX B 

Ezekiel Cheever’s Dwelling 

Agreement made between the Select men 
and Caf-. John Barnet vizK 

That the Said Barnet Shall Erect a House on the Land where Ezekiell Che- 
ver Lately dwelt of forty foot long, Twenty foot wide and Twenty foot Stud 
wth four foot rise in the Roof, to make a Cellar floor under one halfe of S*^ house 
and to build a Kitchin of Sixteen foot in Length & twelve foot in bredth with 
a Chamber therein, and to Lay the floors flush through out the main house and 
to make three paire of Stayers in y® house & one paire in the Kitchin and to 
Inclose S^ house Sc to do and compleat ad carpenters worke and to finde all 
timber boards, Clapboards, nayles, glass and Glaziers worke Sc Iron worke, and 
to make one Cellar door and to finde one Lock for the Outer door of Said 
House, And also to make the Case"^^® for house, and perform S*^ worke and 
to finish building by the first day of August next. 

In consideration whereof the Select men do agree that the S*^ Cap^ Barnet 
Shall have the Old Timb^, boards, Iron work Sc glass of the Old house now 
Standing on S'^ Land and to pay unto him the Sum of One hundred and thirty 
pounds money that is to say forty pounds dovm in hand Sc the rest as the worke 
goes on A 

Agreement made between the Select men 
and M^. John Goodwin vizK 

That the Said John Goodwin agrees to do and perform the masons worke of 
the house now to be built on the Land where m’^. Ezekiell Chever Lately dwelt- 
S*^. house to be of the dementions agreed for w^^ Cap^. John Barnerd. The 
Goodwin to digg and Stone a Celler under the Largest end of S*^ House, to 
under pin the whole house Sc Kitchen. Cellar to be Six foot Sc four Inches 
deep under the Cell, the wall to be Laid with Lime and Sand Morter, to turn 
an Arch in Celler and to build a good Stack of brick Chimneys, w^^ three 
Lower room Chimnyes two Chamber Chimnyes and one garret Chimney, to 
fill Lath and plaster all the walls under the plate of Said house and Kitchen, to 
Ceile two floors through out the House and plaster the Gable ends and un- 
der the Staires within Sight, and to plaster the Clossets and all the brickworke 
as high up as the Garret, to lay the Hearth of the Chimnyes with two rows of 
Tile in the Lower rooms and Chambers, and to plaster the Coveing, and to 
point the garret and Purge the Chimnyes with good Lime morter; and at the 
Said Goodwins Charge to finde all Stones, brick, Lime, Sand, Lath, Haire, 
nayles and other materialls for the Said worke, and to Compleat Sc finish the 
Same by the first day of August next. 

In consideration whereof the Select men Shall pay unto the S^ John Good- 

R., XI, II (Nov. 24, 1701). 
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win the sum of Ninety pounds money, with the free Liberty of his useing all 
the Stones and Brick of the Old house now there Standing for his own use, and 
to have forthwith an order for Twenty pounds in part of paym^®.^ 

Ordered that Cap^ John Barnerd do provide a Raysing Dinner for the Raysing 
the Schoolmasters House at the Charge of the Town not exceeding the Sum 
of Three pounds.^ 

Ordered that Cap^. John Barnerd have a noat for three pounds expended by 
him for a dinner at Raysing the Schoolmasters House.^ 


2 B. R., XI, II-I2 (Nov. 24, 1701), 

3 B. R., XI, 23 (June 3, 1702). 

4 B. R., XI, 24 (June 29, 1702). 



APPENDIX C 


At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 24^. 1761. 

Present 

Thomas Cushing Esq. 

Samuel Hewes Esq. 

Benjamin Austin Esq. 

M^. Samuel Sewall 
M^. Ezekiel Lewis 

Voted, that the Selectmen visit the Publick Schools in this Town, on Wednes- 
day the first Day of July next, and that the following Gentlemen be desired to 
accompany them therein, Viz^ 

His Excellency the Governor 
His Honor the Lieu^. Governor 
The Hon^^®. John Osborne Esq’^. 

The Hon^^®. Jacob Wendell Esq’^. 

The Hon^^®. Samuel Wells Esq"^. 

The Hon^^®. Andrew Oliver Esq^. 

The Hon^^®. John Erving Esq^. 

The Hon^^®. James Bowdoin Esq^ 

The Hon^^®. Thomas Hubbard Esq^. 

The Hon^^®. Thomas Hancock Esq^. 

M^. Speaker Otis 
M*". Treasurer Gray 
Sheriff Greenleaf 

The Gentlemen the Representatives 
of Boston 

The Rev^. Joseph Sewall D.D. 

The Rev^. Charles Chancey D.D. 

The Rev^. m*". Pemberton 
The Rev^^. Andrew Eliot 
The Rev^. Samuel Cooper 
The Rev'^. Samuel Chickley 
The Rev*^. Alexander Cummings 
Richard Dana Esq^. 

Thomas Barker Esq^. (Stranger) 

John Ruddock Esq^. 

Joshua Henshaw Esq’^, 

Joseph Jackson Esq*". 

Ezekh Goldthwait Esq. 

Andrew Oliver Esq. 

Samuel Wentworth Esq. 
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Cap^ William Taylor 

Nathaniel Bethune Esq. 

Joshua Winslow Esq. 

Rev"^. m’*. Hooper 
William Winter 
Sprague 

M^. Oxenbridge Thacher 
John Avery 
John Box 

M^. James Perkins 
Treasurer Jeffries 

Belcher Noyes Esq. 

Benjamin Pratt Esq. 

Cap^ Benjamin Hammatt 
Alexander Hill 

The Gentlemen Overseers of the Poor. 

Ordered that Williston give seasonable notice to the several Gentlemen of 
this Appointment, and that they are desired to meet at the Town House at 
Nine Clock in the morning of said Day, and that he acquaint the several School 
masters therewith. 

Voted^ That there be a Dinner provided for the above Gentlemen on the Day 
for visiting the Schools.^ 


^B. R., XIX, 152-53. Seven selectmen, four representatives to the General Court, 
and twelve overseers of the poor were included among the sixty-six visitors. 



APPENDIX D 

Sources for Enrollment Statistics 

1738. B. R., XII, 213 (Mar. 19, 1738/39): visitation of June 26, 1738. B. R., 
XV, 133 (Sept. 5, 1738): Peleg Wiswall asks for an usher at the North 
Grammar School, because “the number of Scholars are lately increased.” 
On May 6, 1729, Wiswall had been allowed ,^40 for an usher, because 
the school was “much Increased in the Number of SchoUers” (B. R., 
XII, 7). See also B. R., XII, 193 (May 10, 1738). 

1739. (Mar. ii, 1739/40): visitation of June 25, 1739. 

1740. B. R., XII, 265 (Mar. lo, 1740/41); XV, 246 (June 25, 1740): visit- 
ation of June 23, 1740. 

1741. B. R., XII, 292 (Mar. 9, 1741/42); XV, 299 (June 24, 1741): visit- 
ation of June 17, 1741. B. R., XII, 279 (May 8, 1741): “the North 
Writing School . . . consists of about Two Hundred and Eighty Schol- 
ars.” 

1742. B. R., XIV, 9--10 (Mar. 16, 1742/43); XV, 348-49 (June 24, 1742): 
visitation of June 23, 1742. 

1743. B. R., XIV, 34 (Mar. 14, 1743/44): visitation of June 22, 1743. 

XVII, 19 (June 8, 1743): “Mr. Hicks informs that he has under his 
Instruction at the North Writing School One Hundred & Sixty Schol- 
ars.” B. R., XVII, 22-23 (July 13, 1743): at the “South Writing School 
. . . One Hundred & Fifty Constant Scholars.” 

1744. B- R., XVII, 72-73 (June 25, 1744): visitation of June 22, 1744. B. R., 
XIV, 51 (May 9, 1744): the town voted to enlarge the South Writing 
School. 

1745. B. R., XIV, 94 (May 14, 1746): visitation of June 25, 1745. 

XIV, 82 (Mar. 1 1, 1745/46): at the South Writing School, there were 
“220 Scholars which is near 50 more than were there last march meet- 
ing.” B- R., XIV, 73 (May 3, 1745): ‘"the Number of Scholars in the 
North Grammar School [is] so small . . . that there is no Occasion for 
an Usher,” 

1746. B. R., XIV, 1 19 (May 12, 1747): visitation of June 25, 1746. B. R., 
XVII, 139-40 (June 25, 1746): 550 for the North Writing School is a 
clerical error in the record. 

1747. B. R., XIV, 149 (May 10, 1748); XVII, 165-66 (June 19, 1747): 
visitation of June 19, 1747. 

1748. B. R., XIV, 162 (May 9, 1749); XVII, 197 (June 29, 1748)’ visitation 
of June 28, 1748. 

1749. XIV, 177 (May 15, 1750): visitation of June 28, 1749. In the 
selectmen’s minutes, it is June 23 (B. R., XVII, 223). 
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1750. B. R,, XIV, 196 (May 14, 1751); visitation of June 22, 1750. B, R., 
XVII, 239 (x\pr. 4, 1750): John Lovell asks for an usher, “as he now 
has a large number of Scholars to Educate/’ B. R., XIV, 1 79—80 (June 5, 
1750): the Writing School in Queen Street to be enlarged, so that it 
“wiU then Accomodate One hundred and sixty or seventy Scholars, 
whereas it will now Accomodate but about Eighty or Ninety.” 

1751. B. R., XIV, 216 (May 12, 1752); XVII, 266 (June 19, 1751)* visit- 
ation of June 19, 1751. 

X753. B. R., XIV, 256 (May 15, 1754): visitation of June 29, 1753. B. R., 
XIV, 233 (Mar. 23, 1753): the South Writing School had “Two 
Hundred and Ninety Six Scholars.” B. R., XXIX, 243: a “true List of 
Eighty-Six Scholars” at the Writing School in Queen Street, June 29, 
I753‘ 

No statistics for 1752 appear in the records. The visitation may have 
been omitted because of the “Small-Pox prevailing at this Time in the 
Town of Boston” {Boston Weekly News-Letter^ June 18, 1752). 

1754. B. R., XIV, 276 (May 26, 1755): visitation of July 5, 1754. 

1755. XIV, 292 (May ii, 1756); XIX, 27 (June 30, 1755): visitation 
of June 27, 1755. 

1756. B. R., XIV, 309 (May 10, 1757): visitation of June 25, 1756. 

1757. B. R., XVI, II (May 16, 1758): visitation of June 24, 1757. 

1758. B. R., XVI, 26 (May 15, 1759): visitation of June 28, 1758. 

1759. XVI, 46 (May 13, 1760): visitation of July 4, 1759. 

1761- B. R., XVI, 78 (May ii, 1762); XIX, 160 (Aug. 20, 1761): visitation 
of July I, 1761. B. R., XIX, 147 (Apr. 29, 1761): John Tileston asks 
for an usher, at the North Writing School, because the “School is so 
numerous.” 

No statistics were reported for 1760. The visitation may have been 
omitted because of the smallpox epidemic at the time. 

1762. B. R., XVI, 96 (May 10, 1763); XIX, 219 (Sept. 27, 1762): visitation 
of June 29, 1762. Supplementary statistics are recorded in the diary of 
Jo^ Tileston {op. cit., 72): 1762, “May 7. 137 Boys at School at one 
Time in the Forenoon. May 10. 139 Boys present at one Time. May 17 . 
136 Boys present. May 1 8. 140 Boys present. May 19.136 Boys present. 
June 14, 158 Boys present at once (afternoon). Aug. 23. 133 Boys pres- 
ent (exclusive of private scholars)” . . . 1763, “May ii. 145 Boys (ex- 
clusive of P. School).” 1764, “Aug. 22. 147 Boys present, exclusive of 
private Scholars.” 

1763. B. R., XIV, 1 14 (May 15, 1764): visitation of June 29, 1763. 

1764. B. R., XVI, 142 (May 14, 1765): visitation of “Tuesday the of 
June last,” 1764. According to the selectmen’s minutes, July 1 1, 1764, 
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the visitation took place “on the Yesterday being the lo^. of July^^B. R., 
XX, 84). The latter date is correct: in 1764, the tenth of June fell on 
Sunday. 

1765. B. R., XVI, 181 (May 26, 1766): visitation of June 26, 1765. John 
Tileston notes in his diary, 1765, “June 2, The Select Men visited the 
Schools” {op. cit.y 72). 

1766. B. R., XVI, 212 (May 8, 1767): visitation of June 25, 1766. See Proc. 
Mass. Hist. Soc., XVII, 216—18: “List of the class which entered the 
South Latin School in 1766, and which closed its connection in 1773; 
in the order of entrance.” Twenty-eight entered. 

1767. B. R., XVI, 246 (May 4, 1768): visitation of July i, 1767. The town 
clerk wrote “South Grammar School” for “South Writing School.” 

1768. B. R., XVI, 285 (May 5, 1769): visitation of July 6, 1768. The town 
clerk gave the “North Writing School in Queen Street 260 Scholars.” 
The figure belongs to the North Writing School. B. R-, XXIX, 318—19: 
a “Catalogue of Scholars at the South Writing School, the last Visita- 
tion Viz^ 1768” contains 200 names. 

1769. B. R., XVIII, 25 (May 15, 1770): visitation of July 5, 1769. 

1770. B. R., XVIII, 55 (May 7, 1771): visitation of July 4, 1770. 

1771. B, R., XVIII, 79 (May 6, 1772): visitation of July 10, 1771. 

1772. B. R., XVIII, 131 (May 5, 1773): visitation of July i, 1772. 

1773. B. R., XVIII, 168 (May 10, 1774): visitation of July 7, 1773. No 
statistics were reported for 1774 and 1775. 



APPENDIX E 

Addenda 

TO PAGE 1 5 NOTE 3 , AND PAGE NOTE 45 

The record of December 2, 1644 (p. 13, supra) suggests that Woodbridge 
became master of the school in 1643. Where he lived and kept school between 
1643 and 1645 cannot be determined from the deeds or other records of the 
time. 

On March 3 1, 164 5, Thomas Scottow sold to the town “his Dwelling howse, 

and yard, and garden for the Towne use . . . bounded with the Lands of 

Henry Messenger towards the North; with the Land of M^. Richard Hutchin- 
son towards the East [a large plot on the north corner of the present School and 
Washington Streets]: with the Common street [now School Street] toward the 
South: with the Burying place [now Kang’s Chapel and burying ground] to- 
ward the west” (B. R., II, 83). The Scottow house, which stood near the 
present School Street entrance to City HaU Avenue (laid out 1839), was oc- 
cupied by the schoolmaster, probably Woodbridge, as early as October 27, 
1645. This is confirmed by the selectmen’s minutes of that date: “It’s Ordered 
that the Constables shall sett off six shillings of Henry Messenger’s Rates, for 
mending the Schoole Master his part of the partition fence betweene their 
gardens” (B. R., II, 86), He may have kept school in his dwelling house. 

Robert Woodmansey was living in this house on March 29, 1652, and teach- 
ing in a separate schoolhouse located about seventy feet to the west on the for- 
mer Scottow land (p. 50, supra). The schoolhouse, erected by the town be- 
tween March 3 1, 1645 and March 29, 1652, stood close to the present School 
Street facing the burying ground which occupied the north corner of the present 
School and Tremont Streets. The western end of the schoolhouse site is in- 
cluded in the rear (p. 3, supra) of the present King’s Chapel (original build- 
ing 1688, enlarged 1749). 
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Addington, Isaac, 58 

Allen, Bozoon, 6n 

Allen, Jeremiah, 65 

Allen, Samuel, 25, 85 

Andros, Edmund, 6, 7, 8n, 44, 57n 

Angier, Ames, 25, 64, 67, 79, 85 

Armitage, Jonathan, 62 

Austin, Benjamin, 91 

Avery, John, 92 

Ballard, Joseph, 61 

Ballard, Robert, 4in 

Balston, Martha Ballard, 4in 

Barker, Thomas, 91 

Barnard, John, 18, I9n, 3 in, 52, 79, 

85 

Barnard, ijohn (minister of Marble- 
head), 72 

Barnard, Capt. John, 2, 3, 89, 90 
Belcher, Jonathan, 60 
Belknap, Joseph, 6n 
Bellingham, Susanna, I2n 
Bellingham, William, r 2n 
Bendall, Edward, 34 
Bethune, Nathaniel, 92 
Blin, Peter, 25, 65, 79, 85 
Bowdoin, James, 91 
Box, John, 92 
Brattle, Thomas, 58, 59 
Briggs, John, 29 
Burroughs, John, 54n 

Carter, James, 22, 24, 29n, 32n, 48, 
49, 52, 83, 87, 88 
Chauncy, Charles, 91 
Checkley, Samuel, 91 
Cheever, Ezekiel, 2, 7, 14, 1 5, 3 1, 41, 
43. 44. 49. SI. 7on, 72, 74. 75 . 79. 
83. 89 

Clark, John, 59 

Clarke, Jonas, 62 

Cole, John, 5, 7, 21, 51, 79, 87 


Collson, David, 62 
Condy, Jeremiah, 23, 65, 79, 86 
Coney, John, 6n 
Cooke, Elisha, 15, 58 
Cooke, Richard, 43, 50 
Cooper, Samuel, 91 
Cotton, John, 36n 
Cummings, Alexander, 91 
Cunningham, Andrew, 27, 29n, 48n, 
83, 86 

Cushing, Thomas, 31, 91 

Dali, William, 25, 83, 87 
Dana, Richard, 91 
Davenport, Addington, 1 5 
Dolbeare, Benjamin, 73, 75 
Dummer, Jeremiah, 2 
Dunbar, Samuel, 16, zgn 

Edwards, John, 65 
Eliot, Andrew, 91 
Eliot, Andrew, Jr., 20, 83, 85 
Ehot, Jacob, 13, 83 
Erving, John, 91 

Fenno, John, 27 
Fitch, Thomas, 59 
Forsyth, Alexander, 62 

Gardner, Nathaniel, 18, 82, 84 
Gibson, Benjamin, 15, 43, 81, 84 
Gibson, Samuel, 17, 82, 84 
Goldthwait, Ezekiel, 91 
Goodwin, John, 89 
Gfay, Harrison, 91 
Green, Joseph, 16, 29n, 81, 84 
Greenleaf, Stephen, 91 
Gridley, Jeremiah, 16 
Gunter, Thomas, 53n 

Hammatt, Benjamin, 92 
Hancock, Thomas, 91 
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Helyer, Jonathan, 19, 290, 82, 85 
Henchman, Daniel, 13, 31, 44, 49, 
68, 81, 83 

Henchman, Richard, 8, 23, 52, 79, 

86 

Henshaw, Joshua, 91 
Hewes, Samuel, 91 
Hicks, Zachariah, 23, 24, 26, 28, 30, 
32n, 46, 47, 48, 52, 65, 80, 81, 85, 
86, 93 

Hill, Alexander, 92 
Hobart, Nehemiah, 69 
Holbrook, Abiah (the younger), 23, 
290, 83, 88 

Holbrook, Abiah, Jr. (the elder), 22n, 
23n, 24, 26, 27n, 32n, 470, 48, 54, 
56n, 80, 82, 85, 86 
Holbrook, Elisha, 23n 
Holbrook, Samuel, 22, 23, 26, 29n, 
48n, 52, 53, 54, 80, 81, 82, 86, 87 
Holyoke, Samuel, 22, 47, 52-, 53, 80, 

87 

Homer, Jonathan, 73, 75 
Hooper, William, 62, 92 
Hubbard, John, 74 
Hubbard, Thomas, 91 
Hudson, Mary, 36 
Hunt, Samuel, ii, 20, 28, 52, 81, 85 
Hunt, William, 2on 
Hutchinson, Edward, 8, 29, 3 in 
Hutchinson, Richard, 96 
Hutchinson, Thomas, 8, 9, 29, 62 
Hutchinson, Thomas, Jr., 62 

Jackson, Joseph, 3 in, 91 
Jeffries, David, 46, 92 
Jeffries, John, 62 

Keayne, Robert, 36n 

Lamb, Joshua, 37 

Langdon, Ephraim, 19, 20, 29n, 49, 
82, 85 

Langdon, Josiah, 20, 83, 85 
Langdon, Nathaniel, 2 on 


Legg, Samuel, 6n 

Lewis, Ezekiel, 14, 44, 45n, 62, 83 
Lewis, Ezekiel, Jr., 91 
Love, Susanna, 8, 9n 
Lovell, James, 18, 3 in, 49, 82, 84 
.Lovell, John, 40, 16, 17, i8n, 29n, 
• 47 . 5 L 53 . 73 . 74 . 80, 84, 94 

Lyman, Caleb, 62 

Mather, Cotton, 7, 58, 62, 69, 72, 76 
Mather, Increase, 6, 52, 58 
Mather, Samuel, 8n 
Maude, Daniel, in, 12, 31, 5 on 
Maude, Edward, I2n 
Mears, John, 6n 
Messenger, Henry, 96 
Mills, Edward, 21, 51, 52, 87 

Natstock, Joshua, 6, 7, 8 
Noyes, Belcher, 92 

Oliver, Andrew, 91 
Oliver, James, 36 
Oliver, John, 34 

Oliver, Nathaniel, Jr., 17, 43, 82, 84 
Osborne, John, 91 
Otis, Harrison Gray, 4, 74, 75 
Otis, James, 91 

Paine, Moses, 35 

Paine, Robert Treat, 17, 29n, 82, 84 

Pemberton, Ebenezer, 91 

Penn, James, 34 

Perkins, James, 92 

Pigeon, John, 3n 

Pormort, Dorothy Dawson, 1 2n 

Pormort, Philemon, i, 12, 31, 33 

Pormort, Thomas, 1 2n 

Pratt, Benjamin, 92 

Proctor, John, 22n, 23, 24, 28, 320, 

47. 53. <^7. 80, 86 

Proctor, John, Jr., 22, 24, 32n, 47, 

48, 52, 53, 54n, 80, 82, 86, 87 
Purkis, George, 6n 
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Robie, Thomas, 30 
Ruck, John, 3 in 
Ruddock, John, 91 

Savage, Habijah, 15 
Scottow, Thomas, 96 
Sewall, Joseph, yon, 91 
Sewall, Samuel, 2, 6, 15, 3 in, 36n, 
37n, 38, 39, 41, 52, 58, 59 
Sewall, Samuel, Jr., 91 
Sheafe, Jacob, 21, 25, 41, 52, 79, 87 
Sprague, John, 92 
Stanley, Christopher, 36n 
Stoddard, Anthony, 62 
Sweet, Benjamin, 41 

Taylor, William, 92 
Thacher, Oxenbridge, 92 
Thayer, Ebenezer, 15, 81, 84 
Tileston, John, 8n, 22n, 24, 2$, 28, 

29“> 30. 32. 48, 54. 80, 82, 86, 94, 

95 

Tompson, Benjamin, 13, 49, 51 
Townsend, Penn, 44, 65 
Tyng, John, 3n 

Vinal, John, 26, 28, 49, 34, 82, 86 


Wadsworth, Joseph, 45n 
Wadsworth, Recompense, 18, 29, 84 
Ward, Joseph, 26 
Wardwell, Frances, 61 
Wells, Samuel, 91 
Wendell, Jacob, 62, 91 
Wentworth, Samuel, 91 
Wheelwright, John, 12 
White, Samuel, 19, 29n, 85 
Wigglesworth, Edward, 1 5 
Williams, Nathaniel, 2, 14, 1 5, 16, 17 
i8n, 29n, 48n, 51, 53, 58, 69, 72, 

79» 83 

Williston, Ichabod, 61, 92 
Wimbume, William, 34n 
Winslow, Joshua, 92 
Winter, William, 92 
Winthrop, Adam, 59, 62 
Winthrop, John, 33 
Winthrop, Waite, 58 
Wiswall, Ichabod, 30 
Wiswall, Peleg, 19, 29n, 30, 32, 46n, 
47, 48, 50, 52, 61, 79, 8$, 93 
Woodbridge, John, in, 12, 31, 50, 

83, 96 

Woodsmaney, Margaret, 51 
Woodmansey, Robert, in, 13, 31, 
43, 50, 68, 79, 83, 96 
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